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SEVEN AND NINE YEARS 
AMONG THE CAMANCHES AND APACHES. 



INTBODUOTOBT, 

fN making mj bow to the public as an atitbor, I 
feel it inCTunbent upon me to make a brief ex- 
fplanation of the motiveB that iudxiced mo to at- 
tempt this antobiographieal sketch of nine years 
of my life. At intervals during the past decade, the 
country has been electrified by the recital of some 
horror perpetrated by Indiuis on white travelers, 
and those, who, having journeyed to the Fm- "West, 
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Iift<1 settled, intendiiig to m&be the mlderaess blossom 
like the r(Be. Through the mediam of the prees, the 
detailB of these heart-rending croeltiee were widely dia- 
eeminated, and sironsed the just indignation of all 
pesceftil and order-loviBg citizens. To such an extent 
did popular feeling rise at times, that farmero and' 
drovers on the border, organized themselTes into 
bands, and on the report of some fresh outrage hast- 
ened to the scene, pursaed the perpetratoi's of the deed, 
and not nnii^uently vieited upou the Indians a 
vengeance ofttimes of a very sanguinary character. 

In these forays of the savages, thoy frequently car- 
ried off to their mountain fastnesses womeu and chil- 
dren, -wlio were never heard of more. Thus, when 
our feelings were harrowed up by the report of 
butcheries, the tales of life-long suffering of the for- 
lorn captives were scarcely ever known. Snatched 
r&thlessly irom the bosom of their families, tihey were 
monmed for a time and then they, by slow degrees, 
faded from the memory of their friends and relatives, 
and when thought of at all, it was as of those dead. 
In these chapters I will detail the triiJs and suffer 
ings of such as these, believing that the experiences 
of my wife arid myself, during our captivily among 
the Oamanches and Apaches, wUl serve as a prototype 
of many similar cases. 

It was some tim&, and with not a httle pereoaeioii 
before I could be induced to overcome the diffidence 
I felt about m^dng my private history public, and ap- 
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pearing in print. By those who have become authora, 
my feelings will be nnderBtood and appreciated ; but 
to others who constitute the reading public it would - 
be impossible to describe the trepidation with which 
the tyro puta forth his first Hterary venture, and had 
it Bot beerf for the earnest entreaties of my esteemed 
friend, Dr. Clark Johnson, who used naively to say 
that what was a source of such pleasure to him must 
bo entertaining to the public, I doubt very much if I 
should have ever put pen to paper in the capacity of 
an author. 

With this introduction, I will, as briefly as may he, 
relate uiy experiences, nothing extenuating, and sot- 
ting down naught in malice. 

My family were originally from Maasaehuaetts, my 
father being a descendant of the Puritans, !^e in- 
herited many of the qualities of his ancestors, and, 
joined to a high integrity, he possessed a dogged 
will that at times amounted to stubbornness. Fjom 
childhood he had led the life of a farmer, and my 
earliest reccUectione are associated with country life, 
Hy father's disposition might be characterized as 
restlt^s ; and after eojouming for a time in one 
place, he would evince symptoms of uneasiness which 
would result in the family moving to some new spot, 
and breaking ground in virgm soil on the confines 
of eivilization. By these Bucoessive removals we 
soon found ourselves f ^ to the west of the home of 
our ancestors, and at the time my father resolved to 
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go to California, we owned ft very nice farm in Mis 
BOori, and as far ae I conld Bee were very comfort 
ably situated. On returning fropi the coimty aeat 
one Saturday, my father eleetrified "afl with the in- 
telligence that he thought serioualy of going Weet. 
H^d a bombshell exploded in our midat it could 
scarcely have created greater eonstemation ; on in- 
. quiring what had induced such a sudden detemiina- 
tioQ ou his part, he was fain to cohfeas that he had 
met a gentleman in town who had but jiiet arrived 
from the new El Dorado, and who spoke so en- 
thusiastically of this marvelous country, that he led 
mv father's too diligent ear captive, and his mind 
was saturated with the desire to see, without further 
delay, this wonderful Ltnd. The rest of the family 
stoutly objected to such a hasty resolve, and we final- 
ly effected a compromise, and it was agreed that the 
stranger shoold be invited to spend a portion of his 
time at our house, and during his visit we could con- 
sult, argue, and finally conclude what aoticHi should 
he taken in the matter. 

I had serious misgivings that our fair hotoe was 
doomed ; knowing too well my father's character, and 
that any objections we might make to the propo^ 
departure would only strengthen his determination to 
have his own way. Such was his intense love for the 
unknown, that any plausible fellow could induce him 
to see the advantages of owning a thousand acres of 
wild land to his own well-tilled homestead. 
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Tie followiiig week Mr. TeAme mide his lidyeBt 
»moi.S»^ Hewasafairtypeoftheadyentmer.imd 
. seemed a mm who could 1» equal to my emergenoy 
circmnrtanceB might demand ; of rotmt form, a oom- 
plexion brouBod by eipoBure, and with an addre» « 
pl<aang when he wished to eiert him^lf, that he 
soon became a favorite, espeoiaUy with the fem.le 
portion of the family. He adapted hhnself to our 
mode of life with wonderfnl case, and apparently was 
making preparations for a ™t that BhOnld onfl.Bt om 
expectation.. , The bcautiea and advantagea of a home 
in Id. adopted State was hi. constant theme ; and .0 
ploaaantly did he talk, iUmtrating hi. argmnent. with 
„.ecdote. ao amusing and appo»te, that I felt my»U 
bemg perceptibly inilnenced by hi. ™w», and u«A to 
dream of" climbing tre» of prodigiou. bcight, and 
gathering nugget, from their branohe. a. if they 
were apple.. When lending an assirtiog band at our 
farm labor., he wodd deK.ut on the fertility of tbe 
„il on the I'uiifie Slope, »ying flat crop, grew ahuoat 
q»,ntaneouiJy, and related what fortnne. «.u!d be 
made raieii^ Bh«ep. _ , 

By meh mean, were we wdnced into the oonviclmn 
that a change of has, wa. not only advantageous but 
' neceairy, mi it wa. finally decided to go. Mr. Xer- 
hune add he conld negotiate an exchange, by which 
we oonld di.pose of onr fann for Oabfomia real 
estate, whe^by we would be the gainers; and on. 
Monday morning in April, he left u. for St. lom., to 
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complete the trade and pmchaee. Our inlention. be- 
coming known in tlie Ticinitj, oni neiglbow seemed 
to take an especial interest in onr movements, and 
many were the staid old farmore who called to offer 
OB their advice and wishes for onr fntnre prosperity. 
Being notified that all was m readiness, and that we 
could start as soon as it suited onr convenience, we 
lost no time in packing what few articles we required, 
and bidding cur friends adieu, we commenced our 
jonmey. 

Arriving in St. Louis, we were greeted by Mr. Ter- 
hune who escorted us to the Planters' Hotel, where 
we were temjiorarly to reside until the steamboat on 
which we were to embark was ready to leave. The 
few days cpent in the metropoHs of the West, was 
thoroughly enjoyed by our little party, as under the 
guidance of onr friend we visited all the places of m- 
terest m the neighborhood. On Saturday, April 30th, 
we embarked on the steamboat Prairie Flmner, 
bound for Independence, where we were to make the 
necessary purchases for our outfit in croesmg the 
plams,and were also to join a ti-am that was being 
formed, and of which we were to become part and 
parcel. After an uneventful journey we reached In, 
dependence, only to find that the train we expected 
to join had loft two days previously; here was a 
dOemnia, and we were at a loss what to de. I was in 
favor of waiting until another train conld be formed 
but father objected, stating as his ressons, that it would 
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coiiBHine both time and money ; neither oi which did 
we poeseaa in vast quantities. Meantime we bad be- 
come the centre of attraction to qnite a motley crowd, 
who stood looking on, and seemed to take a lively in- 
terest in us, ci-itidsing our appearance and indulging 
in variouB remarks which were not always of a com- 
plimentary character. Noticing an old weather-beaten 
frontiersman, who stood some little dlBtance off, and 
thinking he could perhaps suggest a way out of our 
difficulty, I made up to him, and after the usual salu- 
tations and a proffer of Bome tobacco, to which he 
helped himself in rather large quantities, I asked him 
his opJJiion, and wliat he thought we had beat do under 
the circumstances. 

- Drawing hip lank form out of ,the entanglement it 
seemed to have been in, he delivered himself in some- 
what the following manner : 

" Wal stranger, pears to me, I would jistgit rite 
arter that ene party, quicker'n greased lightning, kaee 
yon see, they haint been gope long, and if you drive 
yer animiles rite smart, yoii will ketch up m jiet no 
time." 

This advice struck me as excellent, and returning 
to our party I communicated it to them. We resolved 
to adopt it at once, only wondering we had not thought 
of it before. 

Having come to this determination, we busied our^ 
selves with the necessary preparations, and on the 
third day after the departure of the tjain, we bade - 
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IS 
ndieii to the lew «eqnamtanMB made dtumg our brief 
sojouni at Independence, and strnck out npon tlie 
almost trackleafl prairie. 

Our equipment was that in general Me among 
prarne travelers, and conaisted of a " Concord " wagon, 
covered with white cantae, and drawn by sii mnlc| 
m the management of which rather intractable ani- 
mal, my Cither waa an adept. In the wagon were 
•tored onr few honaehold good, and .canty supply of 
prOTiaona, and to it rode my wife and mother. My 
brother and my»If figured a. a mounted guard, and 
prcMuted a not nnpictnreiique appearance to our tunic 
of dreB«,d dcer.lii„,and ieggmg. of the »mc mate- 
nal ; our rovolver. in our belts, and rifles dimg over 
our shonlder, or jesting on the pommels of onr Mexi- 
can saddles. Everythmg seemed propitious; the 
wagon moved off ..noothly, the mormng wa. clear, 
and the great red disc of the .un just riang in the 
east had »arocly dispelled the Ime thit enveloped 
nature as in a fleecy mantle. We little dreamed, alas, 
of the dr<sadful fate soon to overtake ui That fate 
which was lo dlaever a loving and united fimUv 
eauMug three of its member, to paai through the val- 
ley of the shadow of death, and subjecting the aurviv- 
ore to sufliiring that often made them cry out in the 
bitterness of their heart. " why wa. I .paied to suffer 
such torture, when death would have.been snofa a 
welcome relief t " - - 
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THB OAPTOBB. 

fE were now fairly atarted on our journey, and 
but for a singular feeling of depression which 
weighed down my spirits and seemed a presenti- 
nient of evil to come, I should have had little 
donbt of onr ability to overtake the train and travel 
Bttfely with it to our destination. This feeling, how- 
ever, caused me to become taciturn and apprehensive, 
BO mueli so, that I if a^ frequently rallied upon the 
aubject by my companions. 

For many days, however, we followed the trnil 
without special incident ; the tracks' bf wagons giving 
na an easy guide. We fonnd grass, wood and water 
in abnndance, and traveling light and nnimpeded by 
others, felt confident that we were gaining upon the 
train and would nndonbtedly overtake them shortly. 

We crossed several rivers and streams, most of- ■ 
them fordable, bnt one or two we foimd wide and 
deep and were compelled to float our wagon across. 
We saw some game, antelopes and deer, and shot a 
few, forming a welcome addition to our larder ; bnt 
Uwy were generally shy and kept ont of reach, with- - 
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out wandering too far from the track. For two days 
wo had been journeying through an entirely differ- 
ent countiy from that whicli we had passed. It was 
almost a barren desert, treeless, without game, and, 
but little water ; on its hard eiirface the wagon wheels 
made scarcely an impiint, and it was with the great- 
est difficulty that we could take np the trail. The 
evening of the second day found us still on tlie road, 
as wo could find uo water, without which we could 
not camp. Before eimset we had noticed a low fringe 
along the horizon which looked like timber, and 
knowing tliere must be water there, determined to 
push on and reach it, if poEsible, before camping for 
the night. 

After a weary march we reached the edge of 
the desert plain, and found a email stream, clear but 
shallow ; its banks lined with tall eottonwocul trees- 
Here we rested, and onr tired animals fully appre- 
ciated the cool water and the luxuriant " graiiiuia " 
grkss which abounded, 

"While standing watch, a precaution we never 
neglected, I fancied I heard a distant rifle sliot, and 
roosed my father and brother, fearing Indians miglit 
be near at hand, for we were now in very dangerous 
countrj. and father declared that he had seen " In- - - 
jun sigu " the day previous, but a scout through the 
Cottonwood grove revealed nothing, and as the sound 
was Tery faint and was not repeated, we concluded 
it was only fency ; father mntteiing as he crawled 
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under hie blanket that I was getting too almighty 
ecarey for a backwoodsman. 

This incident bowevsr aroused those appreheoBive 
feelings that had before troubled me, but which had 
beea quieted for a time by the uneventful nature of 
our journey. We were not again disturbed that 
night, but at sunrise we made a discovery that 
filled ns with dismay — We /lad lost the trail / Thia 
we were convinced was flie result of our night jour- 
ney, and father was confident that we wiiid recover 
it ; but, when after several houi-s spent in a fruitless 
endeavor to find where it crossed the stream, I urged 
tiiat we should take oui- own trail back to the point 
at which it diverged fi-om tliat of the ti-ain, he posi- 
tively refused to do so ; declaring that he wasn't a 
greenhorn to get seared at so small a matter, and that 
he should push on in a southwesterly direction, and 
take his chance of intersecting the trail, he asserting 
that we must "have strayed to noi-thwai-d of it. 
My brother and myself protested against so rash an un- 
dertaking, biit in vain ; aud we finally started on what 
was destined to be our last day's journey together. 

Our route now lay across a verdant and apparently 
boimdless pi-airie. Far as the eye could reach it was 
a level plain, without landmarks, trackless as the sea, , 
covered with a living carpet of emerald green. At 
another time I could have spent hoiira in gazing upon 
its vast expanse, and fancying its changed appearance 
when its surface should be funowed by the plow and 
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its fmitf 111 soil reward the farmcr'B labor ; but the 
preflentiment of evil which I found it impoBsible to 
shake off, oppreBBsd my epirits rendering me anxiona 
and fearful, 

A few moments took us out of sight of the cotton- 
wood grove, and bnt for the aid of fatlier'e pocket 
compass we coiild have had little idea of our direction, 
but by its assistance we traveled steadily in a south- 
westerly course, father being confident that we had 
strayed north of the trail and tliat by taking this 
course we inust soonc!- or later regain it. Until nearly 
noon we kept steadily on, seeing nothing to indicate 
that we were near the trail. Just before noon we 
halted to rest and feed the animals and prepare a n^eal 
for oorselves.. 

Th? morning liad been suJtry and we were all sufB- 
pjeutly fatigued to find a brief rest very acceptable. 
Jlefrcshed by Jialf an hour's rest, we were preparing 
to start, when my brother who had moved off in ad- 
vance, snddenlj excLiiined, "fatlier'a right after alJ, 
thei'e are njonnted men ahead, it must be the train ! " 
Animated by the hope that our solitary wanderings 
were nearly over and our perils past, we pnahed ahead, ' 
urging our animals forward with all possible epeed. 

The distant horsemen were moving parallel to our 
route, and apparently had not perceived ue. We 
shouted and fired onr rifles, a commotion was viaibie 
among them, they halted, wheeled, and a number end- 
denly galloped towards us with the speed of the 
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wind. llAy brother, who had ridden far ahead of ns 
Bwinging his cap and hallooing londly, snddenly poll- 
ed up his horse and with a cry of terror rode back to 
us with hie utmost speed. We were not long at a loss 
to understand the meaning of this proceeding; as he 
neared ub hie warning sliont of Indians t Indians 1 
was borne to us upon the breeze. But it needed not 
that to apprise us of our peril ; ere be reached us the 
advancing horsemen had approached so near that we 
could plainly, see instead of the friends we sought, a 
horde of hideous savages, naked to the waist, besniear- 
ed with war paint in many strange devices, their tall 
lances waving, their ornaments glittering in the sun 
— on, on they came, giving vent to the most blood- 
curdling yells it had ever been my fortune to hear. 

In this desperate strait my father alone preserved 
his coohiess; the warlike spirit of the old frontierfl- 
raan was roused in an instant. With lightning-like 
rapidity he had unhitched his team and so disposed 
them with our horses and the wagon as to form a sort 
of square, the horses and mules were tied together 
and to the wagon, thus avoiding the danger of their 
being stampeded. Inside this square we placed our- 
selves, and levelling our rifles across the backs of our 
living bulwark awaited the attack. My poor mother 
and wife, terrified almoet to the verge of insensibility, 
we compelled to lie down in the bottom of the 
wagon, and so arranged its cargo as to protect them 
from any stray shot which might strike it. 
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At first it seemed that the saTagee intended to ride 
us down by sheer force of numbers, which theymight 
e^ily have done ; but our determined aspect and the 
tliree shining tubes aimed at them, each ready to send 
forth its leaden meesenger of death, evidently changed 
, their determination ; for before getting within range, 
their headlong gallop became a moderate lope, then a 
walk, and they finally halted altogether. A short 
council foUowed, during which we liad an excellent 
opportunity to observe our foes, and concert our plans 
for defence. Father cautioned us to hold our fire un- 
til absolutely certain of our mark, and that, if posei- 
We, but one must fire at a time, as it was of the ut- 
most importimee to be prepared for a sudden dash. 
We examined the loading of our rifles and pistols, put 
on fresh caps, and with wildly beating hearts and nerves 
strained to their utmost tension, awaited the onslaught. 
Our enemies now seemed to hare arrived at some 
determinaltion, for their consultation was at an end— 
an old Indian who, from hie dignified bearing and an- .. 
thoritative manner appeared to be their chief, made a 
sign with his hand, and spoke a few words in a loud 
tone. The incessant, jabbering wHch they had kept 
up from the moment they halted instantly ceased, and 
one after another a number of young warribre, per- 
haps twenty, rode out in single file upon the prairie. 
After gaining a distance of about one hundred yards 
from the main body they increased the intervals sepa- 
rating them to some fifty paces, and then inclining the 
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course so as to f orm^ft eoi'fc of half circle, they increased 
their speed and came on with the evident intention of 
cirdiDg rotmd tib. 

These manoeuyres had not escaped our notice, but 
neither my brother nor myself undereto*^ their import. 
That my father did so, however, was evident. 

" SuiTomid t " he muttered, the instant the move- 
ment began. " 1 thought they'd try it, bl&me their 
ugly pietere." " Now boye," he continued, " keep 
cool «nd keep your eyes skinned, don't throw away a 
shot, and don't fire 'till I give the word." He liien 
explained the method of this peculiar stratagem of 
Indian warfare. The twenty picked men were about 
to ride around us in a circle, at top speed, delivering 
Hights of arrows as they passed, their object being to 
disconcert ns and draw our fire ; our guns once empty, . 
the main body whom we observed held themselves in 
readiness, would ride in, and by a sudden dash, end 
the skirmish by our death or captivity. 

Fatlier's warning was delivered in far less time than 
it has taken to writ« this — and it was barely concluded 
before the attacking party were circling round ub, ut- 
teringlheir vengeful war cries, and gradually drawing 
nearer and nearer. Standing back to back, we watched 
their every movement, my brother and myself expect- 
ing every moment to have an opportunity to tumble 
one or more of the bold riders from their hors^; 
but a few seconds sliowed us the futility of this. As 
they came within i-ange, each Indian diattjppea/r^ Jd- 
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Mndt^iodyo/hia horse. Ahasd graapuig the with- - 
ere of the horse, and a foot juat showing above his 
back, were all that could be Been — ^perhaps a painted ' 
face would bo eeen for an instant nndgr the horse's 
neck, but inetantlj disappearing— while tHe hiss of im 
arrow would teU that the rider had sped the shaft to 
its mark ; the horse all the while going at ftdl gallop. 
At no moment could any one of us hare fired with any 
chance of hitting an Indian. The horses we could 
have, shot without difEciilty, but this was just what 
oar enemies wanted. Could they but induce ns to 
waste our fire upon the horses, we would soon be at their 
mercy. So, with an effort, we restrained our inclina- 
tion to risk a shot, and watched their every movement 
with the cafr-like vigilance of men who know that 
their lives were trembling in the balance. 

Round and round went tlie circle of the hunt, flight 
after-flight of arrows whistled past uB, or spent their 
forw against the wagon, still we were unharmed; al- 
though onr raicapes were narrow and incessant. The 
ranles and horses were struck repeatedly, but so tightly 
were they bound together with leathern thongs that 
not even death could separata them. As our torment- 
ors came around for the fifth time, one of the fiorees 
stumbled and fell and rolled completely over, pitch- 
ing his rider headlong npon the prairie. Before he 
could regain his horse, father's rifle cracked and the 
unlucky equestrian rolled prone upon the groimdwith 
a bullet in bis brain. 
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"Thafs one less," muttered fetlier, grimly. "I 
thought I'd fetch je, ye painted vannint." " Don't 
fire fcr your lives, boys," he continued, " 'till I'm 
loaded." They wore the last words he ever uttered. 
SimnltaneouBly with their utterance came the hiss of 
an Indian arrow, and with a deep groan he Bank to 
the ground. Terror stricken, and with angm'ahed 
hearts we raised him in onr arms. Alas, the deadly 
aim had been too true ; the shaft, entering his right 
eye had penetrated the hrain, and we saw at a glance 
that onr dear father was no more. Racked by con- 
tending emotions, we had almost forgotten our iinmi- 
nent peril ; as we turned to confront the foe, wo saw 
that our hesitation had been fatal ; the red warriors 
were upon us like a living tide, and for a few seconds 
a wild melee followed ; we battled hand to hand with 
the desperation of fiends ; it was but for an instant ; 
my brave brother fell covered with wounds, and his 
death shriek was still ringing in my ears, when I r&- 
"^ceived a blow upon the head which stretched me sense- 
less upon the ground. I seemed to experience the 
sensation of fdling from a vast height, then came a 
sudden shock and all was blank. 



■,;, Google 



CHAPTER lU. 

A STBANQE ADTESTUEB. 

(IX J^HEN coDBcionsnees retnrned, I fomid myself 
TpD lyiig OD the ground, tied hand and foot with 
^T thongs of bnfialo hide ; I felt very eore and 
intensely thirsty. I had not qnite yet collected 
my Bcnecs, and when ray mind ^everted to the jsceoes 
'I had but just paseed through, it was with a sickening 
flense of their hon-or that made me yearn for insensi- 
bility agaio. If I' could only know what had been 
done with my wife ; had she met the same fate as my 
father and brother, or was she spared— spared, and 
for what — to be Eubjected to a captivity even worse 
than death, peihapa ? It would have been a great re- 
lief to have moved even so much ae a finger, bat being 
bound so tightly it was impOHsibTe to Btir, and the 
thongs had in a great measure impeded the circula- 
tion, so that as,I lay on my back, gazing pathetiedly 
at my feet, it seemed as if they were the appendages 
of another person,. and that my tortures had be- 
. gun by my being deprived of all that part of my 
body below my knees. By dint of mnck turning, I 
managed to got myself partly on my side, which 
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proved a great relief, besides afEording an opportunity 
to look around me snd gain an idea of the state of 
aSkirs. 

Bay was jnat breaking, and my captors were, with 
the exception of the sentinel, as^eop. We were on the 
prairie, and I at cnco conclnded that we must have 
left the scene of the fight and captnro ; a small fire 
Lad heen built, and the warrior who mounted 
guard was sitting witji his legs croEBed beneath him, 
seemingly gazing into the smouldering embers ; there- 
was just enojigh light to discern his features, and I 
shuddered at their repnlsiveness ; the hideous war 
paint was streaked most fantastically across his cheeks 
and forehead and over his body, for, with the excep- 
tion of a pair- of abbreviated leggings he was quite 
nude. His sealp-Iock was adorned with a profusion 
of eagles' feathers, and his wrists and arms were set 
off with bracelets. Dangling from his girdle was an 
object that thriUed me with anguish, as the long white 
hair covered here and there with dark red splashes, I 
knew at once to be the scalp of my dear, murdered 
mother. I had read of the noble red man, and like most 
romantic people, conceived a very touching picture of 
}iiB manlj beauty and majsstic sir. One needs hat to- 
be among them to have any such illusion dispelled. 
In mj long residence with the taibe, I found some 
admirable traits, of wiiich I will speak anon, but they 
had HO many counterb.ilancing vices, that I do not 
think their best friends can say anything in their praise. 
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This book k a true narrative of mj captm-e and 
BuffcringB, and if mj readers do not find numing 
throngh tbese pages, that sentimental gush about the 
noble red man, that we have been taught to believe 
was aa mnch their attribute as they considered scalp- 
ing their prerogative, it is because I have been dis- 
abused of these ideas, by the stem reality of an ex- 
istence among them. I trust this digression will be 
excused, but when I stroke my chin, and fee] the 
traces of their delicate attentions, my feelings are 
apt to get the better of my desire to entertain. 

Soon, however, the camp was stirring, and my friend 
at the fire roused himself and advanced toward me ; 
whipping out a knife from its sheath, he cut the 
thongs by which I was bound, and grasping my 
shoulder jerked mo to an upright position and motion- 
ed mo to follow him. I had not proceeded far, when, 
emcrgmg from the coppice on the opposite side of 
the bivouac, I beheld my wife advancing towards me 
in the custody of an Indian. Reader, if you can im- 
a^e meeting the being yon loved beet, after having 
supposed her cruelly butchered, you may have a 
faint conception of my feelings. With a little cry of 
joy she rushed into my outstretched arms; sobbing 
like an infant. This demonstration of afiection seem- 
ed not to the taste of onr guards ; and with an ngb, 
we were admonished to follow them, and we were^ 
soon in the midst of a gronp who were dispatching ) 
the^ breakfast. Food was offered Wy of which I ate 
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TOtacioTialy, after my long faflt ; not so iny wife, how- 
ever, who could not as yet accustom her palate to the 
dried bn&Io meat. 

Meantime preparations had been making to reenme 
our journey. The horsee were brouglit up, and in a 
shorter time than it takes to relate it we were niider 
way, the party moving off in single file. I was allow- 
ed to ride my own horee, my wife following behind 
me on one of the mules. We were, as near as I conld 
judge, about the centre of the party. In this fashion 
we proceeded during the forenoon. The prairie at 
this point was a Bucceseion of gentle undulations, 
covered with a rich velvety verdure ; and, had not my 
present circomBtancea been of such a depressing char- 
acter, the scene would have been inspiriting. Away 
to the far west, as far as the eye conld see, this vast . 
billowy plain extended, broken here and there by a 
grove of the stately cottonwood tree, whose long 
trunks, and silvery foliage was a pleasing contrast to 
the vivid green of the prairie. At intervals I had 
discerned dark objects on the horizon, but, being un- 
accustomed to note signs with that care and attention 
that is characteristic of those whose life is spent on 
the plains, I had paid no partienlar attention to them. 
Soon, however, I did observe a commotion at the 
' head of the column, and after a brief halt and consul- 
tation among the chiefe, our speed was accelerated, 
and we stnick into a canter. This " lope " as it is 
Called, seems to be a gait peculiarly adapted to the 
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™.tag, ., they will break mto, .„d keep it up tUe 
entire dayi erinciiig no more fttres. than onr or- 
"Unarjr hone does in trotting leiBunjJjr. 

Ttat something important was about to i™n» 
pre, I felt certain, from the energelio way in which 
om capton spoke and gesticolated ; I wa. not long 
left m doubt, as on reaching a iight eminence, a 
«ght d.«,lo,cd itself that I Shan never forgot; 
..d my blood thrills even now «th the reniem- 
hranoe of my frst bnfflilo hunt. 

It may «iem odd to talk of my flrst bnflalo h,mt, 
M the question would naturally be asked, how could 
apruioner participate in a hmit; the sequel will 
explain. 

The chief, had halted, and the rear cominc 
up, we were soon clustered in a group on this rising 
romid. Db-octl;ri„ fent of us, at the distance of 
about three miles, I should judge, was an immen«, 
herd of huHaloes. The plam was positively black so 
numerous were they. AU miconscious of their foes, 
they were quietly gra;,i„g, while here and the™ a 
watchful old bull seemed to have stationed himself as ' 
m outpost, being in readiness, if needs were, to in- 
stanUy commimicato the signal of danger to the herd ■ 
It was a glorious right ; even the ho™e. shared in the 
.eicleraent, and evinced as great a desire to partid- 
pate-m the hunt a« did their mastc. Presenfly a 
wan-ior rode but from the mdn body a few paces and 
tossed the feather. This is done to note the direc-don 
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of the wind, for such is the keenness of scent posseae- 
ed by these anitnak, that they will take the alarm and 
become aware of the approach of an enemy at great 
distances. If the drove had discovered us at this dis- 
tance, our visions of fresh hump steak for supper 
woatd have resolved themselves into the dried meat 
of the morning. 

The wind' being favorable, we eommenced the ad- - 
vaiice ; slowly at fii-st, but gradually incre^ing our 
epeed, until the horses were straining every mnscle in 
their headlong race. Lances were s'ung, and bows 
and arrows got in ruadiucBs with an ease and expert- . 
neas that was truly wonderful, considering our rapid . 
riding. The bridles were dropped on the necks of the 
ifluetangs, the riders using their knees both as a steer- 
ing apparatus and a means of holding on. As near ea 
I could understand, our guard was to keep as close to 
the Lantei"s as was consistent with onr safety, without 
joining in the fun. Everything went on Bmoothly, 
and we had approached to within a half mile of the 
herd befoTO they noticed ua. Soon, however, the old 
bulls scented the party, and with a snort and plunge 
they tore headlong towards the head of the drove, 
communicating the alarm as they ran. "With a yell 
. the savages dashed on, horse and rider worked up to 
. the highest pitch of excitement ; arrows began to fly, 
and hero and there a cow would fall, or an enraged 
bail goaded to fury by a wound rush madly at his 
enemy, evidently bent on revenge of a most sangoin- 
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my cbaraeter. OnrlittJe party kept on the flank of 
the advancing drove, and our escort seemed to find it 
verj- irksome doing duty as guarda, as with oft-re- 
peated ngLs! plainly expreesive of diegost, they de- 
precated the luck that had singled them out to per- 
form such womanly duty. 

Suddenly, and with kaleidoscopic rapidity, the as- 
pect of affairs was clianged ; for some unknown re*- 
Bon aad mthout apparent caaee, the bufialoea made a 
flank movement, and in a twinkling were dashing 
right toward us; the mustangs, warned by experi- 
ence, turned and ran as if their li^es were at stake, as 
they certainly were ; and the mule on which my wife 
was mounted, witli an imitation that did her great 
credit, followed thfiir example. My horse, being un- 
used to such scenes, seemed to lose his senses, and 
stood looking at the advancing animals in the most 
abject terror. Realizing at a glance my position, and 
feeling that instant action was demanded, I turned 
his head, and by word and heel urged him to run. 
On came tiiese black brutes, sweeping over the 
ground hke an animated hurricane. My poor horse 
was laboring fearfully, and I knew that our destruc- 
tion was a matter of a few moments time only. Sud- 
denly my horse stumbled and flung me headlong to 
the ground, then all was bewilderment. I have an 
indistinct notion of lying on the prairie, and then like 
a great black wave, this surging mass of bnffalo« 
aeem to hover over me ; I was conBcious of a sharp 
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uid severe pain in uiy side, and then of being mdr 
denly lifted into Bpaco. When anffit-iently collected 
to note my pogition, I found myself on the back of a 
huge buffalo bull, who, nnacciistcmed to this strange 
weight, was making frantic endeavors to clear him- 
self of the herd, which were wedged together with 
88 mnch- compactness as if they were one animal. If 
I had chosen to fall to thegronnd, it would have been 
impossible to do so ; but as such a feat would have 
been almost instant death, my readers will easily im- 
derstand I had no intention of trying the experiment. 
I tiimed'by attention exclusively to seating myself 
firmly on my novel steed, and gras])ing my hands into 
tlie eh^ggy hair which covered liis slioulders, braced 
myself for ths most thrilling ride I had ever experi- 
enced. After a few violent plunges the bull cleared 
the herd, and tore at tremendous speed ; on, on nntil 
objects lost their character, and all seemed to be an 
indistinct haze. The buffalo had by this time carried 
me some distance from the main body, and was be- 
ginning to show signs of fatigue. If I was going to 
leave him, this was my opportunity ; and quietly 
loosening my hold, I B]i])ped oS his rump on to the 
ground, and betook myself in an opposite direction as ■ 
fast as I could go, and it was with feelings of relief 
«ad thankfulness that I had escaped so luckily from 
my lirst and only bnSalo ride. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

AGAIN A FEI80NKE. 

fOOTSOEE and weary I wandered over the 
prairie, straining my eyes in every direction in 
the vain hope of beholding the white-topped 
wagons of the train. My late involuntary jour- 
ney had borne me far to the southward ; and, although 
my rapid progress had given me but little opportunity 
for observation, still I was cor.vineed that the direc- 
tion in which I haa traveled waa likely to bring me 
in the track of the prairie caravans. I was not with- 
ont apprehension of again falling in with my late 
captors, and hardly knew wlretber I dreaded or de- 
sired it; fuUy realizing that I had nothing to look 
forward to in that event but torture and death. Still 
I felt that to see once again the sweet face of my be- 
loved I would risk every peril, even though I was help- 
less to aid her, and to witness her sufferings wonid oiily 
add to the poignant anguish that tortured me. Racked 
by these thoughts, and with a despairing heart, I walked 
steadily on. The day was now far spent, and I was be- 
ginning to experience the pangs of hunger, for I had 
eaten nothing since efo-ly morning ; but I suffered far 
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more from thirot, and for hours searched e^r^rly for 
water ; scanning the horizon in every direction for a 
flight of thefringe-lite foliage, of the cotton-wood 
trees. Stiff and sore from my confinement of the 
night previous, an^ enfEej-ing intensely from the wound 
on my head, which had been entirely neglected, my 
progress grew slower, and when night settled over the 
prairie my search wa* stiU nnsnccessfnl ; and without 
food, water, or shelter, I sank exhausted to the earth. 
After a time sleep gave me a welcome oblivion ; but 
my rest was disturbed by troubled dreams, and the 
dawn found me bat little refreshed. 

It was barely daylight when I again started. I felt 
weak and dizzy j and the conviction, forced itself up- 
on me that I must find food and water before many 
hours, or perish — my life depended on my finding 
water — and notwithstanding my intense snflFering, it 
was absolutely necessary to push forward in my search. 
My thoughts were momentarily diverted by a number 
of graceful animals that were advancing towards me ; 
when within about two hundred yards, they became 
affinghted and wheeling around scampered away, run- 
ning toward a clump of trees not far distant ; entering 
this grove, they disappeared from sight. I had heard 
many tales about this gracefiil little animal, the ante- 
lope; and among other things remembered, that to 
the weary and thirsty hunter traversing these bound- 
less plains, their presence was a sure indication that 
water w^ not far distant ; if these tales were true, 
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why then tliero was every probability that I might 
dako my burning thirst, which now had become ag- 
onizing torture, from eome rivulet within the reecBsoi 
of that wood ; animated by this thought 1 limped on 
with renewed energy. What had seemed bo near t« 
my Tision was in reality quite distant, as I found in 
my^endeavor to resell it ; for the ion had bi^n t* 
decline behind the horizon when I reached the belt 
of tiiober. Entering this leafy solitude, I had not 
advanced many eteps when my ears were gladdened by 
the Bonud of running water. With an exclamation of 
joy I ran to the banks of the arroyo (aa by this name 
these little streams are called), and, falling on my 
knees, was drinking with that intense eagerness tliat 
is known only by those who, lite myselfi have felt the 
delirium of thirst. 

I was about to rise re&eshed, when my gaze wan 
riveted by a reflected image on the bosom of the 
creek that curdled the blood in my veins, and para- 
lyzed me with terror ; it was the image of a hideous 
Indian, bending over me with uplifted hand grasping 
a long, gleaming knife. I jumped up with a terrified 
scream, only to find myself in the rough grasp of a 
brawny savage, and completely at his mercy. With 
a malicious leer he motioned me to accompany him. 
Feeling sick at heart, and drooping under the weight 
of my new misfortune, I was led through the tangled 
undergrtjwth, and after a walk of about fifteen mija- 
atoa, we emerged into a small clearing, whertt I 
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foand myeelf in the midst of a large party of Indiana. 
My advent created no little excitement, and I was soon 
the centre of a circle of carious eavages, who were 
more persistent than pleasing in their attentions. I 
■aw at once that I had again fallen into the hands of 
lie same iiartj by whom I was first captured ; fc* 
ainong those who clustered around me, I recognized 
the old chief who had directed the attack upon us. 
He approached me in a menacing manner, and utter- 
ed some words in the Indian tongne. From hie ges- 
tnres I could guess at his meaning, and understood 
that he was threatening me tot my supposed attempt 
to escape. He tlien gave some order, and I was in- 
itactly seized and conducted to the toot of a large 
tree ; mj gnards then bound me with a lariat and left 
me to my own reflections. 

My firet thought was of my wife ; and aa I had 
managed to place myself in a sitflng posture against 
the tree, I was enabled to obseire all that was passing, 
and to scan closely the groups around the camp fires. 
A few moments aatisfied me that if in the camp, she 
was not visible ; and lefl me a prey to many bonid 
imaginings. 

The savages were mostly seated around the firei, 
roasting meat over the embers and eating it greedily, 
•B occnpatioa of which they never seemed to tire ; 
flome were renewing the paint upon their bodies, and 
tlie grotesque striping and mottling showed in &ntaa- 
tic hues in the red and glaring light ; some ww« 
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gmoking eiirio&& looking pipoe of carved stoiiee ; all 
were chattering, laughing and gesticulating like lo 
many children. For a brief period I contemplated 
this wild scene with interest j but it soon grew monot- 
onous, and my mind painfully rererted to my peril- 
ous position. 

In satisfyuig the greater desire for water, 1 had for a 
time forgotten my craving for food, but it now retun- 
ed upon me with redoubled force. The Indiana had 
eyidently forgotten that even prisoners mnst eat, and 
I concluded that it was best to call their attention to 
my necessities ; by a shout I attracted the attfintitm 
of one of the warriors who was passing near me, and 
when he approached, I succeeded by gestures in mak- 
ing him understand my wants. Uttering a gntteral 
ugb I and slapping hie stomach he walked away, but 
returned in a few moments with a huge chunk of half 
cooked bnfEalo meat which he thi«w down before me, 
and nnbinding my hands motioned me to eat. I did 
not need a second invitation, but fell to at once, and 
devoured it with such voracity, that my Indian friend 
seemed both astonished and amused. When I-bad 
finished he brought me water in a gourd, and again 
securing my hands, bound me fast to the tree and left 
me once more to myself. i 

Fatigued by the hardships of the last two days, I 
Boon felt asleep, and knew no more until I wm 
awakened Ey a rough hand grasping my ahoolder, vaA 
on opening my eyes saw that it was daybreak, Md 
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the band wero preparing to move. Ten minatea later . 
I found myself mounted on a wiry looking mnfitaog, 
■ecm^j tied, and my horse led at the end of a lariat 
by the same Indian who had bronght me food the 
erening previoofi. Looking abont me, my eyes were 
■oon gladdened by the sight of my wife, mounted be- 
hind an Indian warrior ; she saw me at the same in- 
stant, Mid with a cry of joy strove to break her bonds 
and rash to my embrace ; it was a vain effort, and 
' only "^Bnlted in her receiving a blow from her eavage 
eoetodinn, which cowed her into silence. My feelings 
at thifl juncture can be better imagined than describ- 
ed ; bnt I could do nothing but endnre as best I 
might, and hope that a day of reckoning would yet, 
eoma, in which J should bitterly avenge all the 
wrongs I had experienced at the hands of the brutal 
savage, called in books, the "noble red man." For 
the present, there was nothing but submission and 
hope. 

I now saw to my surprise that we were not alone 
in onr misfortune, many other captives, prindpally 
women and children, were with the party. From 
their oostnme I saw that they most be Mexicans, and 
at once concluded that the Indians bad been on one 
of their periodical laida upon the Mexican frontier, 
and were on their return when they had accidentally 
&Uen in with oar little party. Evidently but a part 
of the band had taken part in our capture, for ihe at- 
; party were less than one hundred in number, 
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vrLile I now counted over fonr hundred wnnioiu 
The chances of escape seemed more unlikely than 
ever ; and my heart sank aa I'obieired theip formid- 
abie array. 

I most pass brieSy over the iucidente of our joni^ 
noy for several days following. We passed through 
a mdoly diversified country, and in spite of my men. 
tsl and physical snflcrings, I was greatly interested in 
Its strange scenery. We passed over wide stretch™ 
of prairie, dotted hero and there bymottes of timber, 
nsing like islands from the aca-like plain ; we thread- 
ed tortuous defiles of tbo mountains; and crawled, 
ralhcr than rode, tluTiugh terrific cafimu, whose pe> 
pendicnlar walls of many colored rock, rising to tb. 
height of thousands of feet, shrouded the narrow paii 
in majestic gloom. At times we suflored greatly for 
food and water; making one stretch of sixty mile, 
across the desert, and reaching its border In a state oi 
utter exhaustion. 

On the seventh day after my recapture we climbed 
a low mountain range, and on leachmg the crest saw 
before us a deep valley, walled in on every side by 
towering cliU, „f milk-white^juartz ; its sur&co wa. 
level, or nearly so ; through its centre a crystal line 
■ mdicated the presence of a small stream. A dmsc 
forest of pine fringed it on three sides ; vast herd, of 
horses and cattle roamed over the pkin, and cropped 
Its luxuriant herbage. The vaUey wa. elliptical in 
form, and mcasnred perhaps twelve mUe. in lengtk 
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by four or five in width ; at its upper oxtremity a 
group of Btrange looking structures were visible, of 
many forms and sizes; oue towering far above the 
rest had the appearance of a huge pyramid. From 
the joyfu] exclamations of the Indians I felt coniicleut 
that onr journey was nearly at an end". The tired 
mustangs were urged forward, and half an hour later 
we entered a detile,' passed round the faue of the cliff 
on a narrow ledge of rock, where two could not ride 
abreast, and emerged upon a platform from whence 
an easy descent led to the plain below. On reaching 
its grassy surface, the Indians set forward at fidl 
speed, uttering loud yells of delight and exultation ; 
and we could perceive many forms hastening down 
*!ie valley to meet us. The intervening space waa 
(juiekly passed, and we soon stood among the strange 
barbaric structures which form the chief town of the 
Cainanches. 

The captives were halted before the pyramidal 
■ building, which, from its great size and peculiar ap- 
pearance, I supposed to be the council house, or the 
dwelling of the chief. I afterwards learned th.it it 
was the temple, where they worship and sacrifice to 
the Sun-God ; for, like all the southern Indians, de- 
Bceudants of the ancient Aztecs, the Camanches wor^,^ 
ihip the sun and fire. ,-- - "^ 

But little time however, was givwi'&ie for observa- 
tion or reflection. I s!M"fudeIy jerked from my 
horse, and with-tlig other male captives led mto one 
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of the smaller lodges. DeBoending a mde ladder, v 
7ere placed in an nndergroimd apartment, uid after 
being anpplied with a scanty allowance of food, were 
again bound and left to aUence and darkness. 

Again separated from my wife, and knowing but 
too well what treatment sbe would be likely to receive 
at tbe hands of the red demons, flnshed with victory 
and spoil, I abandoned myself to the most gloomy 
reflections, which continued for many honre, nntil. 
tardy sleep relieved me for a time from my self-im-. 
posed torture. 
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fewjOW long I should have lain in tMe semi-coina- 
]^ toae state I know not, had I not been arouBsd 
by the Indian who eeemed to hare been ap- 
pointed my particular guard. Bringing me a 
portion of tase^o and moUa of water, he placed them 
on (he gronnd beside me, and removing the thongs 
from my wrists left me to dispatch my unpalatable 
food as best I might ; at noon, and in the evenijig, 
he repeated the perfMTuance. With the exception of 
this interruption I was left to my thoughts. My re- 
flectioDBwere of the bitterest and most gloomy nature. 
From my previous knowledge of the habits and charac- 
teristics of my (japtors I was assured that my fate was 
aeshid ; and my death only a matter of time. These 
sav^es only captured male prisoners the better to en- 
joy their destruction. What astonished me most was 
that they had not put me to the torture on their arri- 
Ttl at the village. Tho fate of my poor wife was the 
prof onndest mystery to me, as I had not seen or heard 
at hci ranee our parting on entering the Indian town. 
WbJlB I was being condoeted to my prison she was 
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Imrried oflE to the other end of tho village. The darb- 
ening gloom of my chamber iiifoimed me of the ap- 
proach of night ; and recognizing how important it 
was for me to secure all tlic repose possible, I prepared 
to retire. The preparations were of the eimptest 
character ; my feet being bound it was only neccBsaiy 
to stretch my form along the ground and I was in 
bed. 1 courted sleep with persistent endeavor ; but 
my mind was a prey to such agonizing reflections that 
the drowsy god held himself aloof. I counted back- 
wards, rolled vay eyes from side to side in their sock- 
etfi, and resorted to all the devices known to me, bai 
with indifferent success. All through the night the 
howling of the viUage dogs, the wild note of the swan, 
and tlie dismal whoops of the gruya, could be heard ; 
and* it is very difficult even under eireumstancei 
more favorable than those in which I was then placed to 
sleep vfith these noises ringing in one's cars. I^ter, 
when a long residence with the tribe had made me 
familiar with these sounds, and their causes, I wai 
not Tmfrequently startled by them. My imagination 
was constiintly dwellmg on my approaching fate ; and 
1 am sure I suffered cnongli mental agony to eufSce 
for a score of physical deaths. The next morning my 
keeper made his entry, this time without any food for 
me, and I was at once struck by his altered looks ; k* 
(fas oiled, and streaked with paint, fl-om the crown of 
his head to his waist ; his head dress was composed of 
eagles' plumes stained red, and his liml» were encafej 
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in buckakin leggings, the seams ot whidi were fiingod 
with long locks of hair, which attested to his prowess, 
as they were composed of scalp-locks taken from the 
heads of his enemies slain in battle ; the feet Tfere 
encased in moccasins, embroidered with beads and tlie 
qnills of the porcupine dyed in various colors ; froU' 
bis neck was suspended a collar, made of the tusks of 
the javali; his tomahawk hung gra^fuUy from his 
waist, and a fine robe of jagiiar-Ekins draped his back. 
Such a costume I felt sure was only worn on state oc- 
casions; and his presence filled me with apprehen- 
sions. I was not long held in suspense, for stooping 
over me he quickly cut my fastenings, and motioning 
me to rise I was presently conducted up the ladder 
and out into the ?y]age street. 

Emerging from the darkness into the bright sun- 
light, I was at first unable to distinguisb-objects, but 
as Boon as my eyos became accustomed to the glare, I 
was struck with astonisliment at the scene of bustle 
and activity that met my gaze. Indian women, chil- 
drun^ dogs and braves, were hurrying to and fro, seem- 
ingly intent on business of a most pressing and im- 
portant character. My cppearance wag the signal for 
a succession of howls and yah 1 yahs t from the assem- 
bled crowd. The women clustered around me and 
gave expression to tlieir hate in kicks, pinches and 
jeers ; even tlie dogs snapped at my heels. After a 
walk of a few minutes, wo eleared the skirts of the 
Tillage, and shaping our course towards the river that 



■,;, Google 



ran through tlie centre of the valley, 1 was sood 
among a crowd of other captives. They were eom- 
posed of Mexicans, chiefly, ajid all bore evidence of 
the struggle they had passed through, before yielding 
up their liberty; their clothes were torn, discloeiDg 
here and there ugly gashes, from which the blood had 
not yet ceased to ooze. One man among them es- 
pedftlly attracted my attention. He was dressed in 
the costume of the mountain trapper, and his fur 
cap, fitting closely to his head, was a fit accompani- 
ment to his tunic and leggings of dressed deerskin ; 
his face had a pecoliar expression which I could not 
account for, until I discovered that he had only one 
eye. At this time an Indian advanced toward us, 
bearing in his arms a quantity of small stakes ; I was 
at loss to understand what was to "transpire, when I 
heard my one-eyed companion mutter under his 
breath, " drat 'em, they be a goin' to stake as." Sure 
enough this was their intention ; seizing us one by 
one, they stretched ua on the turf in three files, the 
heads of one file resting between the feet of the row 
■ above him ; driving the stakes firmly into the ground, 
they fastened thongs of .raw hide to our wrists and 
ankles, and passing them aroimd the pins, drew oar 
feet and arms out to their utmost tension, making o'ur 
joints &irly crack. Pinioned in this way, our heads 
were the only moveable parts of onr bodies, and our 
upturned faces had the Ml benefit of the sun's rays, 
being subjected at the same time to attacks of swamn 
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of insectB. This tortnre was bo -very painM tJbat 
many fainted, bat the women soon brongbt the vio- 
tjmfl to coii6cioiiBnes3 by dashing an olla of water in 
their faces, snd with yells of delight witnessed the re- 
newal of the poor fellows' agoniee. I was eo complete- 
Iv disguised in dirt, that the Hies seemed to pass me 
by in despair ; antl being thiisin a measure relieved, I 
turned my attention to my companion on mj right, 
the trapper, lie seemed to be taking things very 
quietly, and evinced groat patience and fortitude un- 
der bis trials. The squaws were particularly attentive 
to him ; and at the time I tnrned my head in his" 
direction, two hags were amusing themselves sticking 
sharp pointed sticks into his body ; he bore it manful- 
ly, but I saw tears of agony streaming from under his 
eyelids. Presently the air was filled with yells and 
whoops ; our tormentors rushed oft pell-mell, the 
goards only remaining. I asked what was the mean- 
ing of this new outbreak ; to which the trapper re- 
plied that he supposed it was caused by the arrival of 
a new lot of those " gosh darned red niggers." 

Deeming this a good opportunity, I questioned him 
w to the intentions of our captors ; to which he replied 
that ire wonld be kept staked out. in this barbarous 
w«y until the games and feasting, with which they ' 
always celebrated succesBful forays, had been com- 
pleted ; and then we would be put to torture and 
death. 
"How will they kifl UB* " I asked. 



■,;, Google 



O, d«m 'am, the raminta tave u maaj myn « 
I ha™ Angers and toes, to knock the life out of a clmp ■ 
t^iey ino.t alius make ne run the gantlet, leastwise 
the Kimanch does; but ye see, they air such mighty 
nnsartm niggers, they does a'most enything but what 
yer expect them ter." 

" Will ™ have to remain in this position until the 
Indians are ready to torture us 1 '• I asked. 
, " 'Sped so," briefly answered my neighbor. 

The guard was now ncsring ns, and we remained 
silent. 

The feasting and festivities had now begnn We 
were unfastened and removed to the centre of tlie vil- 
lage, where a dance was about to begin. Our feet 
were still bound, b-jt wo" could assume a sitting pos- 
ture; thus situated, I saw for the iii,t time tlic m«,„. 
anckjc. The young girls only lake part in tMs colo^ 
bratioDi Iheygo through a number of graceful and 
mtricate evolutions, finishing by Ibrmiug in a semi- 
eircle around tlie chief and his queen, who a™ soat«d 
on a ter^-e of the temple. I was so much more in. 
torested in trying to discover my wife among the nu- 
merous lookers on, that I ,«id no special attention to 
the dance. The performance having come to an end, 
we wore again staked out, and our captors retnrned to' 
Uieir feasting, slauglitering fresh cattle to satisfy tlu, 
demands of their appetites. Our wants were net so 
well supplied. 
The next morning the games were renewed; Hii. 
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time we were takes ont on the prairie to witness the 
feata of horsemansliip, performed by the braTcs and 
their vieitors. Tliese were veiy fine, and for the time 
being I foi^t my own position in the interest excited 
in the daring feats of these children of the'^plains. 
They rode theL horseB at top speed ; vaultingon their 
backs and discharging arrows with as much apparent 
ease as if they stood etill. Tliey-weut through all 
the evolutiouB of Indian warfare, and ended with a 
mock battle ; their yells alone would have dismayed 
an ordinary adversary. 

Thirsty and tired, I and my companions were led 
back to om- old position and again securely fastened. 
Taming to Black, I said that I supposed they would 
open the festivities to-morrow with onr torture and 
deatli ; to which he replied that he " 'spectcd they 
would." *At least I thouglit, it wiU only be another 
apocies of torture, and we wonld be quickly released 
from it by death. Our guard now brought us some 
water and burnt meat, of which we were allowed tp 
partake. 

The thongs are again tightened ; onr guards move 
ftmong us to see that all is secure ; and the sentinel 
for the evening watch having been detailed, we are 
left to silence and oiir own thoughts — tboiiglits of our 
approaching doom, and perhaps of the loved ones far 
away in si>ne Mexican border town, whose unavail- 
ing prayers are being offered up for our safety. Filled 
with these emotions, some poor fellow wonld give ox- 
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pression to his pent-np feelings in a, long drawn eigh ; 
the only sonud that broke upon the etiUncBs of the 
night. The moon's beams penetrated into the valley ; 
the argent rays shedding a soft and subdued light, as 
they pierced the mist that was rising irom the river. 
I knew that death was our portion, but little did I 
dream that on Bueh scenes such awful mom should 
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CHAPTER VI. 

• THE TOETCBO. 

f^nNOTHER morning dawned; again we were 
S&C brought forth, and from the information gained 
from the old trapper, I knew that onr time for 
action had come. Lying in a group on the 
green sward, we watched the movements of onr ene- 
mies with painfiil interest. Our hands and feet were 
botind, but we were not otherwise secured, and were 
therefore enabled to sit up and look around ub ; we 
saw that the Indiana were divested of every super- 
fluous article of dreec or ornament, that their move- 
ments might be light and unimpeded. We saw them 
enter the woods and return with clubs freshly cut 
ficom the trees, an ominous indication of the fate in 
store for ns. To the number cf several hundred the 
savages had gathered npon the plain, and were arrang- 
ing the preliminaries for their fiendish sport. We 
watched their preparations with a peculiar interest ; at 
length all seemed in readiness — ^two rows of Indians 
stretched ah>ng the plain for a distance of about three 
hmndred yards — all were armed with clubs, and stood 
fcMng each other ; aa interval of three or four paces 
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separating the ranks. Between these lines we had to 
run and receive blows in passing, from all who were 
qnid( onongh to hit v.s. "We were told tliat if my of 
Olip nmubcr aehievod the apparently impossible feat of 
passing t-c entire line, and could reach the foot of 
the clifl' nithont being oi-ortakcn that onr lives would 
be spared. I asltcd the old trapper if ho believed this. 
" Not bj a dura sight," was his reply ; ■' its all a cus- 
sed injnn lie, jnst to make us do our pnttiest ; tliej'll 
roast us ill the same, blast 'em." I was satisfied that 
tlie promise was ot no value, even if they should ad 
here to it ; for the fleetest runner could never pass 
the lines. 

Several of the warriors now appreachcd us, and nn 
tied one of the Mexicans ; be was to run first. Al- 
though an athletic and active specimen of his race, be ' 
was quickly disposed of; running barely ten paces be- 
fore he was stretched senseless, and brought back 
helpless and Weeding, while the air resounded with 
the wild yells of the savage bystanders. Tliroe of th« 
, other captives soon mot the same fkte, and tlien it 
came my timi ; I was unbound and led forward and 
stood awaiting the signal to begin the terrible raea. 
Witliin a few moments a wild scheme had formed !&.. 
self in my mind, and although fully realising itt do-' 
perate nature, I had determined to make the' effort, 
oven if I perished in the attempt. I had noticed thai, 
with the exception of those forming the lines between 
which I waa to run, the Indians all stood heMnd m« ; 
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and for a coneiderable space arotmd me the ground 
was entirely clear. My plan wae to start as if with 
the intention of enteiing the lane of savages, bnt to 
toddenly diverge to the right or left, as might seem 
most expedient, and run directly down the valley, 
with the hope that I might be able to reach the 
dense and tangled forest which fringed it, and conceal 
myself in its recesses until I could find some way out 
of my lock -environed prison. As I look back at it 
nmo, I can only wonder that I should have had the 
hardihood to attsmpt it. Not an Indian among the 
hundreds around but knew well ail the paths and 
windings of the wooded borders of tho valley, even 
supposing that I were fortunate enough to reach it; 
but tliat was improbable. Among so many it was 
likely there would be several able to outstrip me in 
speed, fast runner as I deemed myself ; and if 
fivertaken, I could expect nothing but more cruel 
treatment than I had yet esperienced. Besides, 
although I did not know it at the time, the valley had 
bnt two entrances, and these were constantly guarded 
hy a watchful picket. Ent at tho time I thought of 
Hone of these things-—" drowning men will catch at 
' straws," says the old adage — and my hastily formed 
plan seemed to me to promise success. Having formed' 
«y I'csolntion I was necessitated to put it in prac- 
tice at once. The Indiana were already impatient for 
mother victim, and the signal being given I started 
•n ray race for life at the top of my speed. At first I 
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ran directly for the living lane, where my enemiea 
waited with poised dube each eager to strike the first 
blow, but 08 I neared it I made a eudden break to the 
right, and gathering all ray energies for one mighty 
effprt, I broke through a group of old men and idlers 
who were watching the sport. Despite their efforts 
to intercept rile I cleared them in an instant, and 
ran down the valley with the whole yelling mob at 
my heels. Some half dozen of my pursuers being 
swifter of foot forged ahead of their comrades, but 
they did not seem to gain upon me, and for a time it 
seemed that I would distance them entirely; but 1 
had overestimated my strength, and to my akrm 
found myself growing weak, and running heavily and 
with painful effort. 

I had now, however, nearly reached the timber, and 
■^trained every nervfe to gain its welcome shadow; 
looking back, I saw that one of my purBuere was 
within two hundred yards of me, and gaining rapid- 
ly ; straining every nerve, I kept up my headlong 
pace, lut when within fifty paces of the woods and 
with my enemy but little further behind me, I tripped 
and fell, and had barely time to spring to my feet be- 
fore he was upon me ; he was entirely unarmed, hav- 
ing thrown away his club during the chase. As he 
rushed upon me, I met him with a blow from my fist, 
delivered with all the force of which I was capable. 
Striking Imq, directly under the chin, it knocked him ' 
eompletely off his feet, and he measi:rwi his length. 
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npon the graes, I tnmed with a spring, and waa 
about to plunge into the thicket, when the dense vin- 
dergrowth parted directly before me, and I stood face 
to face with an Indian of gigantic size and most 
singular appearance. For a moment I waa complete- 
ly paralyzed ; not eo my new opponent. Kealizing 
the situation at a glance, be sprang upon me, and bore 
me to the ground with scareoly an effort. Emerging 
from the lethai^ which- had enthralled me for a mo- 
ment, I struggled frantically to free myself, but in 
vain. Several others had now come up, and my fel- 
len antagonist, who had been stunned for a - moment, 
recovered himself, with his temper not at all improv- 
ed by the rough handling he had received, and snateh- 
iag a kmfe from the belt of one of the new comers, 
aimed a blow at me wliicb would have ended my life 
on the instant, and prevented this narrative from be- - 
ing written. My captor seized hia arm, and rebuked 
him BO sternly, that he slunk away abashed. I was 
then allowed to rise to my feet, and my hands being 
botmd, the huge Indian, who seemed to be in autboi^ 
ity, and of whom the others evidently stood in awe 
consigned me to the enBtody of two warriors, and dis- 
missing the rest with a wave of his hand, again dis- 
■ppeared in the thicket. 

Led between my two guards, I was soon taken back 
to the village, followed by an excited erowd of In- 
diuis, who showed a disposition to handle me pretty 
acm^y, bat thdr unwelcome attentiooB were present . 
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ed i>y my coiMuetors who piielied rapidly through the 
crowd, aud soon reached the lodge in which I had 
previously boon continod. I was -'booh reinstalled in 
my gloomy prison, and alter tying me in the usual 
manner, my attendants left me to solitude and 
misery. 

Bitterly disappointed by the failure of my daiing 
Bclicmo""at the very moment ivheu it seemed to pro- 
mise success, my thoughts were tlie reverse of plea- 
sant ; and when my mind reverted to tlie fate of my 
wife, I suffered such mental agony, ae I pray thatyon, 
kindreaOer, may never know. 

Another night passed, and remembering the words 
of the oia trapper, I awoke filled with the conviction 
that it was to .-be my last day on earth. The naual 
geanty meal was supplied to me, and about an hour 
later I was again brought forth upon the plain. 
1 was soon among my companions in misfortune, 
and like them securely tied to stakes; but allow- 
ed to sit upright,, as if the red demons wished ub 
to fully observe the preparations now going for- 
ward. 

Upon the level plain facing the temple, and at a 
short distance from it, scores of brawny savi^ee wer4 ■ 
busily engaged planting firmly in the ground a rowof 
massive posts ; they were arranged in a eemi^arcle, 
and were abont twenty in number. We saw many of the 
Indians go to the woods, tomahawk in hand ; w© hoaw 
the eomidfl of chopping, and saw them return witfr 
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bundles of faggots ; we saw tliem fastening cnrionBly 
faahioned chains of copper to the posts ; we observed 
them painting their faces and bodies in liidcons stripes 
of red and black. It was a scene of fearfui import^ 
for we knew but too well that it was tlie prelude to 
the tortiue. What were my companions' reflections I 
knew not, for they spoke but little. But the set and 
stem expression tiiat showed itself on every face, told 
me plainly that they fully realized tlic terrible drama 
in which they wore to be the principal actors. The 
appearance of all was ghastly iu the extreme. Travci- 
stained, covered with dust, and with spots of dried 
blood, some showing fresh and bleeding wounds 
—souvenirs of yesterday's rough sport— our clothing 
torn and disarranged, we were indeed objects of pity, 
calculated to excite commiseration in the breasts of 
any others than the brutal and sanguinary wretches 
who were about to put us to a terrible death. As for 
me, my brain was on lire ; and could I but have freed 
myself from my bonds I wonfd gladly have sought 
instant death at tlie hands of the nearest savage, 
rather than to longer endure the ever present torture 
of mind, and the not more acute physical Buffering 
which I was soon to undergo. 

At last their preparations seemed cerapleted, and 
the audience assembled. Camanehes and Apaches 
alike gathered before the temple, forming a vast semi- 
circle. The terraces of the temple were occupied by 
the older men, and upon its eomuiit were seated a 
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group of men in Btrange eostumes, the priesta of 
Qnetzaleoatl. Directly in front of the temple a sort 
of tliTone had been erected, and upon it sat the aged 
chief, with his Buljordinates grouped around him. An 
old Indian of most repulsive aspect, seemed to direct 
the proceedings, assisted by aboat a hundred of the 
younger warriors. A number approached ua, we 
were released from our fastenings and led for- 
ward; our ragged garments were soon stripped 
from our bodies, and with dextrous rapidity we 
were bound singly to the stakes already prepared 
for us. 

To the hom' of my death I can never forget that 
scene. For years it haunted me, and even now, at 
times I start from my sleep with a cry of terror as I 
fancy I see again that mob of yelling, painted demons, 
the crowded terraces of the temple gay with the bright 
colors of barbaric costumes, the little band of doomed 
captives, the fagots, stakes, and all the terrible instru- 
ments of death. Back of all, the snow white cliffs, 
fringed with the dark green foliage of the pines, 
and Heaven's sunshine falling over all, as if in 
mockery of the awful tragedy about to be enacted. 
I wake — and shuddering, thank God that it is only_ 
a dream. 

But it was all too real then. At a signal from their 
leader the savage executioners heaped the fagots aroimd 
ufl, placing them at a sufficient distance to insure the 
prolongation of our sufferings, so that we might die 
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slowly, and afford them ample time to fiilly enjoy onr - 
sgonieB. The fires vrere lighted, and the smoke rolled 

np in Tolnmes, and threatened to snfFocate as and pnt 
a epeedy end to onr torments. In a few seconds how- 
ever, as the wood got fairly blazing, the smoke lifted, 
and as we began to writhe in agony, a yell of delight 
went np from more than three thoneand savage throats. 
The heat grew more intense ; my skin was scorched 
and blistered ; dizzy and faint, I felt that the end was 
near, and longed for death as a speedy escape from 
snch t«rrible pain. Some of my companions, rendered 
frantic by their sufferings, gave vent to screams of 
uigoish ; others endnred in silence. 

Mnetering all my fortitude, as yet not a sound had 
escaped me ; I had closed my eyes, and was ferveatly 
praying for the relief which I knew death must soon 
give me, when I was startled by a wild cry, followed 
by a yell of astonishment from the savage spectators. 
Opening F>y eyes I saw the same gigantic Indian who 
iiad recaptured me on the day previous, making his 
way rapidly through the crowd, who fell back to right 
and left with precipitate haste. Hushing directly to- 
wards me he scattered the blazing brands, released me 
as quick as thought, and dragged me to the front of 
the temple, while the air resounded with the yells and 
exclamations of the Indians. Eaising his hand he 
bushed them into silence, and uttered a few words in 
the Camanche tongue ; their meaning was lost upon 
me ; I coold only distinguish the word " Quetzalcoatl," 
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which I know to be the name of their God. But the 
pevulsion of fecliag, and the terrible ordeal tbrongk 
which I had passed, proved too mneh for my ox- 
hauatod frame ; I swooned and aaug inBcneiblo to tbe 
earth. 
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CHAPTER VTI. 

W A-KO-MET-KL A . 

^^3E Indian to wliom I owed my life a eecood time, 
1^ and who^ad braved the wrath of tlie fiends to 
^S* Bnatch me from a death, in coniparieon to which 
•t all others pale into iasignilieaBce, the tried friend, 
whose friendship stood as a shield between me and 
petty persecution during my captivity, I shall ever hold - 
■ in gratefnl remembrance. To him I owe the only 
hoora of contentment that were vouchfiafcd me during 
eeven years of existence ; seven long years of toil and 
mental anguish. How can I pictiu'e to the imagina- 
tion <tf my readers the noble qualities of head and 
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heart with which this child of nature wae ^ 
dowed ? Hewaa a rough diamond, and it was oatj 

bj the attrition of constant interconrse that his best 
qnalities displayed themeelvcB. PhyaicaUj he waa 
perfect ; his movements were instinct with that graca 
and ease that are the attribntet of those alone whoM 
lives have been spent m the cultivation of all exer- 
cises that look to the development of the muscles. 
How vividly his image presents itself to my mind m 
I write ; his body, which waa nude to the waiat, ex- 
cept on oeeasioDH, when religions ohservaneeo demanded 
peculiar attire, was streaked most fantastically with 
dificrent colored pigments. The head-dress, that con- 
sisted of two war eagles' plumes, one dyed vemulion, 
the other its natural hue, served only the more to 
distinguish a head that woidd have been conspicnons 
in any company, Suepeuded from hie neck by a mas- 
sive chain hung a disc of beaten gold, on which wm 
rudely engraved the figure of a tortoise, the symbol of 
priesthood. Pendants of gold depent^ed from either 
ear, and his arms were encircled above the elbow with 
broad gold bands. The limbs were encased in leg- 
gings of dressed fawn skin, ornamented along tb« 
seams with a fringe of scalp-locks ; a guarantee of his 
personal bravery. Moccasins worked into grotesqne 
designs with beads and porcupine quills covered his 
feet. Pervading all like an intangible eeeence tw» 
that ever present frank bearing and dignified cotirteay, 
that at once marked him as a chieftain and ruler ftmong 
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men. SbcIi waa the mediciDe man of tlie Oamanehee 
And the high-priest of Quetzaleoatl, Wakometkla. 

With retuminj!; conaciotisnesa, I found myself ex- 
tended along the sward, the Indian kneeling by my 
side and hoiding in the palm of his hand Bome crufihed 
bark, of a peculiarly pongent and aromatic odor. 
Clustered aronnd me were a group of sarages, who, 
jadging by their menacing looks and excited gestureB 
were not wholly pleaeed with the new turn which 
affairs had taken. One among them, emboldened 
perhaps by the unconcern of the chief, approached 
more nearly, and unsheathing his knife, raised the 
long, ghttering, and mnrderous looking blade in mid 
air, preparatory to burying it hilt deep in my unresist- 
ing body. In -a moment Wakometkla was on his 
feet, his proud form dilating with wrath. Grasping 
the culprit by the throat, he hnrled bim from him 
with tremendous force, sending him reeling through 
the crowd and to the ground ; then turning to those 
that remained, he administered a sharp rebuke and 
motioned them away ; they dispersed without delay, 
leaving me alone once more; the priest, meantime 
having entered the temple. I could distinctly hear 
the crackling of the fagots and the agonizing wail of 
some poor victim, as the greedy flames, leaping higher 
and higher devoured his quivering flesh. Interming- 
ling with the groans of the dying captives could he 
heard the triumphant yells of the bloodthirsty savages, 
which were echoed by the women that everywhere 
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filled the terpaoos of tlie WgoB and temple; theu 
biiglit-hued robea terming a striking contraat with 
thcr dark comploiibna. Over thia scene of bntchcp, 
shone thesnn, which bad now reached in ranitli, in 
all its onclouded briffiancy; the mountainous walls of 
milky quartz that enclosed the valley, catching hi. 
beams and reflecting them in myriad prismatic hues, 
that gave one the impression that he was in some en- 
chanted domain. 

The priest soon returned accompanied by a yonng 
girl, who bore in her arms a quantity of roots uid 
strips of long hart, and placing them on the groimd 
at my feet commenced applying them, Sr«t the leavea, 
then the bark, to my limbs. Soon I was swathed and 
bandaged like a mummy"; which operation being per- 
formed, I was taken in their arms and carried insid. 
the temple. 

Descending a ladder we entered a darkened cham- 
ber, the walls of which were hung with robes and 
curious devices; passing through this roomlwas con- 
ducted to an inner apartment which was partitioned 
oil by a cTrtain of buffalo robes. In the comer of 
this room was a conch on which I was placed. After 
giving the giri some brief directions, the priest Icfl m, 
the giri following him, after having bronghi' me an 
earthen vessel filled with a dark liquid, which 1 un- 
dcittood by her gestures J was to drink. Such waa 
the magical effect of the leaves in which my tamed 
limbs were bound, that I no longer felt any pain, and 
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taking a deep draught of the liquid, I was soon 
fteleep. 

I must have elept many hotirBf for ou awakening 
1 found that it had grown quite dark, the only 
light being rappiJed by a small bloish flame that 
was dimly burning on a tripod in the center of the 
room. My attention was attracted' by the peculiar 
famiture — if eneh it might be called — of this 
strange place. The walls are hung with hideous 
shapes and skins of wild beasts; in which ever way I 
torn, I am attracted by odd shapes, such as the fleree 
visage of the grizzly bear, the white bnfEalo and pan- 
ther ; while interspersed among^tbe horns of the cim- 
maron, elk and bison, are grim idols carved from tlie red 
claystone of the desert. All these, I feel sure, are 
the symbols of a horrid and mystic religion. The 
f nmes of the charcoal begin to affect me, my head 
grows hot ; the pnlse beats quicker ; I fancy I hear 
strange noises ; I think there are animals moving on 
the stone pavement ; the fitful flame discloses a ehin- 
iug object, whose sinuous and gliding movements be- 
trays the presence of the dreaded crotalus ; it ap- 
proaches my bed ; its bead-like eyes glittering with a 
baleful light. My teiTor and excitement have now 
become agonizing ; the veins stand out upon my fore- 
bead like whip cords ; I am bathed in a cold perspira- 
tion. Making a mighty endeavor, I free my feet 
from the thongs that bind them, and springing from 
the bed, rush wildly towards the center of the room. 
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Once the sacred fire is reached, I can paitially protect 
myself by scattering the glowing coals on the floor, 
and fight the reptiles with what they dread the most. 
In leaving the couch my foot becomes entangled, I 
give a sudden jerk, and to my horror and dismay, 
puU down a section of the fur-covered wall ; a sight 
discloses itsslf that curdles the blood in my veins and 
thrills my frame with a paralyzing hon'or. 1 haoe 
distirhed a nest of htige serpente I . They move ; un- 
coil themselves, and join the orotahiBi suddenly the 
room seems alive vrith the venomous creatui'es. I 
hear the dreaded rattle and the sibilant hiss ; rushing 
toward the fire, 1 seize the tripod and dash it to the 
ground, scattering the glowing embeis in every di- 
rection. My fright becomes terrible, and I imagine 
the monsters are crawling over my body. With the 
frenzy of despair I i-ush to the door that leads oul 
of this clumber of horrars, aU the while uttering the 
most feai-fu! shrieks. In a twinkling I am confronted 
by Indians, bearing lighted torches ; talcing in the 
situation at a glance, they enter the apartment, chase 
the serpents back to their hiding places, while I am 
hurried away to less disagreeable quarters. I have 
passed through many thrCliog adventures, but for 
unpai-alleled horror, this one was without its peerJ 

The following morning, I was taken into the pre- 
sence of the priest. That something of anusual mo- 
ment was about to transpire, I felt sure, from the 
geneiul air and appearance of those in the room. 
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Wakometkla was seated on a throne, around him 
were grouped a number of chiefs in all the bravery of 
war paint, plumes and robes. It was the council 
cliambor, and I was about to go throngh the cei-emony 
of adoption into the tribe. It might have been inter 
eeting had I understood their tongue, but ae it wae, 1 
played the part of a puppet. 

The profoundest silence reigned throughout the 
apartment, and the gray dawn, stealing m through the 
door of the lodge, pervaded the room and made it 
colder and more desolate than betbi-e. A chief ad- 
vanced to my Bide, and muttering something in wliicli 
I could only distinguish the words " Americano " and 
" Quetzaleoatl," led me to the foot of the dais. Wako- 
KBTKLA arose and addressed me at length ; then the 
warriors formed in a circle and moved around me, ac- 
companying their movements with a wild sort of 
ahant. A young boy and girl, standing on one side 
supplied the mnsic, using for this purpose an Indian 
drum, which produced a monotonous but rythmic 
sound. This ceremony over, I am again led out and 
toy clothes stripped from my back ; s'-ibsfcituting in 
theii- stead leggings and moccasins only. My body js 
then besmeai-ed with paint and oil. My hair is shaved 
with scalping kmves, leaving only a small r'dge on 
my head, that ran S-om my forehead to my neck. 
Thtis disguised and regenerated, I am again led into 
the presence of the chief, who embraces me, and wav- ' 
ing his arm a young wairior advances with a neek- 
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lace, Bliield, bow and quiver, tomahawk and lance ; 
tbeae are given to me in addition to a tobacco poach 
filled with l^neck Kniek, the Indian anhBtitute for to- 
bacco. Thud accoutered, I am once more placed in 
tlie center of a circle, this time outdde of the lodge ; 
a small piece of turf is removed and the savages agam 
commence their ineantatione. The dance is exceed- 
ingly grotesque, and consistB of a aerieB of yellfi, 
jumps and jarring gutterals, which are eometimes 
truly territying. Every step has its meaning, and 
every dance its peculiar song. When one becomes 
fetigned by the exercises, he signifies it by bending 
quite forward and sinking his body towards the 
a:ronnd, then withdraws from the circle; when all 
have retired, in this manner the dance is ended, and 
all that remains to make me one of them is braaid'mg. 
During these ceremonies, I often wondered why I 
shonld have been singled out for adoption, when there 
were others who would, in my opinion have answered 
Aeir purposes so much better ; the Mejdcana, for in- 
stance, with whose language they were familiar, would 
have been more serviceable ; again, why should they 
take anyone into the tribe \ Later, all this was ex- 
plained. It seems that the medicine man is aperse to 
initiating any of his own people into the secrets tod 
hocus-pocus of his art, as the apprentice, with the 
knowledge thus gained, might in time become a for- 
midable rival. By adopting a captive this risk is ob- 
viated, as under no circumstances could he aspire to 



,i-,;, Google 



the honors of priesthood. In the event of his escape, the 
only damage would be the loss of an experienced aaaiflt- 
ant. From this time I was always addreaaed bj my 
new name Tah-teck-a-da-haib (the steep wind), pro- 
bably from the fact that I outstripped my pursuers in 
loy vain effort at escape. I was allowed to roam at 
wiU through the village, but I noticed that wherever 
I went, watchful eyes followed my every motion. 

I was actuated in my rambles solely by the desire 
to see my wife; vain effort. I entered lod^i; after 
lodge, climbed from terrace to terrai ,;, but my patient 
and loving endeavor was unrewarded. Fatigued, and 
with a desponding heart, I retraced my steps towards 
the temple. 

Morning once more dawns ; it is the honr of wor- 
ship ; groups may be seen at the doore of the differ- 
ent lodges ; they separate, aome incline their course 
to the river, where sparkling waters are just dis- 
ceruable, as the blue mist, that during the night had 
hung over the valley, rises upward. Filling their 
olios they return, carrying the earthen vessels on theii 
heads. Others may be seen wending their way to the 
temple; I, among others ascend ; arriving at the top, 
I find a number ah-eady congr^ated there ; they 
make way for me, showing a deference as new as it is ' 
unexpected. I have a fine view of the village, and 
what an odd look it has ; what strange structures 
meet my view ; some are one, others two, three, and 
arm four stories in height ; they resemble pyramids 
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■with a piece of tlie top ctit off; each npper etoiy is 
smaller than that below it ; the lower one serving as a 
terrace for the one above, and tbu6 up to the top. 
The clay of wliich tliey are built is of a yellowish 
tiage. Leaning against each terrace is a ladder, that 
serves as Btaira to the stoiy aboYO ; no windows are to 
be seen, hut doors lead into the lodge from every ter- 
race. Those lodges occnpied by warriors and ebiefe are 
ornamented by long poles projecting from the top of 
the structm-e, from which float pennants, bearing var- 
ious devices ; the temple looms up over all. The 
eorrale, in which the cattle are secured during the 
niglit, are near the houses of their owners. Close to 
the staff of the temple stands an altar, on which a 
fire ie burning ; and huddled in a smaU group near its 
base are a group of female captives ; their forms are 
almost shi'ouded in the long striped Indian blankets. 
Impelled by a resistless force I near them ; one tarna 
towards me, it is my wife ; opening my anus I rush 
■.vildly forwai-d, overturning men and women by this 
sudden and precipitate movement, ily wife is appar- 
ently as mtieh friglitened as the others ; then recog- 
nizing my voice slie bi-eaks from the group and is 
soon in my ai-ms. "We wore not long allowed to -re- 
main in each others arms ; recovering from their sur- 
prise, the Indians seized and parted us. During the 
remainder of the time spent on the top of the tem- . 
pie, Mrs.. Eastman was kept guaixled and separated 
■from Tahteckadauaie, the Indian brave. There is a 
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commoaon, the crowd p»rt, and WiioMBTrmA adian- 
eee to the altap. The drum beMB, al] prostrate them 
solves; tlio drum again beats, and the mitialM7 cere- 
mony is oonchded ; the crowd is motionless ; all face 
to the east. The quartz wall that shuts in the yallej, 
and whose pinnacles point heavenward in needle-, 
shaped spires, brighten ; the points sparlde like dia- 
monds; arajpeneti»tesint« the valley; the monn- 
tam suddenly seems on fire, and, as if by magic, the ' 
god of light flashes on on, uptnmed faces, bathing 
the snrronnding objects in a flo.,d of glorv. All 
nature seems jubilant. The birds carol forth their 
blithest songs; the river sparHes and dances in the 
sunlight ; the drum is heard once moi-e ; the devotees 
prostrate themselves and bend m submissive adora- 
tion before the coming of the fiery god. Quetzal 
eoatL 
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CHAPTER Vni. 

A HEW TOOATIOS. 

fmS ceremony over, the priestB and worshiperB 
withdrew ; my wife was led away by her guards, 
and I was left for a moment alone with "Wako- 
METKLA ; he stood gazing toward the distant 
mountains and seemed lost in reverie. At length 
he roused himself, and turning towards me, approach- 
ed and taking me by the arm, conducted me once 
more to the lower part of tlie temple. "We descended 
to the subterranean apartments, and paaeing through 
several, at length entered a room of good size, but so 
littered with the various utensils of his profession as 
to be almost impassable. Hugh earthen cauldrons, 
set upon blocts of stone, were ranged across one end, 
and these were filled with a thick liquid of a dark 
brown color. Buadles of dried herbs were suspended 
from the walls and ceiling; the plants seemed to beof 
many speeies, but were all strange and unknown to 
me. A large block of stone standing in the center of 
the room served as a table, and upon this were a nnm- 
ber of piles of bark and small lumps of a thick resi- 
nous gum ; in one eomer, were two or three smaller 
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«tone blodffl, each with » caritjin the center, md 
endently med for the same purpose as a dmmist's 
mortar, 

I viewed the strange apartment and its contentt 
with mnch intepsst, for I saw that in this place the 
old man compounded snch simple remedies as he had 
heen taught bj experience, were necessary for the 
treatment of the ailments t<t which his tribe was snb- 
jeet. On; entering, he had motioned me to a seat, 
and I had accordingly pUced mysoK upon a fragment 
of rock and sat quietly observing his proceedings and 
reflecting upon the strange situation m which I found 
myseH. My companion, (or sometime paid no atten- 
tion whatever to me; divesting himself of his robes 
and ornaments, he enveloped himself in a sort of 
tunic made fiom thestinofsomewildbessl;towhat 
particuUr kind of animal it had once belonged I was 
unable to form an idea, as the hair had been removed 
and the surface painted in many colors, with curious 
designs; it was without sleeves, showing his muscnhir 
arms bared to the shoulder, and with bracelets of " 
roughly beaten gold upon the wrists. Taking a piece 
of wood, shaped something lite a paddle, he com- 
menced stirring the contents of the cauldrons and ' 
tastmg the miitnre, occasionaUj adding snudl portions 
of a transparent Kqmd of a pale yellow color, which 
he poured from s small earthen vessel. For some time 
he continued his employment while I watched and 
meditated, but at length he ceased his labors and 
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beckoned me to appraaeli Wm. Tajring a portion of 
bai-k from the table lie placed it in one of the Btone 
basins, and seizing a atone uteneii, similar in shape to 
a lai^e gourd, began cmahing the hark, motioning me 
meantime io watch him, and working with great en- 
ergy. He continued in this manner for some minuteB, 
imtil he appeared to conclude that I had become eufB- 
cieiitly familiar with the proeees, and then directed 
me by gestm^es to take his place, and T soon found 
myself busily' engaged reducing the bark to powder. 
At first the diange from my hitherto enforced idlo- 
ngsB was a pleasant relief, bat 1 soon found that it 
was hard and exhausting labor ; the persph-ation rolled 
lown my face 'in streams, and I felt a strong inclina- 
■■-ion to cease operations. My new master, however, 
plainly looked with disiavor upon such an intention, 
for the moment that 1 slackened in my toil, he would 
shake his head gravely and ipotion me to continue, 
and to wori more rapidly, and I hid no altematiTe 
but to obey. 

Of one thing I was satisfied, my new occupation 
was likely to he no sinecure ; there was evidently 
work enough to keep mo constantly employed, and 
Wlkometkla would no doubt see to it that I wasted 
no time. For the remainder of the day I was kept 
hard at it, with the exception of the brief period al- 
lowed me for partaking of my food. So f ai' as quan- 
tity was concerned, I had no reason to complain of 
the fair supplied me, hut its quahty was not so satis- 
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factory, it was a species of itwo/o, or di-ied meat,, but 
of what animal it liad originally formed a part, I -was 
entirely unable to determine. 

In place of bread, I was given a sort of cake made 
from th.ejmi,on nuts, and not nnpalatable, but a poor 
substitute for the food to which I had been accus- 
tomed. When my day's toil was over, Wakometela, 
motioning me to follow him, led the way into an ad- 
joining apartment, and pointing to a nide couch oi 
akine, indicated that it was to be my resting place for 
the night. Wearied by my miaccustonied labor, I 
tirew myself down wjthout thciformality of undressing, 
aod was soon biuied in deep and dreamless slumber, 

At an early. Lour on the following morning I was 
awakened by Wakometela, and found myself mnch 
refreshed by the first night's sound sleep I had enjoyed 
for many days. I was again conducted to the scene 
of my labors of the day prerions and soon found my- 
self at work again. This time, however, I was .set st 
a different employment from that in which I had been 
iiitherto engaged. Seated upon the earthen floor, with 
a large flat stone before me, I picked over and sepanitsd 
the various strange herbs, sorting them into heaps ; 
the medicine man stood by and directed my operations,' 
utterir;g a grunt of approval when he saw that I com- 
prehended his pantomimic instraetions. At length, 
seeming satisfied that I could complete the task witli- 
onfc furtlier assistance, he left me, and for several hours. 
I worked on aioue. About the middle of tlse fore 
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noon, I had nearly finished my labor, when Waxo 
MjimtLA suddenly entered and motioned me to rise and 
follow Mm; we passed through several apartments 
and entered the mystery room. Approaching a re- 
cess in one comer, my master drew back a curtain of 
skins and disclosed an aperture of considerable size ; 
this he entered and disappeared for a moment, but 
quickly returned, hearing in his hand a metallic circlet 
'which glittered in the light of the lambent flame that 
arose from the altar; as he approached me I saw 
that it was a rudely fashioned collar of silver, its enr- 
fece covered with engraved lines and strange cabalis- 
tic characters ; this he speedily fastened around my 
neck in such" a way that I conld not displace it, and 
again motioned me to follow him ; leaving me entirely 
in the dark, as to the object or meaning of fJiis singu- 
lar proceeding. Reaching the first terrace of the tem- 
ple, we descended to the plain and passed through the 
main street of the village until we reached its outskirta. 
Although wondering greatly what new experience 
I was about to meet with, I could not fail to notice 
the great respect with which my strange protector 
was treated, a respect seemingly not nnraixed with 
awe. Many curious glances were east at me ae we 
passed through the crowd of idlers and " dandies " 
who lounged about the open space before the temple, 
but no word was spoken as they drew back to make 
way for us. 
At the edge of the plain, and standing apart from 
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the other Btroetnres, I had observed a Bmajl lodge ; it 
diflered in no respect from the others except in size. 
"We walked directly towards this, and on reaching it 
Wakometkla entered, motioning me to remain out- 
side. Laying down upon the green tnrf, I abandoned 
myself to rest and reflection. Natnially, my thoughts 
were mainiy of my wife ; and the mystery as to her 
whereabouts and probable fate constantly occupied my 
mind. Had I bnt known it, my suspense waa soon to 
be at an end ; but I little dreamed that I was soon to 
Bee her again, to meet only to part for years, and with 
the certainty that she would be subjected to every 
d^;radation ; and had I known it, such knowledge 
would have only caused me additional misery. For 
over an hour I laid motionless ; at times watching the 
morements of a party of Indians who were engaged 
in bail play; at times lost in thouglit. At" last my 
savage master, having finished his visit, the object of 
which I knew not, emerged from the lodge and signed 
me to rise. We retraced our steps until we reached 
the temple, when he indicated by gestures that I might 
remain without. I concluded from his manner that 
I was at liberty for a time at least to follow my own 
indinations, and accordingly occupied myself in making ' 
a tour of the village, thinking it possible that I might 
Bee something of my wife. As I strolled about, I 
was surprised to find that I was entirely unmolested, 
although many of the red warriors looked at me ^rf6l 
*n expression that indicated adesire to "lift my hair. 
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I afterward learned that the silver ooilarl wore wtm 
, itself a safegaard which the boldest "buck" in. the 
village wonld not dare to violate. 

My search was for the time unavailing ; returning 
to the vicinity of the temple, I laid down upon the 
ground and awaited the BUmmone of Wakombtki,a, 
whit^ I nioQientarily expected. It seemed, however, 
that he had either forgotten me, or was busied with 
something of more importance, as I was ssfEei-ea lo 
remain by myself for several hours. Watehing the 
varioDB groups aroiind, I saw mwiy sights, both new 
and strsiige to me. A numbor were en^ged in gam- 
bling fOT the various trinkete they had procured in 
their snceessful foray. Their implements for this 
pastime were simple enough. Several Indians who 
sat quite near me wore engaged in this amusemeat, 
and by watching them cai-efully, I was -soon able to 
understand the game. They sat in a circle, with a 
heap of small stones in the center ; one of them, grasp- 
ing a handful of the i>ebb]e8 Would conceal them be- 
hind him, at the same time placing before him 'thfe 
article which be wished to wager. The player on his 
right would then stake againei; it any article which he 
deetned :>i t' iial value ; and if the leader acceptwi the 
bet he would signify it ; his opponent had tlien to 
^uess the number of pebbles taken by the flret ImMaa ; 
and if his cDnjecture was correct, became the posbewor 
draie articles wagered. If he failed to gaess the 
right number, the holder of the stones Was- the win- 
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ner ; then the next savage seized the pebbles, and so 
it went round and round the circle, the winnera vent- 
ing their exwltation in yells and laughter, while the 
losers clearly indicated by grunts, expressive o£ dis- 
gtist, their dieappoiatment when fortune went against 
them. 

Suddenly my attention was attracted by a party of 
Indians who came forth from one of the more preten- 
tious lodges. Among them were a number of the 
principal warriors including the head chief himself ; 
with them were also several of the Apaches, who seem- 
ed, by their di-css and beariug, to be men of some i-ank. 
They were engaged in a, very animated discussion, 
accompanied with as much gesticulation as if they had 
been a parcel of Frenebpieu. Directly two of the 
Canianclies re-entered the ledge, and returned leading 
tliree women, white captives. Witbout a moment's 
warning ray wife was before me, and I sprang to my 
fi;et and ran towards her, scarcely knowing what I 
was about. My darling saw me at the same instant 
and stretched out her arais as if to clasp me in her 
. ejubraee, but she was firmly held in the grasp of one 
of the savages .ind could not stir. Seeing that I 
would not be permitted to approach her I halted, 
wondering what new scene of savage cruelty was 
about to be enacted. I was not long in doubt — from 
the gestm-es of the Indians, and the exhibition of 
some gaudy ornaments by one of the Apaehes, I' was 
convinced that a barter or trade of some sort Svas ii- 



■,;, Google 



pri^;re88, and a few moments snfiiced to satisfy me 
that my snrmifle was correct, and to plmige me into 
BtiJl deeper wretchedness. 

The Camandie head chie^ and one who seemed to 
be the leader of the Apaches conversed apart, the 
latter frequently pointing to my wife and evidently 
argning with great persistence. At length the bar- 
gain seemed completed, and Tonsaroyoo the head 
chief of the Camanches led her to the Apache chieftain 
and consigned her to his custody ; flie other women 
were also taken in charge by the Apachea who deliv- 
ered a number of ornaments and trinkets and two 
horses k> their Camanche friends. The leader of the 
Apaches now uttered a peculiar cry, apparently a sig- 
nal, for immediately the warriors of his party assem- 
bled from all parts of the village and ranged them- 
selves before him. 

He seemed to give some order, for they ran instantly 
to where their horses were picketed, and with mar- 
velous celerity prepared for departure. The being I 
loved best was about to be torn from me, probably 
forever, and subjected to the most terrible fate that 
conld befall one of her sex. As tl»e fatal truth im- 
pressed itself on my mind, I seemed paralyzed 'in 
every limb, and stood riveted to the spot, gaaing 
hopelessly upon those dear features, as I then thought, 
for the last time. My poor wife was quickly mounted 
behind an Apache warrior, and, as the cavalcade 
moved off, she uttered a despairing scream, which 
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seemed to rouse me from my lethargy. I endeavoi-ed 
to reach her, animated by a wild desire to clasp her 
once again to my heart, and welcome death together ; 
bat at my first movement I was grasped by a strong 
arm, and. with her cry of anguish sounding in my 
ears as I'm party rode away, I found myself drawn 
within the temple and firmly held by Wakometkla ; 
be did not relax hia grasp until we entered the mys- 
tery chamber, then releasing me, he regarded me not 
unkindly, and muttered to himself in his own lan- 
guage. Sinking under this last terrible blow, I threw 
myself upon the floor, and in the bitterness of ray 
hewl; prayed for death. But death shuns those who 
seek it, it is stud, and we were destined to suffer for 
years from the doubts and suspense occasioned by onr 
sudden separation, neither knowmg the fate of the 
other, and each scarcely daring to hope that their 
loved one could be yet alive. 

After a time Wakometkla raised me to my feet 
and led me to the room in which I had slept pre- 
viously ; here he left me, and for hours I lay in a 
sort of stupor, sinking at hist into a heavy but unrest- 
ful slumber. Following, came many weary days, 
during which 1 paid little attention to things passing 
around me. Absorbed in my sorrow, I took no note 
of time, until a change in occupation brought forth 
new plans in my mind, causing me to entertam hope 
for the future. But of this anon. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE "mysteet bag." 

S^EVEEALmonti,' had elapsed sinee I entered 
^ upon mj now dnties. At first 1 was stimalated 
m to extra endeaTor by that curiosity wMeh impel, 
^ an novices to take an especially active interest in 
then- profesaion, hut I soon found that pounding bait 
and gathering herbs, could become a, monotonon. ,1 
other IM novel emplcyments. I envied the women 
their tasks, as it would have been a change, Mid eonso. 
quently a relief. It was s treadmill elisKmee, and 
dajsueeeeded day with nnvaiying sameness. lai^ose 
before dawn and went to the river; after a phflge i„ 
the sparkling water I returned to the temple and re- 
newed the pamt on my person, which had been oaaoeii ■ 
by the water. Constant exposure to wind and weather 
had tanned my body to the color of leather, and it 
did not require a gi-eat amount of art to enable me to ' 
mutate the tme Indian complexion. Exposnre and 
ooaise wholesome food had made me very hardy ani 
^ I tbnnd that I could bear fatigue and work that I 
should have thought 1 was never capable of perfbrm- 
mg. To this ti-aining I was indebted for the strength 
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that Bnpported me in my arduous journey througli 
the deadly jomada, when in qaeet of my wife. Wlien 
my preparations were completed, it was time to ascend 
to the top of the temple and join in the morning's de- 
votions. These over, I retta-ned to the underground 
room and commenced the day's work. At first WAr 
KOHETKLA would Signify what he required by sigps, 
and later, as I acquired a knowledge of the lan- 
guage, lie would more fully detail his wishes, and 
otttimcB explain the effects and purposes of the dnig. 
In this way I became as familiar with his materia ^ed- 
ica, as himself; and from time to time pffered, sug- 
gestions that occurred to me, which seemed to plqaee 
him. 

By constant and steady application I amasaed a 
fund of knowledge concaTiing v^etabie meditwes 
that enabled me, on my return to civilization, tbrongb 
the coK)peration of Dk, Clabk Johhsop, to make ray 
knowledge available in alleviating snffering hu- 
manity. 

Ic my excorsions into the woods I was accompan- 
ied by the phief, who instructed me how to gather the 
medicine plants, and where to.. find them. After a 
day spent in this manner, we would return to tl;6 vil- .' 
Jage each, carrying a basket on his back, filled with the 
results of our labor. By far the most important part 
of my work, in the estimation of the Indians at least, 
was the concoction of " medicine,'' or mystery in which 
my master and myself were supprsed to be all potent 
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The red men are slaves to snperetition, and in ordei 
to gain control over them it is absolntely necessary to 
profess a thorongh intimacy with everything that is 
mysterions and auperaataral. They believe in the 
power of taliBnians ; and no Indian brave woidd for a 
moment suppose that his safety in this world, or hap- 
piness ^n the next, could be seeared, did he not pos- 
sess, and constantly keep about him hie " mystery bag." 
A description of this article, and the manner in whieh 
it is made may not prove uninteresting. 

When a youth baa arrived at the age of sixteen it 
becomes necessary for him to "make his medicine; " 
, to this end he leaves his father's lodge, and absents 
himself for one or two days and nights ; entering the 
woods, where he may be secure from interruption, he 
seeks some quiet nook, and stretching his length upon 
the ground, remains in that position ntttil he dreams 
of his medicine. During this time he abstains from 
food and water. When in hie dreams the bird, rep- 
tile, or animal, that is to act ae his guardian angel 
throngh life appears to him; or rather he imagines it 
does.' As soon as he has learned what to seek for, 
he retraces his steps and joins his family again, who 
receive him with demonetrations of great joy ; a feast 
is made in his honor, and he is treated with marked 
consideration. The festivities having come to an end, 
he mns himself with bow and arrows, or takes his 
traps, whichever may be best adapted to secure the 
animal he seeks, and leaving the village once more 
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goes in pnreait oi his quarry, not retnrning until his 
tunt has been crowned with succeMi. Great care is 
to be observed in 8eenring the " medicine " intaet. 
The akin is then stuffed with wool or moBB, and relig- 
iously sealed ; the exterior is ornamented aa the fancy 
of the owner may dictate ; the decoration in most in- 
stances bang of a very elaborate character. 

The bag is nsnally attached to the person, but is 
sometimeB carried in the hand. Feasts are made, and 
even dogs and horses sacrificed to a man's medicine, 
while days of fasting and penance are suffered to 
appease his medicine, when he fancies he has in some 
way offended it. The Indian will not sell this charm 
for any price ; indeed, to part with it is considered a 
' disgrace. In battle, he looks to it for protection from 
death, and if perdiance he is killetl, it will conduct 
him safely to the happy hunting; gro^iiida, which he 
contemplates as his inheritance in the world to come. 
If he should lose it in the fight, let liim battle never 
80 bravely for his country, he suffers ov^erwhelming 
disgrace, and is pointed at by the tribe as " a man 
without medicine," and remains a pariah among hia 
people until the sacred mystery bag is replaced. This 
can only be done by rushing into battlo, and wresting " 
one from the enemy, whom, he slays mth his own 
hand. Once this is accomplished, lost cMste is regamed, 
aod he is reinstated in the tribe, occupying a position 
even higher than before he lost the eliarm Medicme 
thus acquired at tlie risk of life and limb is considered 
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the best, mJ entitles the wesrep to many privileges 
to *liidi he conld never have-aspiped before. When 
a bpare has captured a mysterj bag belonging to his 
opponent, he has pepfomod a feat of great valor, far 
surpassing the giorj of innumerable scalps. 

It is somewhat singular that a nmn can iMtilute his 
medicine bnl ones in a Hfetime; and eqnally cnrions 
that be can reinstate himself by the adoption of medi- 
cine captured from the enemy. In these regnhrtions 
aK concealed strong induoements to fight: first, to 
protect himself and his medicine; and again, if the 
warrior has been nnfortnnate enough to lose the charm, 
that he may restore it and his repnlation, while in 
combat with the foes of ids commnnity. 

I had bein for a long time in the village before I 
was allowed to wander beyond its limits. Indeed, 1 
was kept so constantly employed that I had no oppor- 
tunity to eiploi-e the valley, even if I bad been per- 
mitted to do BO. But the efSorts I made to pleaKi my 
Indian master were not without their efleet. Wim- 
MTSiA soon began to place confidence in me, and 
allow me more freedom of action. I had, it is true, 
very bttle spare time, but occasionally my master 
would dispense with my services while he was occu- 
pied with the ceremonies of the temple, and at such 
limes I found myself free to wander where I pleased. 
In this way, at odd times, I made myself familiar 
with the topography of the entire valley. At irst I 
was not without bojie, in my solitary rambles, that I 
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might deviee some plan of escape ; for 1 had not by 
any means abandoned ^1 hope of that nature, or 
resigned' myeelf placidly to my fete. But I was not 
long in discovering that without a good horse, a sup- 
ply of provisions, and some -weapons of oSense or 
defense, any such idea was entirely futile. The valley 
waa of itself a prison, tor it had neither entrance nor 
exit, except at ita two extremitiee. The one by which 
I had entered I have already described in a previous 
chapter, and will not weary the i-eader by repeat- 
ing it. 

The pass at the western end of the valley was sim- 
ply a narrow eaRon cut through the mountain, during 
centuries perhaps, by the action of water ; its precipi- 
tous walls rose to the height of over two tliousand 
feet, and in its gloomy recesses it was always twilight ; 
its length was nearly a mile ; and at iis outer ex- 
tremity it debouched upon a barren plain. At each 
end a guard of two men waa constantly posted, reliev- 
ing each other at regular intervals, and being changed 
every third day. To pass these vigilant Sfutiaels, 
afoot and imarmed, was plainly impossible; and I 
soon banished the idea from my raiad. 

I had noticed that "Waeomei'KLa sometimes left the 
village and was absent for two or three days, i-etnm- 
ing laden with various herbs and plant'^ freshly gath- 
ered. I concluded from this that they were of species 
which dill not grow in the valley, and to procure which 
he was obliged to astend the various jaountain ranges 
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that iMiTOi my yision in eveij- direction. I w,b»m- 
lon. to accompmy Ijim on some one of tlie» eipedi- 
tione, thinking that I might thereby gam an opportun- 
ity for flight i but many long and weaiy months wore 
to pass before I was to be granted that privilege. My 
life at tliis time was monotonous in the eitreme ; and 
BO severe was the labor required of me, that I was 
frequently too tired even to think. • 

In hi. trips to the bordeiB of the valley in seareli of 
lb.3 materials for his medicines, -WixoMmu often 
took me with him, and by these means I gradually 
became familiar with many of the ingredients used. 
It was a source of never-ending wonder to me that 
this untutored savage should have been able to dis- 
cover and prepare so wonderful a remedy as I found 
itrto be. I had many opportunities of observing its 
effects upon the Indians ; for the Camauches, although 
natundly a hardy race, partly f,4m their mode of 
hie, and partly from the fact that few of them are of 
pure Indian blood, are subject to very many of the 
same ailments that aiBict more civilized eommnnities 
As the assistant of the great mediome man, I found 
myself treated with far more considei«tion than I 
would have supposed possible, and, in fact, it appear- 
ed after a tinje, as if the Indians ainsidered me one 
of themselvcii. This state of ataii, was not without 
Its advantages. It ensured my freedom from molesta- 
tion and at the same tune gave me complete facilities 
for becoming familiar with the Indian character 
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their manners and cnBtoms, and mode of life. Of 
these I shall treat at length in' another chapter. 

At the time I wae occupied in making the obserra- 
(donfl and investigations which I eliall lay before the 
reader, I had no expectation of ever placing a record 
of my experienceB before the public. Hence ui many 
things my knowledge of the subject is but superficial. 
Of those things which interested me, or from their 
strange nature made a deep impreseion upon my mind, 
my recollection is clear and vivid. But many details 
which might be of interest to those who have never 
seen, or been among the prairie Indians, have by the 
lapse oftime and the many exciting scenes through 
which I have passed become in a measure effaced from 
my mind. But -I shall endeavor to relate as fully as 
possible my checkered experiences ; and this narra- 
tive, whatever its demerits, will have at least one at- 
tribute of excellence, it will adhere strictlj tci 
factib 
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CHAPTER 2. 

^HE Oamanelies are supposed to be a braneli or 
-W snbdiTinion of the Shoshone or Snake nation, 
, ^ who, under rariouB names op tribal appehations, 
/<• dominate the entire area from the borders of 
British America tc the Bio Grande. Although 
' these tiibes ape known bj niany different names, such 
as "Shoshoness," "Bonacks," ■' Ctahs," "lipans," 
"Apaches," "NaTajoes," "Pawnee Picts," " Oaman- 
phes," or " Oaygoas," they yary but Httle in their 
genital habits of life. Snoh diifereuees as do esift are 
mainly the pesult of variations of climate. 

Until within a few yeaps, the Oamanches wepo nn- 
donbtedly the most wapHie and powerful race of In- 
dians on the continent. With the Apaches, NaTajoes, 
and Lipans, they formed a sort of Indian confederacy ; 
rarely at war among themselves, but always with the 
whites; and when united, able to put a force in the 
held which would ride over the Teian frontier hke a 
whirlwind ; and without hesitation penetrate hun- 
dreds of miles into Mexico, desolating whole ppo- 
vinces, retupning sated with slaughter, and burdened 
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wMi pKmder. The Oamaucbes are, or rather were it 
tins tirae, divided into Sve bands, usually acting en- 
tirely independently of ono another, but uniting hi 
ease of emei^ney; or for the purpose of making 
their annual raid on the Mexican towns. This bceure 
at the season when the buffaloes have migrated to the 
north, and is jocnha-ly termed by the savages the 
" Mexicim moon." It was on their retnm from one 
of these expeditions that the band of Tonsaroyoo, the 
head chief of the nation, had intercepted our unlucky 
party. The hand of' Tonsaroyoo (Lone Wolf) was 
the most numerous and powerful of the five, and 
hence was usually ubie to undertake their forays with-i 
out the assistance of the other parties. Twice 
only during my long residence among them ^as S 
general le\'y or muster of the whole nation deemed 
necessai-y; and itwas a spectacle not easily forgotten. 
In tlie first instance a raid of greater magnitude than 
usual had been determined upon, and every warrior 
was assembled to take part in it. Assembled at our • 
village, they were joined by nearly five hundred 
Apaches, led by Mah-to-chee-ga {Little Bear), their 
second chief. Thus, when they defiled through the 
western portal of the valley, Tonsaroyoo rode at the 
head of nearly seven thousand warriors. 

With the Oamanches, as with most other tribes, the 
chief rank is held by hereditary descent. Thas, the 
son of a chief usually succeeds his father in the ruler- 
ship of his tribe or band : there are. of course, excep- 
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tions to this ; but it \b the general mle. The head 
chief and second chief of the nation, however, are 
dioflen from among the chiefs of each tribe ; the se- 
lection being made by tte conneil. This body nnm- 
bere twelve members, and are chosen by the whole 
nation ; holding tliuir positions during life, or until 
incapacitated by old age. Among them are found the 
the most distinfrnishod warriors of the tribe, and the 
head priest is alsu included in their number. 

The installation of a new counselor is considered by 
the Indians ah oeeaeion of great importance ; and m 
it ig a vary interesting ceremony, I will briefly de- 
scribe it. 

On the occasion in question, Ar-ran«-jah (Bloody 
Ann), had annonnced his determination to retire from 
the position of first counselor, which he had held for 
many years. Calling together the chiefs and braves, 
be addressed them somewhat as follows: "Brothers, 
warriors of the Hietan; for many winters Bloody 
Arm has faithfully served yon. He is no longer 
young, Ills body is weakened by the many wounda he 
has received in your defence, and he wishes for repose ; 
and to be no longer burdened with the cares of the 
council. Bloody Arm's medicine is no longer good 
upon the war path ; and he will enter the medicine 
lodge so that he will not be obliged to go to war, but 
can end" his days in peace. We have many brave 
young warriors, who are deserving of promotion, let 
one of these be selected to fill my place ; and may 
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iu8 medicine b^ good ftod Ub wajr-path be fortunate 
Warriora, I now give op the office of first ^sopueelor 
I have done." 

Tonsaroyoo replied aa follows: "ArrapejiJi, qot 
hearts are sorry that you have decided to cease to be 
our first connaelor. You have aerved the nation long 
and faithfoll; ; your conuBel hae been wise ; aii,der 
your guidance we have greatly prospered, and w© 
would ratJjer that von should still direct ufl. But yon 
say that your body is weak, and that you desire r^ 
pose. It is well— we know that yon have received 
many wounds at the hands of our enemies; that yon 
were always first in the charge, and n|fer turned 
yoor back upon the foe. We hopOr you, for yoor 
Imtvery, and you will always poaseas the Iqve and re- 
elect of your people. 

" Now we must select a twelfth connaelor. Will 
you name him for us ? " 

" No, Tonsarojoo," said the old man : " I never had 
an enemy among my warriors, and I will not hc^Q 
to make them now. They are all brave, and I should 
not know whom to choose. Let the nation decide who 
is to succeed me. I have done." 

The form of an election was then gone through 
irith ; two braves being named for the position by the ■ 
wnnsel, and a vote taken in the following manner : 
Two heaps of sheila, one black, the other white, were 
placed upon the ground before the temple. Each 
WMTior selected one from either pile, as he preferred, 
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and placed the sheSi So t^en so as ti> form a tliil^ 
pile. When all Had deposited a kheE it this heap, 
they were counted by two of the elder comiselors, and 
the first candidate, who was a protege of TotiHarcyoo, 
was declared n^'^cted, having received t<Jo many ot 
the black shefts;' as the rule is that if more' 'than a 
certain prescribed number (Trhich varies according to 
the^ nomber taking p^t in the election), are cast 
against a candidate he muBt be with'dr!wn, and an- 
athei' presented for apprtfval. 

On the second baLJot, Nau-oe^ah (Strong Shield;. 
was chosen withont opposition. He belonged to the 
band of afcn-ha-won^ and waa selected as much be- 
cause of the persona!' populaiity bf his chief- as 
fromi&ytnerit of hi's own; for, ilthongh a daring 
wa^r, he was a reckless fellow, and' scarcely fitteJi 
to conmlaud or advise. 

The ceremony of hia installation followed, and was 
conducted within a' mediehle lodge, erected for that 
especial pnriJbse. Here we're assembled the chiefs, 
pri^ members of the conncn, and the leading war- 
rior^ with as many, of the^^ other braves' as could 
possibly crowd intoil. ' 'ftie"''new dignitary w-^'s 
theii presented with a white buffalo robe, and a 
head-dress of eagle's plumes, stained red, the insignia 
of his office. N^ arms and equipments were given 
liim, aad it was 'foiinally aanoonced that Kaucedah 
' was the twelfth counselor ol* the Camanche nation ; 
and that the next war '.party should be led by him. 
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More Bpeeeh-matiig followed, some of it decidedlv 
eloquent, but with wliieli I will not weary the reader. 
Tonsarojoo ppesouted the now couneelop with twenty 
horses and a magnificent white shield ; the anaemblage 
then separated. The remainder of the day was de- 
voted to foMting in honor of the event ; the yonjigor 
waiTiore anmaing theailelves aansnalmtlihorse t'mng 
and ball play. 

Nanoedah failed to jnsf!^ the wisdom of this se- 
lection, for his first war party resnlted in disaster. 
Starting with abont eighty warriors on a raid into the 
Utah country to steal homes, he led his nnlncky tand 
into an ambush, and barely twenty of them escaped; 
their leader being ampng the killed. 

The marriage relation can hardly b« said to ejdat 
among the Caiianohes. Each chief or warrior, it is 
tme, may have as many wives as he pleases, and they 
generally please to haye a rather liberal number; bnt 
the tie is not a sacred one as with ub; and no cere- 
mony is required to legalizfe it. The commerctf of the 
saxes is practically unrestricted. Tho Camanche 
ptocurea his wife, or more propja-ly his slave, by pur- 
chase, by barter, or as in the case of tte white cap- 
tives, by force of arms ; and he disposes of her in an 
equally summary fashion when wearied of her. ' 

One particularly horrid custom to which their white 
prisoners are frequently subjected is the followmg : 
It sometimes occnia that a dispute will arise as to the ,. 
ownership of a white captive ; in this event it is re- 
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f erred to Ijie council for eettlement; and flhonld they 
be tmable to agree upon a decision, she then becomei 
common property, the victim of dU ! 

The Camanche has the same aversion to labor of 
any kind -which characterizee all the aboriginal races. 
When not on the war path, or engaged in the piu-Boit 
of game, his time is about equally divided between 
eating, Bmoking, gambling, and sleeping. All the 
bnrdene of life fall npon the women, and they must 
endure them as best they may. Their duty it is 
to plant and cultivate the maize, and the few fruits 
and berries which the Indians deem necessary for 
food. They gather and prepare the pifion outs, and 
(furs the tasajo, and prepare the food for their brutal 
masters. la the dressing of skins, and the manufec- 
ture of le^ings, raoecasins, and the few otlier articles 
of apparel which are required for comfort or ornament, 
they are especially skilled; and despite their multi- 
farious dntics they manage to accomplish a great deal 
of this work. 

In the matter of diet the Camanches are not by any 
means particular. Buffalo meat is thrar staple, and 
they prefer this to any other food; bat when this 
fells them, there are always horses in plenty ; and I 
found " horse-beef " to be very good eating, although 
at first the very idea of tasting it was repulave to me. 
Before I bad returned to civilization, however,--I had 
partaken of so many queer dishes, and strange articles 
of food, that, if hungry, I do not think I would hed- 
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tate at anything abort of cannibalJBm. A sort of stew, 
of which the flesh of young puppies formfl the prin- 
cipal ingredient, is anotlier Camanche laxupy, and I 
learned - in time to consider it very palatable ; but I 
fancy most people would rather take it for granted 
than pnt it to the test. However, if any of my readers 
feel disposed to try the experiment, I can assure them 
that they may do so without fear of unpleasant con- 
sequeQces. 

The Camanchee, in common with all the other 
•' horse-Indians," are much addicted to horse racing ; 
and almost every afternoon s6me sport of this Mnd 
would take place on the plain before the village. 
These trials of speed were for some wager, and the 
younger warriors would frequently lose all their 
worldly possesions in baoking some unlucky st«ed, 
whose powers of speed or endurance they had over- 
rated. At such times the taunts and exultation of 
the victors wotdd sometimee give rise to a quarrel ; 
knives would be drawn and braudislied, and a bloody 
fight seem imminent, but the " Yau-pa-eai-ua," or 
Indian policemen, would usually encceed in quellfaig 
the disturbance before much harm conld bo done. If 
his efforts seemed unavailing, the appearance of Ton- 
saroyoo, battle axo in hand, would be the signal for an 
immediate dispersion of the crowd; the intending 
combatants, especially, sneaking off with greet pre- 
cipitation. - Knowing the fieiy temper of Lone Wolf, 
and the &ct that he looked upon these brawlfi and 



■,;,GOOglt' 



aifraje with great disfavor, and had strictly prohibited 
their oonirrence, the quarrelsome young warriors fally 
a)>prehended that he would have no hesitation in 
braining the first ofiender who tjarae within his reach. 
This warlike chieftain was a man ef very marked 
ability, and governed his tribe with admirable skill 
and judgment. From his seventy, however, he was 
feared rather than liked by his people, and although 
implicitly obeyed at all times, he did not possess t 
tithe of the popularity which Stanhawon, the second 
chief, enjoyed. The latter was a bold, manly fellow ; 
a really brave man and a sagacions leader ; imusually 
successful in war, his parties never returned without 
either "hair or horses," as was freqitently the case 
with others, and his inv^able good nature and lavish 
generosity rendered him a universal favorite with 
hii people. - He was a pure-blooded Camanehe, and 
altogether, one of the finest specimens of his race 1 
ever beheld. To him I am indebted for many acts of 
kindness, and but for his fevor, the opportunity of 
which I availed myself for making my escape, mi^t 
never have occnrred. 
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CHAPTER XL 

MB3. EASTMAN'S 8TOBT. 

fHAD intended to relate the experienceB of my 
wife in sneh a manner that they might eerve as 
a Beqnel to my narrative ; bnt on reflection, the 
better plan seemed to be to portray, as graphi- 
eally ae possible, the events that inflnenced her life, 
in separate chapters, so arranged that the account 
Bhonld be distinct, yet in point of time, contempora- 
nooBs. 

The scene of her captivity, and the treatment she 
reoeived at the hands of her captors, have made Bach 
a vivid and lasting impression on my mind, that in 
speaking of them, I seem ahnost to have undergone 
the torture in my own pereon. In writing her atory 
therefore, I shall speak in the flrat person. The read- 
er will, I think, see the superiority of this plan at a 
glance. 

Who has not felt his pulse quicken, and his heart 
go ont in wannest sympathy at the recital of spme 
tale of flood or field, as told by an eye-witness, when 
the aame evrnts related by a third party will only 
awaken a mild mtereat in the minds of his hearers. 
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I orave the syinpatlietic attention of my reftdeni, and 
this ie my explanation for the plan I have adopted. 

Aftkb the asaanlt on onr party had cnlminated in ■ 
the death of my poor father and brother, the IndianB 
surronnded onr wagon, and lifting the canvas flaps, 
diaoovered my mother and myself ensconced behind 
o«r Bnlwark of blauttitfi and boxea. They bade na 
come out by gestures so menacing, and scowls so tw- 
rifying, that it had a contrary effect on us than the 
one they wished to produce ; for instead of obeying 
the command, we only shrank back into comers more 
remote, vainly thinking that the bales and robes, with 
which loving hands had surrounded us, would form a 
sufficient protection against the dreaded savage. At 
this critical juncture, my poor mother swooned back 
into my arms, overcome by fright. Seeing that their 
commands were not obeyed, the foremost Indiim 
climbed into the wagon, and rushing on us with up- 
hfted faiife, grasped me by the hair and dragged me 
over the obstnictions and out onto the gronnd. I 
cried aloud in my anguish, which only seemed to afford 
them the more amusement ; the savage who had per- 
formed the manly deed, displaying for the edification 
of his comrades, a quantity of my hair, which he still 
held in his clenched hand. The wagon and the ploR- 
der it contained seemed to be the center of attraction. 
A dozen had entered in as many seconds, and li- 
though the canvas top hid them from view, th^ 
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aonld be heard ctuarreling over the divieiou of th« 
^K>ils. 

During theae fearful eceiies, the eventa of years 
neemed crowding into minutes. Never have I suffered 
inch mental or bodily torture before or since. My factd- 
tics succumbed to the severe strain, and I found my. 
eelf falling into a kind of stuporj in which, though 
perfectly Conscious of all that was transpiring, I seemed 
not to have been oneof the principal actors, but an' 
observer merely. Suddenly I was made aware that 
something unusual was taking place; the Indiana 
orowded about the wagon, all the time gesticulating 
wildly, and yelling in a blood-cardling manner.,. I 
heard voices raised as if in altercation within the 
wagon. Rising .above the din I distinguished the 
loved toaes of my mother's voice, as if crying for help, 
and entreating for mercy. The noise grows apace ; 
wild with teiTor, nei-ved with the resolution of despah-, 
I rushed towards the wagon ; reaching^ it a sight meets 
my eyes that petrifies me with horror ; I tiyto move, 
■peak, act ; my limbs and tongue refuse to obey my 
will ; this is what I see : A couple of brawny savages, ' 
Hiaddened by strong drink, stand over the kneeUng 
figure of my mother, their eyes inflamed with satanic 
paesion. Holding together her torn garments with -■ 
»ne hand, she parries with feeble and fast declining 
strength their rpvolting advances. With a mighty 
etfort she reaches up and snatches a knife from the 
belt of the savage nearest her, and with the rapidity - 
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of thonght plonges it into liifi body. He reels and 
falls against his companion. It is her lost act on earth. 
"With a yeU of rage the loniahawt is lifted above bei 
marderer's head, and descending is bnried in her brain 
with a dull thud. A mist passes over my eyes ; my 
brain reels, and the last thing of which I am conscione 
is the ^^te t^esee of.my saontly mother, held high 
in air by this monster in human guise. God grant 
that it may never be my &te to pass through eucb 
scenes again. 

During the next twenty-fonr hours, my existence is 
that of an automaton merely. I know I am being 
tnnducted away from the spot where this awi'ul trag- 
edy was enacted. I am mounted behind my guard, 
to whose waist I am firmly bound by raw hide thongs. 
We encamp in a belt of cotton woods, near a small 
stream. Fires are lighted, food prepared; some ii 
offered me, bnt I turn away from it in disgust ; the 
hand that proffers the smoking meat seems covered 
with blood. 

I am taken from my couch of aldns at the foot of a 
tall tree, and led through the underbmsh into an open 
space, where the main party are aseemhled. Emerg- 
ing into this elemng, my eyes fall upon my husband, 
who is approaching me from the oth»r side of the en- 
campment. It was as if I saw one who had arisen 
from the dead ; with an effort I fi-ee myself, msh past 
the guard, and am in my husband's arms. Leaning 
my head on his shoulder, I give expression to my foel- 
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ttif^B in tears ; they are the finst I have sheet, and seem 
to break the spell which hae encircled me like an iron 
wid. I am not long permitted to remain in my hns- 
^d'e emhrace, as % Indian with an ngh t ejprefl- 
' 'ispleasure, grasps Edwin by the arm, and rudely 
separates m ; we are led to opposite comers of the en- 
cloenre, there to await our departure, preparations 
for which -are being rapidly completed. The lariate 
are coiled, blankets adjusted, and at a signal from the 
chief we monnt, and defiling through the wood, emeree 
on the open prajfie, pursuing onr journey in tidian 
file. Before starting, one of onr mules is bronght up, 
oa which I am mounted, a warrior riding by my side 
and holding in his hand a hair rope that passes throngh 
the bit ring that is attached to my animal. All day we 
keep np the march. Look in any direction and the eye 
meets one vast expanse of living verdure, the vision 
only interrupted by the horizon. North, south, east, 
and west stretches the prairie meadow, green as the 
•ea, and in many respects not unlike the calm surface 
of the ocean. As the wind sweeps across its bosom, 
the silken blades bend in gentle undulations, and they 
are dappled into hghter and darker shades, like the 
ifaadowB of summer clonda flitting across the smi. It 
was a scene of pure enjoyment, and I only realized, 
on being awakened from my day dreams how miser- 
able was my lot. 

With slightinterruptionB, notably'when my husband 
waa lost in the buffalo hunt, and his recaptnte, we 
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progressed steadily towards the village. On arriving 
■I was taken at once to the temple, where I fdund my- 
Belf among some eight or ten more female captives, 
who had but recently arrived. They were Mexican 
women, and, not understanding their language, I felt 
somewhat constrained. I was attracted to one fragile 
"looking girl, whose age conld not have been more 
than fifteen. She appeared utterly heartbroken and 
cast down by her misfortunes. I suffered enough, 
God knows; but my heart yearned towards this littla 
stranger with tender sympathy ; a»d in comforting 
her I seemed to leesen my own burdens. Althongh 
the others were kind to her to a degree, yet she 
- seemed to evince a fondne^ for my society that was 
very flattering. The others addressed her as " Zoe," 
andin this way I learned her name. Henceforth we 
became inseparable ; and as she accompanied me in ' 
my captivity, the reader wili^ learn more of the ead 
history of this heroic girl, whose impulses, both of 
head and heart, added to her splendid courage, were 
the salient points iu a ehai-acter of surpassing sweet- 
ness. 

We were not allowed to leave the temple, althou^ 
we were free to wander from terrace to terrace. ' Food 
and water was supplied us by tie Indian women, 
who seemed to have ua nnder their sole control. 

How can I describe the scenes of the next few days ; 
the games, festivities, and most horrible of all, the tor 
ture ; when we were compelled to stand on the lower 
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tMnwe, and witaeas the agonio and death Blrnggles 
of fathers, hjisbauds and lovers ; not even the poor 
conaolation of indulging our grief nndiatnpbed waa 
permitted nsj the Indian women who amroimded us 
seemed lost to «U feelings of pity and linmanitj, and 
when one of onr nnmher wan snflering tortntes of 
mind, Uttle inferior to the physical pain undergone 
hy the object of her devotion, the fiends would give 
vent to derisive cries and jeers that were maddening 
to the poor creature. 

One of the Mexicans, whose father and lover were 
burned to death before her eyes, suSered such poig- 
nant anguish that her reason gave way, and she was 
borne inside the temple a raving maniac. 

After the events just related, nothing of moment 
occurred to breaji the monotony of onr captivity. Wo 
were confined to our qnarteta under a surveilhncc that 
did not relax for a moment. It was understood that 
we were awaitmg the announcement that was to de- 
cide what our future lot should be. 

The Mexicans learned from our attendants that the 
chiefs had decided to share the female captiveo 
with their Apache visitors; the selection to' be made 
by lot. 

I had not seen my husband bnt once since we en- 
tered the village, and that sight was fi™ght with the 
most painful emotions. I knew, however, that for the 
present he was safe ; the future 1 confided to Him 
■»hose loving care would protect and aid ua in our 
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trialB. Daring this time my miud was in a state of 
complete despondency ; no bright viflions of future 
lilwrtj and happiness came to relieve the dreaiy fore- 
bodings that oppressed me. In my wildest imagin- 
ings of the suffering that might be my portion, I did 
not approach the realities of my future existenc*. 
These d&rk days of toil and degradation which suc- 
ceeded each other in unvarying monotony, with blows 
for a welcome, and kicts as an incentive to labor. 
Even at this remote period I cannot recall the experi- 
ences of those times without a shudder; when the 
horizon of hope was environed by the duH blank of 
despair ; and as each year dragged its weary lengtl 
idon^, it almost seemed as if I was, 
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OHAPTER Xa. 

Kits. KASTMAs'b 8T0BT OOHTDnJBD. 

fNE morning we were aroused qmte early, our 
guard infommig ua that the lots had been caat 
and the captivee dispoBed of. We were divided 
into equal numbers, the home tribe retaining 
one half, while their visitors appropriated the re- 
mainder. 

We quickly descended to the groimd floor of the 
temple, and duatering about the door lea^g into 
the village street, awaited the final word from the 
chief, that was to deliver us into the hands of onr 
new masters. On occasions like the present, the 
whole community was in a ferment of excitement, 
and crowded around us in great numbers, each more 
jumous than the other to have a view of the bartered 
captives. The Apaches seemed to be partiealarly 
anjdous to take stock of their new acquisitione, and 
not a few scrimmages occurred between them and the 
Camanche womeii on this account The men elbowed 
and the women bit and clawed at a f mioas rate. It 
might have been very amusing, but nnlucldly we 
same in for our share of the blows and objnigations. 
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The mob pushed ns against the walls of the temple so 
violently that we were in imminent danger of suffo- 
(iation. To escape, and free onrselves from this im- 
pleasant situation, it became neceseary to exert our- 
selves and deal blows at the surging crowd, and in 
this way keep tliem back. 

Of course, such measures on our part met with a 
ready response, and soon we were in the midst of a 
row that threatened to assume large propoi^ions. A 
t-hief who happened to bo parsing at the time, dashed 
into the crowd and soon quelled the rioters. Had it 
not been for tliia timely aasietanee we should certainly 
have been crushed to death. After a time we were 
left in coniparatiT3 quiet ; most of the idlers betaking . 
themselves- *to the various groups scattered over the 
plain. Some of these parties attracted quite a num- 
ber of spectators, and judging from thoir animated 
gestures, something of a very interesfing character 
was taking place. One of the Indian women inform- 
ed me that they were probably gambling. 

My attention was attracted to a small lodge, about 
one hundred yards to our right. Something of unu- 
sual moment seemed to be taking place. Warriors 
were seen to enter, and others would emerge and ^ 
in difierent directions, ae if in groat haste, and on 
urgent bnainesB, Pennants were flying from poles on 
tlie roof, and altogether the place presented a gala 
appearance. On inquiry, I Ipamed that this was the 
council lodge, and that at the ' present moment, tik^ 
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fitua negotlatioM for our barter wore being oomnui. 
mated. A short time afterwsrda, the diiefri and their 
altendante defiled into the Btreet and approached m. 
Meaname, the nnmber of hoiieB that had been agreed 
upon as an equiTalent for the captiTea, -were bronght 
up and delivered 07er to their purchaeerfl. 

Just as I was brought forth to be dehveied OYer to 
the Apache chief, m J glance was arrested by the Sguie 
of in.T husband, who stood upon the outslnrta of the 
circle. The recognition was simujtaneons, and with 
a cry of joj I sprang towards him, but was instantly 
grasped by a savage and thrown violently back among 
my companions. The Apache chief put a small whistle 
to bis lips, and blowing a shrill blast, soon assembled 
his party. I struggled to free myself from my tor- 
mentore and rush to my husband, but my efforts wore 
of no avail. Half fainting, and wild with the agony of 
this rude parting, I was taken out on the plain, where 
the bulk of the party were making their preparations • 
to depart. 

The pickets were drawn, lariats coiled, and the 
horses bronght up. Every warrior had provided him- 
self witu an Mtra horse, on which to mount hia newly 
acquired properly, bnt for some Haaon we were ' 
mounted on the hoisea ridden by our captors, and it 
was no,t until the next day that we made use of the 
" extra " horses. 

The Indians rode without saddles, as is tleit ous- 
tom when on the war trail, but tl,e women were pro- 
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nded with mddle.;, these saddles were peculiar eon- 
tpivances, and the best description of them that ocoon 
to me, is to have the reader picture to himself an 
ordinal,, saw-bnek with the top cut off, so as to leave 
an inverted T. There were two of the«! fastened to- 
gether by pamllel strips of wood about eighteen inches 
m length ; this was placed on the mustang's back, and 
a bufSalo robe thrown over it, and fastened by a girth 
Stimip, depended'from the lateral sticks that kept 
the V's in position. The horse's bridles wore mostly 
composed of hah-, in some mstances, however, they 
were of leather worked and stamped mto elaborate 
designs; these wer«, no doubt, the fruits of their 
foray among the Mexican jMteitaa. 

We were mounted man fashion, each riding by the 
side of the Indian who olahned us as his property 
Farewell, having been exchanged, hincee were poised, 
bows and quivers slung, and amid a fearful uproar of 
voices, intermingled with the howhng of dogs, we 
took our departure. As we passed through the village 
I strained my eyes to catch a ghmpse of my husband, 
, but even this poor consolation was denied me. 

Passmg up the valley we entered the oaBon, tra- 
versing its rocky bed lor a distance of several hundred 
?anis i on entering this gloomy pass, we formed into 
single ffle, each captive falling into Ime unmediately 
in the njar of her guard ; this order was henceforth 
mamtained throughout the journey. Leaving the 
csflon we debouched upon an arid plain, and eon- 
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tisned our line of march along the bank of the 
stream. The first day's journey was devoid of inter- 
est ; we traversed long stretches of sandy plain, with 
flcaroely any signs of vegetation, save here and there 
a clamp of sage brush, or the wild pita plant, whose 
stalk towered into the air like a sign-post to guide the 
wanderer over these sandy wastes. The cactns raid 
fetid creosote plant lined onr path, the latter giving - 
forth a most disagreeable odor as it was crashed be- 
neath the horses' hoofs. Towai-ds night we approached 
the base of a monntain, and entering a grove of wil- 
lows and cottonwooda, halted, and dismonnting, made 
preparations to encamp. The horsea were staked out 
OB the prairie and allowed to crop the gramma grass. 
The long laneee'were firmly planted in the soil, and 
bow, quiver, and shield, deposited on the groand in 
eloee proximity, together with the bnfialo- robes and 
bear skins. After watering the stock at tlie small 
stream that ran through the grove, wood was collected 
aad fires bnilt. 

Around these fires clustered the dusky warriors 
cooking the evening meal, which consisted of Jasajo, 
and the nuts gathered from the piflon, which were 
roasted in the ashes. Long into the night" the feasting ■ 
was kept up, and ae the fires languished fresh fuel 
was thrown on untQ they were blazing and crackling 
more cheerily than ever. The flames caused the 
forma of the savages to stand out in bold relief against 
the dark background of the eurroundlng gloom, and 
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lighting up tteir faces displayed in all its fantartic 
repHleiveneea, the war paint with wbich their bodies 
were bedaubed. 

Early the next monxing the march was resumed. 
Towards noon the heat became so intense as to be 
hardly endurable, still we pushed forward with tm- 
vsrying speed. After journeying in a southerly direc- 
tion for a few hours we defiled into the bed of a river 
and foUowed its course for several hundred yards, 
when, striking a new trail, our course was 'laid in a 
^ weste-ly direction. The character of the country 
underwent a complete change; instead of the sandy 
desert, we were now passing over a prairie clothed 
with verdure. At intervals we would enter dense 
thipkets of chaparral, and then emerge into glades, 
that were veritable "fiower gardens. At evening a 
halt was called, but only long enough to watef the 
horses, and partake of a hasty meal; and continuing 
the march we foi^ ahead with increased speed. I 
judged by the animated gestures of the Indians that 
we were nearing our destination ; my conjectures were 
cot iU-founded, as about midnight we entered a valley, 
and passing through green fields, came in view of the 
lodges of the Apache encampment. Our approach 
was heralded by the barking of dogs, and soon we 
were surrounded by a vast multitude of women and 
children, who greeted tlie returning braves with gieat 
enthusiasm. 

We halted in tie center of the village, and presently 
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a largs fire was blazing in front Oi" the chief's lodge, 
around which the warriors assembled. The captives 
were placed in a row to one side, and except to be 
stared at by the women no further attention was taken 
of us. Each brave seemed bent on feasting himself, 
and while we were left to suffer the pangs of himger 
and thirstj our masters indulged in gluttony of a most 
riotous and bestial nature. As the night advanced ■ 
more fuel was added to the fires, until they eraekied 
and blazed fliith tremendous fury. It was not long 
before the remains of the feast were cleared away, and 
the Indians leassembled, each with tomahawk in one 
h;md, and a rattle in the other ; then began the scalp 
dance, with which these tribes always celebrate their 
snccessfiil foi-aya". 

A number of young women are selected who step 
into the ring, and holding np the recently taken 
scalps, begin a low eliaut. The braves circle round, 
brandishing weapons of various kinds, whilst they 
distort their faces and bodies into the most horrid 
shapes. Simultaneously jmnping into the air, tliey 
come down on both feet with a blow and tJirust of 
their weapons, while it Would appear ae if they were 
indulging in the most horrible butchery. Darting 
about their glaring eje-balls, as if actuated by tlie. 
most fiendish passions. As the dance continues the 
excitement grows apace; the bystanders wave their 
torches and urge the actors on to renewed endeavor. 
The scene becomes one wild oi^e, in which the lowest 



■,;, Google 



110 



and moflt> blood-tbirety pasBions are excited. The 
drniM oontintie beating, tlie women elipiek, men yell, 
dogs bark, and the whole scene becomes wild and 
terrible in the extreme. No description can do Justice 
to this remarkable performance, but once seen it 
leaves a yivid impreaa on the mind that time can 
never efface. ' 

The dance was continued until the starB gradually 
disappeared, and the gray streaks of dawn nshered in 
the new day. Tired, and trembUng with nervous 
excitement, I was conducted within the lodge ; and 
throwing myself on the ground, I sought that repose 
that my body and mind eo much needed. 
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CHAPTER Xni. 
Msa. eas™am*b btokt ooimNTrBD, 

rlARS have dragged their slow length along f 
onoe again I am snrrouiided by frieads, and a 
husband's love shields me &om the persecutdons 
of a erael captivity : yet, soenee and inci4ents of 
that terrible time recur to my memory with a vivid- 
nees only too reaL The capture, torture, and fatiguing 
marches, have left their imprint on my memory in 
ineffiiceable characters. These were, however, but 
tlie overtnre to the drama. My intense sufEerings 
commenced, and were comprised in the nine years of 
my life among the Apachee. 

I had passed a restless night; my couch was 
haunted by dreams of ill omen, and it was with a sigh 
of relief that I saw the morning's rays peeping through 
the crevices of our lodge of skins, I was enabled to 
look upon my sorronndings, and take stock of my 
future home. The lodge was circular in form, measur- 
ing a circmnferenco of about fifty feet at the base, 
narrowing as it extended upwards, until a space of 
about six feet was left open at the top ; the frame- 
work consisted of poles driven firmly into the ground. 
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aiid held in poeitioii by % covering of dressed buffalo 
skins. The floor in the center of the .'odge was de- 
pressed sufficiently to form a fire-pla«e, in which a 
few glowing embers could yet be seen. Ranged 
around the walls wei-e the beds, seven in nnmber, 
which were occupied by the chief and hie ax wives. 
I, of course, was included in the numW. Some of 
the beds were tastefully draped with curtains of 
dr^sed skins, ornamented in various styles. The bed 
of the chief was perhaps the most goi^eons; on it 
could be seen the labor of five jealous women, each 
more anxious than the other to propitiate her lord by 
some extravagance of decoration, which would deflect 
the sunshine of his favor 6a her head to the envy and 
exdnsioti of the remaining members of the farailv. 
Suspended from stakes driven into the ground near 
the head of hie couch reated the implements bf war- 
fare ; lanee, shield, bow, and quiver, together with the 
deadly tomahawk and murderous scalping knife. Ex- 
tended along a line that bisected the wigwftm, at » 
distance of perhaps twelve feet froin the floor, were 
the scalps of his eneraieB. Judging from the great 
quantity of these ghastly trophies, my master was a 
man of immense valor and shocking brutality'. 

Soon there was a movement, the curtains of one of 
the beds parted, and the head, shoulders and body of 
a tawny oavage appeared. Leaving the lodge for 
a short time, she again returned with an armful of 
brnsh which she threw npon the fire ; then falling np- 
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o> her knees she blew the Bmoldering embers into s 
bright flame. The noise of the craeklijjg wood 
aronscd tbe others, and soon all the women were en 
gaged in their hoiiBehold duties ; one busied herself 
in preparing the morning inea! ; another was coUeet- 
ing into one pile a number of queer looking instm- 
ments, with whose nse I was to become acquainted 
only too soon ; etiU another, was devoting her atten- 
tion to a young babe. Tims all were occupied. I 
was not long allowed to remain in imdisturbed pos- 
session of mj qnartcrs. The woman in chai'ge of the 
cauldron placed over the fii'e called for assietance, all 
were too busy to lend her aid, and one suggested that 
I should be aroused. This remark was received with 
general approbation, and soon I was on the floor, lift- 
ing kettles, fetching fresh fuel, and in fact, doing the 
bidding of my task-makers as best I might. This 
was the commencement of a life of unceasing toil. I 
was the pariah of our little community ; having no 
rights that compelled respect, and being looked upon 
with feelings of r^uspicion and distrust by the Indian 
women, I was driven to perform the menial tasks and 
endure the ill-treatment of those who were only too 
happy, to visit on my unofl'ending and unresisting. 
body, the ill-treatment (A«j/ had to endure from higher 



Breakfast being ready, the chief was aroused and 
the family clustered around the fire, attacking the 
contents of the kettlo. To have seen them eat, one 
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•ouU have supposed that they h«d been etnmgen to 
food for a very long perioj; food was Dot eaten, it 
was devoured. After having partaken of the eakea 
of maiie and tassajo, the work of the day begm. 
Mahtoeheega, of coune, did nothing bat smoke hia 
k'neok k'niek and lounge about the lodge. His fav. 
orile pastime tos to lie at full length in front of the 
door, and like any dog, baek in tlie rays of the 

It was now the planting season, and from mom till 
night we were in the fleld, breaking the ground and 
sowing the gi»in. The implements naed, were of a 
very rude cbaraeler, the hoes being faehioned from 
the shoulder bone of the bison ; the earth was broken 
by these, and fll the cultivation that wa» required was 
performed with the aid of this article. Such was the 
great fertility of the soil, that maize and squashes 
gtew ahnost spontaneously when planted. Alt 
through the day, we were compelled to stoop and bend 
over the ground, while the sun's rays becoming more 
and more intense, made hie intolerable. Did we hlg 
but for a moment, the ever vigUant eye of some adja- 
cent Indian would note the movement, and swooping 
down on us would urge us to renewed exertion, by 
word or blow. 

My first day's experience in this species of farming, 
was eicmoiating agony. Being unskUled in the use 
of a hoe, I bruised myself severely, for, instead of 
breaking the soU, I came down with full foroe on my 
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own limbs and feet ; at such times a groan of agon/ 
would escape me, which^ instead of elicitingsympatliy, 
would only excite laughter. Maimed and bleeding, I 
t<»led on, and wishing, ob ! so fervently, that the next 
blow might be on my head, instead of the inferior 
parts of my body. Towards evening, my ix>rtviie be 
came uoendnrable, and throwing my tired body on 
the gronnd, I determined not to work longer, let the 
conseqnences be what they may. This conduct was 
80 entirely unexpected, that it took my captors by snr- 
prise, and finding blows of no avail, they desisted, 
and left me to sufTer alone. I had to be carried 
home, much to the disgnst of those whose duty it was 
te bear the harden ; arriving at the lodge, ointment 
was prepared from the juice expressed from the leaves 
of the pita plant, and being applied to my bmised 
limbs, soon allayed the inflammation and soreness. 

A. brief description of this remarkable plant may 
not be withont interest to the reader ; what the samiat 
is to tJie Kast Indian, the pita pknt is to the Southern 
Indian — it is food, medicine, stimnlant, and clothing. 
It is to be fonnd in the greatest abundance along the 
great American desert, near the base of the Kopky 
Mountains. In places where it wi>^d seem impoesiblfr 
for living plants tothrive, there may be found the 
Itehu^illa, its stalk rising to the height of twenty 
feet, and its thorny leaves branching out in clusters 
along its length ; its fiber is made into rope ; the sap 
expressed from its loaves, when boiled to the conidet- 



HoslcdDyGoOglc 



116 



ency of hooey Is an idmipaHe d™Bmg for wounds, 
oaqsing light cats to dcatrize almost immodktdy and 
even ugly gashes will yield to it in time! The jniee 
distilled, ptodnces the fiery mescal, famiBarly known 
among the trappers as " pass whiskey." It is made 
quite extensiTely at El Paso, henoe the «ibriquet. 
The egg-shaped core, when cooked, yields a thick, 
transparent body, similar to jelly ; it is Tory nntritiouB, 
and is used to a great eitent by one branch of tie 
Apaches, who bake it with horse-flssh ; this tribe is 
called by the fronUetBmen, mtimlerm on this ao- 



eonnt. 



Without the aid of this plant, there arc season, 
when the Lipans, Apaches, and Oamanches would 
pensh from starvation. Too much cannot be said in 
praise of the wild aloe ; it is one of the many striking 
mtances in which an all-wise Providence has furn- 
ished man with a medicine and food combined. The 
hibonitoiy of natm^ i. fnU of similar plants whose use 
•re as yet imperfectly known, and have perhaps never 
been applied to the relief of the suftring. 

During my sojourn among the Indians I became 
famdur with the names and uses of many of these 
loots and plants, wjiich I believe were never before • 
known to civilized'man. 

Seveial months had elapsed, the com was planted 
and had nearly ripened. As I became hardened by 
ojtposuro and toil, my lot seemed somewhat softened ■ 
I ».y «semod mitigated ; the work was none the \J, 



■.;, Google 



117 

ardnous, oalj my capacity to bear toil had been 
atrongthened. 

One daj, Eeh-nis-tiii (the crjstal stone), intimated 
that I waa to be branded ; thb intelligence tilled me 
with terror. I had never seen any one marked in 
this manner, and I presumed the process wafl a painful 
one. After having finished the morning's work I had 
retired into the lodge, in order to complete some gar- 
Ments I was making^ for Eehniskin's little boy, when 
a mcBfienger arrived, annoondng that the medicine 
man wished to see me, and bade me follow him. Ar- 
riving at the lodge in the center of the village, 1 
joined a throng of captives, who like myself had been 
summoned to appear and j-eceive the mark of bondage. 
Presently the crowd gave way, and the "hush-sh" 
that was echoed from mouth to mouth, warned us of 
the approach of Pa-nis-ka-eoo-pa (the two crowe), the 
high priest and great medicine of the nation. We 
were required to form a ring, leaving a apace of some, 
thirty feet in diameter. Silence reigned supreme ; 
nothing was heard eave the light tinkling of the rat- 
tles upon .his dress, aa he cantiously and slowly moved 
through the avenue left for him. He ncared ns with 
ft slow and tilting step, his body and head entirely . 
covered with the akin of a yellow l^ear, the head of 
which served as a mask to his own, which was inside 
of it ; - the^ huge bear's claws were dangling oq his 
wrists and ankles. In one liaod he shook a frightftil 
rattla, with the other he brandiahed hia medicine spear. 
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to the rattling din of -which he added the wild sad 
Btartling yells and jump cf the Indian, and the apal- 
ling gnmt« and snarle of the grizzly bear. Aftw 
prancing aronnd db for a short time, he built a small 
fire, and threw into it some bits of bluish day, 
which turned black wben subjected to the fierce heat j 
these were then ponnded into fine powder. Taking 
a sharp-pointed stick, he pricked our chins in semi- 
circles with the point of this stick dipped in a lotion 
of the powdered clay and a blackish gum, which be 
poured from a stone vial. The sensation was as if one 
waa sticking needles into your face. Soon after the 
operation was pertbrmed the skin began to bum and 
the punctured portion inflame ; it then became very 
painful, bnt an application of the never-failing aloe 
soothed the inflammation. This was the ceremony of 
branding, and I carry the scar, and will continue to 
wear it to my latest hours. 

Returning to the lodge, I was greeted with jeera and 
derisive laughter by the women of my household ; the 
dogs joined in the uproar, barking, perhaps, because 
others pointed the finger of scorn at me, and to be in 
sympathy with their masters. Even the filthy little 
children raised their tiny voices, accompanying their 
langhter with volleys of stones and sticks, thus 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

HOPES ASD FEABS — AS ADrEHTCBS. 

fOR over two years my life was one imvarying 
monotony ; a ceaseless round of toil. Day after 
day I was occupied with my daties in the labor- 
atory, or in gathering roots and herbs for tbc 
preparation of the medicine. 

The daily Kfe of tlie village presented a wearying 
samenees after' I had become accustomed to its more 
novel peculiarities. There was little of excitement or 
Interest in my snrronndings. At first the arrival and 
departure of war parties, or the bands, who at regular 
mt«rvals went forth to hunt, or to steal horses, at- 
tracted niQch of my attention ; but eventually all 
these became tiresome ; for when yon have seen one 
of these gatlierings, you have seen aU, so little do they 
differ. 

Many times I accompanied Wakometkla in his trip§ 
beyond the valley, in search of those ingredients for 
his medicine, which could not be procured within its 
Limits. - I had not yet abandoned the idea of escape, 
should an opportunity offer, and I had hoped that in 
these expeditions beyond the valley, I might find the 
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aecaeion for which I longed. But in this r^ard for- 
tnne did act fevor me; I was always too closely 
watched to make the attempt with any hope of snccees ; 
aod it was not long before I satisfied myself, that evea 
if 1 should succeed in getting clear of the valley, there 
was very little chance of my finding my way back to 
civilization. Gazing from the summit of one of the 
" spurs " of the mountain range east of the valley, I 
found my path to liberty barred by the desert, which 
stretched for many miles to the nortii and east. South- 
ward, the prospect was scarcely more inviting ; the 
country was almost equally barren, although more 
brofefcn, and afibrding a better chance for concealment. 
But I knew that the expert Indian " trackers" would 
find my trail, no matter what course I might take ; 
and an attempt to escape on foot could only result in 
my being overtaken, brought back, and probably tor- 
tured; for not even the influence of the high-priest 
himself would avail to save me, if detected in an effort 
to escape. "With a good horse, success was possible ; 
althojigh it was an open question, whether I would be 
able to find my way through a country of which I 
knew so little. It seemed fer more probable that I 
would either perish in the desert,. or only survive it* 
dangers to fall into the hands of other savages, more 
cruel and relentless than the tribe of which I had be- 
come an unwilling member. So I reluctantly con- 
cluded that the idea of fiight must be abandoned, 
unless miforaeeo circumstances should arise, giving 



■,;, Google 



121 

me a far better opportunity thi;n had as jet ofiered 
That 1 should ever meet with aach an occasion, how- 
ever, was altogether onlikely ; and in time, the very 
tlioiight of escape wae almost entirely baiuBhed from 
my mind. 

In the aatnmn of the second year of my captivity, 
the monotony of my existence was broken by a rather 
exciting adventjre j and as it is the only experience 
of the kind 1 ever met with, I will briefly narrate it. 

In company with Wakometkla, I had gone in the 
early morning to the lower end of the valley to pro- 
cure an herb, called by the Camancliee "lakars," 
which grew in great abundance along the sides of the 
liiffe. Hitherto we had been able to gather it at a 
diort distance from the village, but having used it in 
large qnantitira, we had stripped the ehmbbery on 
both sides of the valley of all that was fit for use, and 
were every day compelled to go to a greater distance, in 
order to obtain it in snfiicient quantities. Hence on 
this occasion we had reached a distance of nearly ten 
miles from the village, before we were able to collect 
eoongh for our purpose. By this time we were con- 
siderably fatigued by our exertions, and sat down at 
the base of the clifi to rest and partake of such simple 
fere as wc had brought with us. 

While thus occupied, my attention waa attracted by 
an animal which suddenly appeared npon a ledge far 
above our heads. A singular animal it was, and 
would natmally excito the curiosity of any one who 
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beKeld it for the first time ; to me, however, it wm 
DO Htranger, aa I had frequently seen others of the 
same spjdeB npon the cliffs bordering the valley, al- 
thoBgh I had never before had bo favorable an oppor- 
tunity for a close examination. Commonly known 
as the " Big Horn" or " Rocky Monntain Sheep," and 
found inhabiting all the motintain ranges which di- 
vide the continent, it Beeras a sort of crose between 
goat and sheep, having mnch of the appearance of the 
latter, with more of the habits of the former. 

Standing upon a rocky ledge which jutted out 
from the face of the cliff, it surveyed ue with great 
- apparent cariosity, and without any signs of fear. Ae 
soon as I perceived it, T sprang to my feet, and seia- 
ing my boW, in the twe of which I Kad become quite 
expert, I quickly sent an arrow through the unsus- 
pecting animal, and it tumbled headlong from its lofty 
perch and fell dead at my feet. Wakometkia, who 
had been rather taken by snrprise by the saddemieee 
of my movements, now came up to m^ and praised 
my BkUI and quickness; he then condescended to 
aaast me in skinning and cutting up the cascass. We 
then packed in the skin, such portions of the meat.ae 
we could carry with us, and hung the rest upon a 
tree, high enough to be out of the reach of the wolves 
and coyotes, so that we could return or send for it if 
we chose to do so. 

I supposed that we were to return at once to the vit 
iage, but my companion directed me to remain, as be 
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wished to proceed down the valley a short distance, 
ia search of a species of bark for whiGh we had been 
looking dnring our ramble, but had been unable to 
obtain. Telling me that he would tetiim in a few 
tiiinuteo, he started off and was soon lost to view in 
the thicket. 

Reclining upon the ground I filled my pipe with the 
" k'neck k'nick," or Indian tobacco, and proceeded to 
make myself as comfortable as possible. Wakomet- 
kla'a absence was prolonged far beyond what I had 
expected, and I was considering the advisability of 
starting in search of him, when a sound readied my 
ears as of some one breaking through the undergrowth, 
and concluding tJiat it was my master returning, I laid • 
back and abandoned myself to the contemplation of 
the blue smoke wreaths that curled above my head. 
As the Bomida came nearer, I began to doubt whether 
it could be Wakometkla after all, for his progi-eas 
through the thick undergrowth that skirted the valley, 
was usually comparatively noiseless, but I wag so ab- 
iorbed in my own reflections, that I did not give it a ' 
•econd thought, but lazily awaited the appearance of 
the new eomer, whatever he or it might be. In a few 
momenta the mystery was solved, and in a manner the 
reverse of pleasant. Emerging from the dense un- 
dei^rowth through which he had forced hie way, the 
new arriral entered the little clearing near whose cen- 
ter I was reclining, and on taming to discover what 
Iwd occaaioned the noises I had heard, I beheld an 



object that sent a thrill of terror to my heart, aiid 
for a moment rendered me incapable of motion. The 
object in qijestion, waa a large aninial, which I at 
once reeognized as Jhe griszly hea/r ; the most dreaded 
of all creatures that inhabit this region. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

TBEED BT A QEEZLT. 

?^f HE bear waa one of the largest of his tiud, but 
Is) it was not so much his size that impressed me 
mth fear, as the Imo-wledge of his fierce nature. 
It is true, that personally I knew but little of 
the habits of the animal, although this was not my 
first introduction to "old Ephraim," but from the 
tales of the Indians, I had learned enough to cause 
me to feel certain that I was in deadly peril. When 
my eyes first rested on the monster, he had just 
emerged from the thicket at the same point at which 
Wakometkla had entered it. Or. reaching the open 
ground he advanced a pace or two, and then halting, 
reared himseif ap and stood upon his hind legs, at the 
same time Uttering a sound which resembled the 
" blowing " of hoga when suddenly startled in the 
forest. He remained in this upright attitude for some 
moments, rubbing his head with his fore pawa and 
playing them about like a monkey ; in fact, as he stood 
facing me, he looked not unUke a gigantic ape. He 
was of a yellowish red color, with legs and feet nearly 
black, bat color ie no characteristic among these ani- 
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Kuls, scarce two of them being alike in this particv- 
lu-. 

To say that I was nob terrified by the arrival of thia 
unwelcome intruder, wonld be to state an untruth. 
I was frightened, horribly frightened, and with good 
reason. To suppose tHSt he would not attack ae 
would have been absurd ; I knew that in nine cases 
ont of ten, tlie grizzly bear is the assailant ; that uo 
animal in America will willingly engage in combat 
with him, and^ihat man himself shuns, the pneounter, 
unless well mounted, and even then, the pmdent hun- 
ter always gives "old Ephraim," as the "mountain 
men '' call him, a " wide berth," and rides on without 
interfering .with him, unless the ground is perfectly 
opQu, so that his horse is not likely to be impeded. 

The white hunter considers the killing of a grizily 
bear a feat of prowess equal to the destruction of two 
Indians ; while to the Indian, the destruction of one 
of these animals is one of the greatest feats in his 
life's history. Among Indian braves, a necklace of 
boar's claws is a badge of honor, since they can only 
be worn by a man who haajiimself slain the animals 
from which they have been taken. On the omi- 
trary^the grizzly bear fears no antagonist ; he attacks 
the largest animals on sight. The moose, the elk, the 
buffalo, or wild horse, if caught is instantly killed. 
A blow from his paw will lay open the flesh as if 
gashed with an axe, and he can drag the body gf •« 
fidl grown buffalo, to almost any distance. , He 
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niahes upon man withont the Blightest heaitatioo, and 
frequently a, dozen hunters will retreat at hia approach. 
Nearly twenty buJlets have on Eome occasions been 
flred into tlie body of a grizzly, without killing him, 
and only s shot through the brain or heart is certainly 
mortah 

Vith such eangninary tiereenees of disposition and 
extmordinaiy tenacity of life, it is no wonder the 
grizzly bear is a creature to be dreaded. Had he the 
Bwiftnese of the lion or tiger, his haunts would be in- 
appioaehahle by man, and he would be a far more 
terrible assailant than either. Fortunately, however, 
he is slow compared with the horse, although he can 
easily outrun a man, and there is another peculiarity 
about him, which detracts somewhat from the danger 
of an encounter with this savage beast, he is not a 
tree di-mhsr, and many a life has been saved by this ' 
circumstance ; for althongh he does not affect the for- 
est, there is usually some timber in the viemity of his 
haunts, and iu many instances his mtended victim haa 
aaved himself by taking refnge in a tree 

Knowmg well, by hearsay, aU these facte, yon can '- 
e«eily imagine my feelings, at finding myself face to 
fece with one of these fierce animals, alone and with 
out weapons, save my bow and arrows and kmfe It 
is true, there was abundance of timber near at hand, 
but unfortunately (he bear was decidedly nearer to 
me than aay tree of BuiBcient size to promise a eafe 
refoge. On lying down, I had, without thought. 
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placed m^Bclf in the very center of the clearing, and 
I found myself at least one hundred yards from any 
of the larger trees ; the bear ■ had approached before 
halting, to within about eighty yards, and stood 
watching ine, apparently surprised at our rencontre. 
Without doubt he would overtake me before I could 
reach and ascand a tree, and I was fairly bewildered 
by the utter helplcssnesa of my situation. 

These reflections occupy many minutes of your time 
to read ; I thought thern in as many seconds. In- 
deed, I Lad not time to form a plau of either defense 
or escape,^ when i0y antagonist, evidently concluding 
that I was fair game, dropped upon all fours, uttered 
a loud roar and rushed upon me with open mouth ; 
eimultancously, I turned and fled with all my speed. 

Before I had covered half the distance that sepa- 
rated me from the tree towards which I had directed 
my flight, he was almost at my heels, and I had about 
determined to stop and engage in the desperate conflict 
that seemed inevitable, when his attention was at- 
tracted by an object in his path, and although the halt 
he made was but momentaiy, it enabled me to gain 
some ground, and I ran on with redoubled speed. 
The object in question wae none other than the car- 
cass of the " big bom," which lay fresh and bloody, 
rolled up in the stin, directly in my line of flight. 
The bear pawed it over, snatched a hasty moutliful, 
and then resumed the pursuit ; but bis brief hesitation 
h^ been my salvation, and I had reached the tree 
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which I had selected before he could overtake me. 
My climbing experience gained during my expe- 
ditions with Wakometkla, now stood me in good 
stead, and I " sliiuried " up the tree with the agility 
ot' a monkey. I had no time to spare, however, for 
my inline friend reached the base of the tree before I 
had aecehded far enough to be entirely out of reach, 
and rearing up, siiaeeeded in getting a slight hold of 
my right foot. I clung to the tree with the defcpera- 
tion of despair, and the moeeaein giving way, I soon 
dnrw myself above hie reach, with no other injury 
than a severe scratch. lu a few seconds I was safely 
ensconced among the brauches, about thirty feet from 
the grouud, whife my hatfled antagonist was-walking;, 
romid and round it, uttering growls of rage, and 
stripping the bark from the tree with hia terrible claws. 
During my hasty flight I liad slung my bow aeross 
my back, and had fortmiately presened it safely. My 
quiver, well filled with arrows, being attached to my 
person by a belt, I was well supplied with aramani- 
tion ; and thinking it about time to commence offen- 
sive operations, 1 secured myself to the tree with 
strips of leather cut from my shoulder belt-, and com- - 
menced trying my skill as an archer, with the bear as 
a living and movable target. Owing to ray cramped 
position in the tree, my aim was necessarily imcertain, 
and many of my shafts went wide of the mark; stiU, 
I did succeed in hitting the brate several times, but 
with no other effect than to increase his rage and 
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apparent determination to watch until he should tir» 
me out, and overcome by fatigae or sleep, I might 
fall from the tree, and thus become an easy victim. 
Seeing this, I desisted after a while, and settled my- 
self down to wait as patiently as I might for him t« 
tire of his watch, or for relief of some sort to arrive. 
Perhaps an hour had elapsed when I heard a noise on 
the opposite sideof thecleariag,and£ia.lookingin that 
direction I saw Wr.iometkia just emerging from th« 
woods. The bear saw him at the same instant, and 
abandoning his post of sentinel, rushed towards hii 
new enemy. The old Indian waited long enough to 
discharge three or four arrows with great rapidity, and 
then ascended the nearest tree with a rapidity quite' 
surprising in a man of his age and build. Two of his 
shots had taken effect — that is, they had hit the bear ; 
but they caused no diminution of his energy or fierce- 
ness. He rushed to the base of the tree, and vented 
his rage in stripping the bark from its trunk. Find- 
ing that his intended prey had escaped him, he soon 
desisted fi-om this occupation, and returning to the 
carcass of the " big horn," began devouring it, at th* 
same time keeping a constant watch upon onr move- 
ments, BO as to preclude the possibility of our slippinj^ 
away. In spite of the imcomfortable nature of oMt 
position, I could not help laughing at the ludicrom 
picture we presented, perched in the trees like a 
couple of monkeys, hardly daring to move lest w» 
might lose our hold and tumble into the clutches of 
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ow unpleasant neighbor. The bear soon finished 
hia repast, indeed it was but a mocthftil to an animal 
of his size and appetite, and he oommenced walking 
back and forth between the two trees in which we were 
severally ensconced, evidei.tly trying to form some 
plan by wMch he could get at us. Bat his cogitations 
apparently resulted in nothing; and in fact, we were 
«ot at all disturbed as to the probability of his being 
able to reach us. We knew that we were perfectly 
safe in onr lofty retreat, but how long we might have 
to remain there was anotlier matter, and I for one 
was decidedly wearied of my airy prison. I knew 
tbat no search would be made for us for several days, 
as we frequently remained absent two or three daya 
at a time when on these expeditions. Our only hope- 
was that our self-appointed jailor might weary of the 
task he had set himself, or be compelled to go in 
iMrch of food or water ; and in that ease we could 
improve the opportunity, and get out of reach withont 
diflBculty. For hour after hour, however, he kept up 
his sentinel-like tramp from tree to tree; at times 
varying the monotony of hie proceedings by frantic 
attacks upon their trunks. The tree to which I had 
retreated was not more than eighteen inches in diam- ' 
eter, and I was not withont fear at one time that he 
wonld sneceed iu demolishing it altogether, and bring- 
ing me "down by the run." I was not destined, 
however, to find out whether he was able to accom- 
piiah that feat or not, for after tearing away at it for 
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a while, and making the spUDters fly in a rather 
ftlanning manner, he seemed to tire of it, and reBnmed 
hie patrolling between the two trees. 

The day had worn away to near its close, and 1 was 
contemplating the uopleasant prospect before me of 
passing the night in my very uncomfortable quarters, 
when the sound of li oof -strokes reached my earp. 
Looking out through the opening, upon the plain, I 
B^w a party of abouc a dozen Indians riding l«isurely 
up the valley, evidently one of the hunting parties on 
their return. They were nearly a mile from onr po- 
sition, but in these elevated regions sonnds can be 
heard at almost mwedible distances, and I at once 
shouted at the top of my voice, to attract their atten- 
tion. "Wakometkia did the same, and we were evi- 
dently heard, for tliey halted for a moment, and after 
a glance in onr direction, galloped towards ns. As they 
nfigred ns I expected to see the bear take himself oS 
without ceremony, bnt to my surprise, he showed no 
signs of such an intention. On the contrary, when 
they had passed about half the distance at first sepa- 
rating us, he advanced to the edge of the plain and 
stood as if inviting attack. The Indiana rode up to 
within a few rods of the grizzly, and then seeing .ns 
in our haven of safety they realized the situation at a 
glauce, and burst into uproarious laughter. This 
seemed to irritate the grizzly, for he uttered a roar of 
rage and rushed fiercely at them ; then ensued an ex- 
citing and amusing scene. 
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The I„d,.m at first t«,d only the Ia»o, .„d in . 

one^yandtta another, t„alci„g frantic 'Son. to 
Mean„h,le the other horsemen rode np Jnl^t 
atl "o ''""i ""' ""'^ ^^'"»' '- -S 

t 1 ngtlr „„„mbed to hi, fate, and . few Ian e 
-hmt, soon put an end to his existence 

oJItT!!'"' '"' "-"^ '™'^-' ■"^-■"W '»». 

our tree fortresses and joined the pa«;y, who ™el«d 

in^TT™ '^''^"=°' '^'■•«-'^^'' 
.ng rescned ™, ron, onr „„ple™.nt predicament; The 

bear was s«>n sldnned andcn. np, and we r.tnmedto 

toe Tdlage wrth onr rescncs. As far as I waa con- 

S V""' '^■^ "'" -^ «P™- asZ 

mtemewer of grizzly bea,,, and had bo de»re to ro- 
I».t rt, for although hunting the bear n,aXa pel 
^^.,rti. no. ,ui.e so pleasing wh^enJh:: 

ttowever, ■«•, weU that ends well," and if this 
-™Sie affords H.y reader, any am^S^en, 1 sS 
■everKgretmydajspentinatreetop. ' 
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CHAPTER XVL 

80U& dTRIOCe OtTBTOMB. 

/^f HE winter had been uiiKsiially severe, in sevenJ 
\^ inBtanceB snow had fallen ; a thing of rare occnr- 

frence in these latitudea. Not having prepared 
for BTich weather, by laying in an unusnal supplj 
of proviBions, we were rednced to the verge of 8tarr»- 
tion, having reconrse in onr dire extremity to rooto 
and berries, which we dug from the ground. Durinj 
one week, I lived Bolely on the juice expreBsed from " 
the .cactus leaves, which I procured by stripping th« 
pltnt of its thorny excresc^ices and paring the leavM 
with my knife. The jniee yielded was thick and 
gummy, and of a sweetish taste. This diet could not 
Sustain life for any length of time. Fortunately I had 
the good luck to discover some mesqnite berries, that 
had been secreted by one of the tribe. This discovery 
proved my salvation, as without tide .timely addition 
of food, I should certainly have perished. 

Daring this season of hardship, ntany died of starva- 
tion. Whwi s death occurred, the family of th« 
deceased would yield themselves np to the most heart- 
rending grie£ Their lamentations would sacceed in 
attracting a crowd of sympathizing moumera vbo 
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wonld join the family, and by indulging in yella, 
groans, and screeches, convert the whole scene into the 
most hideons travesty, which did violence to all those 
feelings of awe and solemnity, that are experienced by 
viewing the last sad rites of Chiistian burial, 

Wlien an Indian dies, his body is painted, oiled, and 
dressed in its best attire, a fresh bufEalo skin (if it is 
to be had), and faihng this, a blanket is wound tightly 
around the body, and bound with thongs, then other 
blankets xre soaked in water until they become very 
soft and elastic, when they also are wound around the 
body with great care and exactness, so as to exclude 
the ail'. This done, the dead warrior's arms are placed 
by his side and a liberal supply of food (when the 
article is plenty)," placed on the scaffold. 

These scaffolds are constructed by placing three 
upright posts in the ground in the shape of a parallelo- 
gram, and connecting them by lateral bars. Over 
these bars are placed a number of willow rods, on which 
the body rest8,un such a position that the feet will be 
towards the rising sun.' The scaffolds are placed hig^ 
enough to be out of the reach oi dogs and wolves, yet 
not so high as to be uiaeeeesiblc to the family, some 
portion of whom visit it daily, bringing food and water, ■ 
which they place near the head of the corpse. The 
spirit is supposed to be in need of this sustenance on 
his journey to the happy hunting grounds. Once 
there, bis spear, bow, and arrows will enable him to 
HU game in plenty. 
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Wlien the scaffolds decay and fall, the relatives col- 
lect tlie bones and bury them. The skull, which by 
this time has become perfectly bleached and purified, 
is taken and placed among a number of others which 
form a circle, tlie faces tnmed inward and facing a 
large shaft, around which is heaped a quantity of 
bulTalo skulls. In this position they are preserved for 
years, the objects of religious veneration. ' The scaf- 
folds of the chiefs are distinguished from the others by 
pieces of red or blue cloth which are thrown over the 
bodies. 

A party had been dispatched in search of food, and" 
were expected back hourly. How anxiously we 
awaited their arrival none may know, who have not 
suffered the- pangs of hunger. At last they made 
their appearance, bringing with them a quantity of 
berries exiled by the Indians otb-to-toa. This berry 
was pleasanter to taste than the mesqnite. The jnice, 
when extracted and mixed with water, tasted very 
much like the orange. 

In one of my strolls I had observed some blackbirds, 
and in the hope of finding tlieir nests, I was indnced 
to wander to a greater distance from the vilkge than 
I had been at any previous time. My search was re- 
warded by a quantity of eggs, and filling my Indian 
shirt with as many aa I could carry, I retraced my 
etcps. 

In Btmggliug through the tangled nnderbrnsh, I 
lost my way, and after wandering about for some .time 



HoslcdDyGoOglc 



137 ^ 

in the hope of finding the path, I c&me'to a BmaL 
spring that was bubbling up Irom s crevice in the 
rock. 

The night had closed in rapidly, and, finding it was 
too dark to prosecute my journey farther, I concluded 
to remain here for the remainder of the night. Gath- 
ering a few dried leaves, I soon had a fire lighted, and 
then seeoring enough brnsb to last me until dawn^^I set 
about preparing my suppOT, which waS-fflS^^oasted 
eggs. This frugal mea] was soon dispatched, and he^ 
ing more wood on the fire, I selected a dry spot, and 
stretching my tired Hmbs, was soon iti a sound slum- 
ber. HoTC long I slept I know not, but I was awak- 
ened by peals of thunder and flashes of the moet vivid 
lightnitig. These sounds were unnsaal in this coim- 
tiy, as rain rarely fell in these latitudes. 

Should a storm of any magnitude pom- its waters 
through the gorge in which I then was, I felt ray 
position would be perilous in the extreme. I gathered 
up my BUppHes, that were collected at such an expen- 
diture of labor, and scrambled over rocks and thi ongh 
sand towards the side of the mountain. I had not 
gone far when the rain commenced — first in large 
drops, and then in a steady patter ; before many min- 
utes the etonn burst upon the mountain in all its 
fmy. The rain fell in sheets, and literally deluged 
smrounding objects. My resting place was becoming 
nntenable, and my life was momentarily imperiled by 
huge masses of falling rock, which had been loosened 
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from its bed and came tearing down the mountain 
side, eanying aU before it. Shielding myself behind 
trees and bonlders, I climbed upwards, in the hope of 
finding a more permanent shelter than that afforded 
by the stumps of trees. The rain continued to pour 
down with increasing fnry, and anon the vivid flaah 
quickij foUowed by the startling iW of the thunder, 
and the noise of the seething flood, which by this 
time was bounding through the cafion, conspired to 
make the scene more temble. Almost despairing, 
and thoroughly di-enelied, I was about yielding myself 
ap to the fury of the tempest, when my eye fell upon 
what appeared to be a ereviee in the rock. Hastily 
making towards it, I entered. The deeper I penetrate 
ed the larger, it became, and I found myself at last 
snugly ensconced within the recesses of a vast 

Congratulating myself on this good fortune, I was 
about preparing to resume my rudely interrupted slum- 
ber, when I was startled by the sight of two glaring 
eyes that were peering at me from the depth of the 
cave. Here was a dilemma. I had certainly intruded 
on some wild animal, and penetrated it* lair. My sit- 
uation became unpleasant in the extreme. Turn in 
whichever direction I might, those fiery eyes followed 
me, and at last I found that I was being subjected to 
the iufiuence of a horrible feecination. 

My unpleasant experiencfe with "oldEph" recur- 
red to me with more force than pleasure ; and tie 
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tbonglit that I uught have to deal with a grizxly, 
made donhlj ierocioiiB by heing beaded in his den, 
caused the eold perspiration to Btand out in beads 
npon my forehead. Suddenly I was startled by s roar 
thftt echoed through the care. Those piercing eyea 
approached nearer. Mad with fright, I mshed to the 
month of the cave, and began a headlong descent 
down the~8teep banks of the cliff. In my wild scram- 
ble I dislodged stones and brush, which came tum- 
bling precipitately after me, and I also heard another 
noise which struck terror to my lieart ; it waa the 
foot stroke of the infiu^ated animal that waa pnrsning 
me I 

Not knowing whither I was going, but actuated by 
the sole desire tQ escape from this new danger, I very 
shortJy found myself nearing the swollen river that 
was bounding through the eaflon. There waa no ^- 
temative. and, bracing myself for a final eftbrt, I 
plunged into the swollen stream and breasted the 
waves, hoping to reach a rock that raised its head 
above the water, about an hundred yards down the 
stream ; struggle as I might, I felt the rapid current 
sweeping me on with the rapidity of an avalanche. 
Should I reach it or be borne down the torrent, and 
bedashed to pieces against some hidden boulder I 
Nerving myself for one grand efEort, I breasted the 
gnrrent, and, to my joy, found I was nearing the rock ; 
striking out with the strength of despair I reach the 
refuge — the waves dash me against its sides — I clutch 
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at the jagged ends that project out of the water, and 
by their aid clamber ont of the reach of iimaediate 
danger ! 

Finding myself safe, I kok abont me. The first 
object that attracts my attention ie the lithe form of 
my pnrener who is running np and down the bank 
lashing his tail in fury, and occasionally breaking 
forth in the most savage roars. In itc yellow coat 
and cat-like movements I recognize the dreaded cou- 
gar—the tiger of the western mountains— an animal 
that, when once aroused, will not hesitate to attack 
man or beast. He seemed to be deliberating whether 
to follow me into the stream. It was nlaiu he disliked 
entering' the water, and after pacing to and fro for 
some Httle time, turned abruptly and lett the bank. 
Thinking I had achieved a victory, and finding that 
now I was safe, my courage was assuming a very bold 
front ; I picked up a stone and threw it in the diree^ 
tion of the beast. Foolish action ! It hit the cougar, 
and turning, he now rushed to the bant, and, bellow- 
ing with rage, plunged into the river. My position 
now became critical in the extreme. Once the rock 
was gained, I would certainly be mangled by the fierce 
creature. I could not take flight by water, as ho could 
easily overtake me. 

My terror was extreme, and I lost the power of 
wUl. Fright had made me imbecile, and I rushed 
about the crest of the rock iike a crazy man. AU 
this time the enraged brute drew nearer; his paws 
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touch the baee of the rock ; he is in the act of drawii^ 
hia drippiDg limbs out of the water. 

Mouth opec, tongue extended, and ejea inaamad 
with rage, the cougar prepares for the deadly spring. 
But look ! the surface of the rock movefi, gives way, 
and slides witha gentle motion towards the river. He 
makes a desperate effort to free himself from this natu- 
ral trap, "but in vain ; the rock moves faster every mo- 
ment, and with one granTi rush this land slide is en- 
gulfed in the turbid watei-s. Instantly the body is 
thrown back into th3 seething flood, and my last view 
of him is as he turns a bend and disappears forever. 

After waiting several hours for the waters to sub 
side, I am enabled to wade to the opposite shore, and, 
discovering my own trail by accident, wend my way 
back to the village. 

My adventure is related to Wakometkla, and soon 
spreads throughout the village. From this time forth 
I am regarded in the light of a hero, but on what 
grounds I was never able to satisfactorily determine, 
as I could scarcely consider running away from a dan- 
ger heroic. 
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CHAPTER XVn. 



f^HE buffalo beiug the m:.m depeBdence of the 
Camanches for food, it aatiirally follows that 
they are fully alive to the importance of secnring 
an abundant supply of meat during the season 
in irhicb these animals migrate to the southern 
prairies. 

The superstition whieh forms so large a part of the 
Indian character is especially noticeable in the cere- 
monies in which thoy engage every year for the pur- 
pose of seciiring a successful hunt. This eeremoiiy, 
altjjougli not peculiar to any special tribe, is a vei^ 
novel one, and may be of interest to the reader. lake 
all other tribes, the Camanches lead lives of idlenesi 
and leisure, and consequently devote a great deal of 
time to their sports and amusements, of which tbej 
have a great variety. 

Of these dancing is one of the principal, and may 
be seen in a variety of forms. 

Among these are the scalp dance, the boaetiug 
dance, the buffalo dance, and a dosen other dancee, all 
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of which have their peculiar characters and meanings 
dr objects. 

These exerciBes are extremely grotesque in their 
appearance, and to the Jooker-on, who knows not their 
meaning or importance, they are an uncouth and 
frightful display of starts, jumps, and yelps, and jar- 
ring gutturals, which to a stranger are truly tciTifying. 
Bnt when one gives thena a little attention, and 
Wiomes initiated into their mysterious meaning, 
thoy become a subject of the most intense and thril- 
ling interest. 

Each dance has its peculiar step, and every step haa 
its meaning. Each dance also has its peculiar song, 
»nd that is frequently so intricate and niyaterious, 
that not one in ten of the young men who Ere dancing 
and singing it know the meaning of the song they are 
chanting over. None but the medicine men are 
allowed to understand' them; and even they are 
^nerally only initiated into the secret on the payment 
•>i a liberal stipend for their instruction, which requires 
luueh application and study. 

There i? evidently a set song and sentiment for 
every dance, for the songs are perfectly measured and 
sung in exact time with the beat of the drum ; and 
sh^raya with a unifoi-m sot of sounds and expressions, 
wliich plainly indicate certain sentiments, which are 
expressed by the voice, though sometimes not given 
in any language whatever. They have other dances 
»nd songs which are not so intricate or f^ysterious, 
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and -which are uni^erstood by every person in fcb.e 
tribe, being sung in their owii language. 

Some of tliese have much poetry in them, being 
perfectly metred, but without riiyme. 

It is of the buffalo dance, however, that I propose 
to treat in this chapter, and of which I will tij to give 
thi reader aa clear an idea as is possible from a mara 
desei-iption ; but no words of mine can enable you to 
fiilly realize the strange tumult, scampering, grunting 
and bellowing with which mj ears have been 80 often 
assailed. 

The bnfl'alo is essentially a wandering creature, 
eougrcgating at times in huge herds, and roaming 
from north to POHth or from east to west, apparently 
without any directing impulse, but iu reality in search 
of foi-age. Although their movement to the south- 
ward usually takes place at a stated season of the year, 
it varies greatly in the number who take part in it. 
Hence it sometimes happens that the Oamanches arc 
unable to procure their necessary supply of meat, and 
in some cases, when the migration occuni at a later 
period than usual, the Indians lind themselves prae- 
ticilly without food, and disastrous seasons of famine 
ensue. This involves the sending forth of expeditions 
in search of the tardy herds. These hunting parties, 
having to pass through the country occupied by other 
tribes, are almost certain to be assailed and harassed 
by tliem, and sometiraee compelled to return with the 
loss of many of their number, and without accom- 
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plishmg the objoct of the expedition. Hence the In- 
dians are loth to undertake tliese huni-«, and prefer to 
depend upon the means which their superstition leads 
them to believe will have the effect of bringing the 
buffaloes within their hunting grounds. 

This is nothing more than the buffalo dance, and 
when the emergency arises, every Indian masters and 
brings out his mask (the skin of a bofEalo's head, with 
the homs on), which he is obliged to keep in readi- 
ness for this oacasion. Then commences the buffalo 
iance, which is held for the purpose of making 
•' buffalo come," as the Indians term it, or, in other 
words, of inducing the buffalo herds to change tJieir 
feeding grounds, and direct their course towards the 
vast prairies to the eastward of the Camaiiche villages, 
whore the young braves can shoot them down, and the 
tribe be enabled to procure an abundant supply of 
food. 

During the greater part of the year the himters can 
find the buffaloes within twenty milesof tlie village, and 
entirely within their own territorj' ; but in some sea^ 
sons the young men range as far about ti-c country as 
thov can safely venture on accoimt of theii enemies, 
without finding meat. When this intelligence is 
brought back to the village, the chiefs, medicine men ' 
and counselors sit in solemn eonnci! until thoy have 
decided upon the roost practicable e.tpedient for over- 
coming the difficulty, and they rarely fail to decide 
npon the old and only expedient, which has never 
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failed. The eliief issues his orders to the runners or 
criers, who quickly proclaim it thronghoiit the village, 
and in a few moments all are assembled to take part 
in the dance, whieli at once begins. Tlie place where 
this strange performance is carried on is the public 
area in the center of the village, directly in front of 
the temple, 

AboiTi ten or fifteen Indians Join iu the dance at a 
time, eacli with the skin of the buffalo head, -ft-ith the 
horns on, placed on his head, and armed with his 
lance or how, with which he is accustomed to tiU 
these animals. I have said that this dance always has 
the desired effect of making " buffalo come." It never 
fails, from the simple reason that when it is once begun 
it cannot be stopped, but is kept up incessantly night 
and day until the welcome herds' are descried by the 
watchful look-outs. Drums are beaten and rattles 
siiakea, songs and yells are continually shouted, and 
. lookers on stand ready, with masks on their heads and 
weapous in their hands, to take the place of each 
dancer who becomes fatigued and falls out of the 
ring. 

A chahi of iook-outs ie established connecting the 
hills surrounding the village with those to the east- 
ward, and the momeut buffaloes are discovered by the 
distant watchers, they speedily pass the signal from 
one to another until it i-eacliea the village. It ia in- 
Et^intly understood by the whole tribe, and the joyful 
intelligence is received with shouts of thauks to their 



HoslcdDyGoOglc 



147 

■tnuige god and to myBtery men and the dancers, who 
have been the immediate eaose of the Buccessfiil reaolt. 

Diiring my residence in the Oamanche village, these 
dances were Bometimes kept up for two or three weeks 
without intermission, until the buifaloes made their 
appearance. 

Hence the buffalo dance can never fail, and the In- 
dians consider it an infallible means of bringing tlie 
herds into their country Every man in the tribe is 
obliged to be provided with the mask of the buffalo, 
which he can use whenever he is called upon to danee 
to make " buffalo come." Tlie mask is put on over the 
head, and has a strip of the skin hanging to it of the 
whole length of the animal, with the tail attached to 
it, which passes down over the back of the wearer and 
drags on the ground. 

When one of the dancers becomes wearied of the 
exercise, he indicates it by leaning forward and sink- 
ing his body to the ground. One of the lookers-on 
then draws a bow upon him and hits him with a blunt 
arrow, and he falls like a buffalo and is immediately 
dragged out of the ring by the by-standers, who bran- 
dish their knives about him, and, having gone threugh 
the motions of skinning him and cutting him up, they 
release him, and his place is at once supplied by an- 
other who dances into the ring with his mask on. By 
thus relieving one another the danee is kept up day 
and night until they reach the desired end, and make 
the " buffalo come." 
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When tho signal is given llmt the bnff.locs have 
made dieir appearance, tlie dance is discontinued at 
onee, and a scene of great excitement ensues. The 
masks are quiAly thrown aside ; tho Indians prepare 
for the hunt with marvelous rapiditj, and mounting 
their horses, gallop vildly domi the vallej' to pass 
the eastern entrance. 

In the village, where all had been enduring the ut- 
most privation, with starvation staring them in the 
face, a scene of feasting and carousal would follow. 
Each would bring out tlieir private stores, .md the 
provisions that might in an emergency have lasted for 
several weeks would be consumed in a day. Even the 
dogs were not forgotten, but received a" liberal share 
of the refuse portions of the feast. 

The usual games and amusements followed, and 
from tho deepest gloom and despondency all seemed 
to i»SB at once to the other extreme, and' joy .md ex- 
ultation to reign supreme. 

From the distance lequij-ed to be traversed, the hunt- 
ing parties would usnaUy not return imtil the third 
day after thoir departure. Then cajne another scene 
of feasting, but this tuue on a far larger scale. The 
choicest pieces are sacrificed to appease their mysteri- 
ous god, without wtiich ceremony the Indians believe 
that all their future hunts would be unsuccessful. The 
largest portion of the meat is cured and made into tasa- 
jo. so that the proceeds of one euccesaf id hunt will often 
provide the mtire community withfood for many weeks. 
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Wl>oii 1 first saw tbe buffalo dance, I viewed it witli 
inucli interest, but when continued for dajs and weekp, 
It becomes escessively wearisome from the perpetual 
howling din a ud clamor kept up, keeping thevilhtge 
in a continual iiproar, and uBually causing me to offer 
up most tersent prayers that tlie buffalo would " come,'' 
if it \i-aa only to be relieved from the noise and con- 
fusion which are occasioned by this curious ceremonv. 
Unlike the northern Indians, the Caraanehes resort 
to the buflalo danee only on rare occasions, but when 
they do undertake it, their persistence is admirable ; 
and for this reason, the other tribes have a sayiw"-, or 
sort of proverb, that when the Camanches dance for 
" buffalo " it is a good moon to himt, but a bad moon 
oil the war-path. ■ Their meaning pi'obably is, that the 
buffalo are sure to "come," when the Camanches 
dance for thciu, but that the Camanchec arc equally 
sure to "go for" any other tiibe who encroach upon 
their hunting grounds at such tiinee. 

Such is the buffalo dance ; one of the most curious 
of the many strange customB of the prairie Indians. 
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CHAPTER XVni. 

A STE4JSGE HISTORY. 

^iNE of the most noted warriors of Tcnsaroyoo's 
^f baud wag a pure blooded Mexican. A man of 
^ra medinin size, but athletic and well-proportioned, 
^ and not more than thirty years of &ge ; he was 
distingiuslied even among these savages for hie cruelty, 
nay, even ferocity ot disposition, and lust for blood- 
shed. 

His position in the tribe vas that of a sub-chief, and 
he had attached to himself a chosen body of about 
sixty w^rrio^s, all men of bad r.tauding and little 
character in the tribe, but all noted ae desperate 
lighters. 

"With this party " Hisso-de-cha " (the Spanish Ser- 
pent), might be said to be on a perpetual war-path, 
for he was never contented to remain idly in the village 
for any length of time, but was continually instituting 
private forays in all directions. In these operations 
be was in no wise particular as to the objects of his 
attacks. Plunder and slaughter being apparently hie 
only motive, he would attack any party he met with 
that was not too numerous, and in this way had sev^tJ 
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timee embroiled the Oaiaanchee in war with frieadly 
tribes, despite the stem reproofs he received from 
Tonsarojoo for bis lawless conduct ; his uniform good 
fortune in these enterprises, liowever, had tlius far 
prevented him fi-om falling into entire disrepute with 
the leaders of the tribe. 

"Success covers a multitude of sin8,"sajs the pro- 
verb, and so it proved* in his case. 

Notwithstanding his evil nature, I was for various 
reasons strongly attracted towards this man. Chief 
among these was the fact that he spoke English — not 
very fluently, it is true, but sufficiently to be able to ' 
carry on a conversation without much difficulty. 
Then, from the time of my first entry into the village 
he had treated me with uniform kindness ; why this 
was BO I know not, but the fact remains that he did 
so, and it was by his assistance that I was enabled to 
perfect myself in the Indian language, and also to 
gain some "knowledge of Spanish, which afterwards 
did me good service. Much of my spare time, when 
he was not absent with his band, I spent in his com- 
pany, and in our talks I had gained considerable 
knowledge of his past history. What I had heard, 
however, only made me more curious to hear the 
whole, and one evening I importuned him to give me 
8oine account of his past life. After some hesitation 
he consented, and filling our pipes, we reclined upon 
a bnil'alo robe before the entrance to his lodge, while 
he told me his story. 
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THE liENEGADE'S HISTOKi^. 

" My i-ea! name !a Pedro Vargas — car^ai ! it sounds 
strange enough in my eai-s now, for it is many years 
since 1 Iiave beard it uttered. 

■■ I was bom on the banlvs of tbe Del Norte, where 
my father was a vaq-u&ro on tbe estate on Don liamon 
d'Ecbevcn-3. I remembei- but Httle of my cliildbood, 
except that my life was a hard and unhappy one, lor 
I was one of eleven children, and we were miserably 
poor. "When I reached my eighth year, I was con- 
sidered old enough to assist my father in his daily dc- 
ties : imder his tuition, I was able in a few months to 
ride like a Gamanche, to fi.ng the lazo with unerring 
aim, and to perfoj-m with credit most of the drudgery 
which fell to my share. In this manner tiie time 
passed imtil I was about eleven years of age, when the 
events occurred which sepu,i-atod me from home and 
triends, and indirectly made me what i am— the bold- 
est warrior of tbe Hietans — " Hisaoo-de-cha," the 
renegade, tlie terror of the frontier. 

" Tbe estate of Don Kamon was situated so far down 
the river as to be out of tbe track of the Indian raid- 
ing parties, and for a generation the rcd-skinued war- 
nors bad never troubled th:tt region. But in the 
autumn of tbe year of wiiiL-h I speak-, a Jarge party ot 
Camancbes bad entered Chibualiua, and penetrating 
almost to the very center of the province, had there 
met with a severe reverse, and were compelled to 
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retreat without plunder, scalps or captivee. Not 
dariiig to return to their village empty-handed, for, aa 
you know, the very squa,.'s would have hooted thera, 
they recrosscd the Grande above Sao Vicente, made a 
wide detour, and coming down the Pecos, again 
entered Mexican territory, and made a flying raid 
upon the river towns. 

"From its remoter.eas from the usual scene of tliese 
Indian forays, the iahahitants of this region were 
reating in fancied security, and had made no prepara- 
tions to i-esist such an attack. As a natnr,i,i conse- 
quuijce, they fell an easy prey to the savage invaders. 

" The raiicheria of Don Ramon was one of the first 
aitacted, and the proud old Don and liis three soup, 
with most of tlieir ranclieroa and vanqueroa, were 
earprieed and slaughtered. Of my own family, my 
sister Conehita, a girl of sixteen,' and myself, alone 
escaped death; and we, with many other captives, 
were harried off in cliarge uf a email detachment of 
Camanches. Oi' the journey to this village I need not 
tell you. 38 you liave, perhaps, passed througli a simi- 
lar expei'ience. 

" On our arrival here, my sister soon became the wife 
of a chief, and to tliis circiunstaQCe I was indebted for 
much better treatment than usually falls to the lot of 
a ('.aptive. And here let mo tell you that your own 
escape from torture and death was little loss than 
mirculaous. In my long experience with the tribe, I 
have ne^er known of a aiinilar incident. But Wako- 
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metkU is a very singular man, and so greatly is be 
i-overeneed by his nation, that he can do many things 
which Tonaaroyoo himself would hesitate to under- 
take. 

"CaTTombo, bnt this story-telling is dry work. Se* 
if there be not a iJask of mezeal within the lodge. 
Oaval— y oil have found it? So — that is better;" and 
ray strange eomjtauion, having swallowed a eopionB 
draft of the fiery liqiiid, resumed bin narrative : 

" The tirst two years of my captivity were compai-a- 
tively witliont incident, hot at the beginning of tlie 
third year I was formally adopted into the tribe. As 
you yourself have gone througii the ceremony, it it 
unnecessary to describe it, but as the circumstanceE is 
my case were somewhat different from yours, 1 found 
myself on an equality with such of the young braves 
as had never been on the war-path. 

" A few months later I joined a war party led fay one 
of the subordinate chiefs, and during the expedition I 
was fortunate enough to take two scalps. This &t 
once constituted me a warrior, and, liking the excite- 
ment and adventui'ous life, I soon became noiei 
among the young men of the tribe. I joined evei7 
war party, and, being singularly fortunate, ioon 
gained distinction as well as scalps uud plunder. By 
the time I v/as twenty years of age, I was admitted to 
be one of the first warrioj-s of the nation, and had 
attracted to myself a number of the more recklew 
spirits, who would follow anywhere that I wcmld IwmL 
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"I liad long been deeirous ot taking the command of 
d war party, thinking thereby to gain notoriety, and 
if fortunate enough to be unusually successful, T might 
tiiereafter be entrusted with the leadership of expe- 
ditions of more importance. 

" I bad frequently importuned Tonsaroyoo, then a^ 
BOW the head chief of the nation, to allow me to 
uidertake such an enterprise, but up to this time he 
had persistently refused to do bo, 

" Finding that I could not obtain his permission, I 
determined to do without it, and secretly assembled 
those warriors on whose fidelity and silence I could 
rely. I made known to them my plans, and succeed- 
ed in 'inducing about thirty braves to take part in the 
ntsh undertaking. 

" Leaving the village under the pretense of btmting, 
we crossed the " Llano Estacado," to the head waters 
of the Pecos ; and deseendlag that stream nearly to 
its mouth, diverged to the west and crossed the Rio 
Grande. We traveled by night and remained con- 
cealed during the day, and by the exercise of the ut- 
most cautioL', snceeeded in evading the Lipans and 
Oayguas, through whose temtory we had to pass. I 
had laid all my plans before leaving the viLage, and 
was quite confident that the raid would be a success- 
ful one. It was my intention to attack culy the 
haciendas, and if possible to effect my object by sur- 
prise, for I knew that if I could return without the 
loea of a man, with a few scalps and a moderate 
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amount of plunder, J wtiuM receive far more praise 
than i±' I had brought back twice ae much booty, but 
with the loss of one or more warriors. 

"After croBsing the river, the first hacienda witliiri 
reach wiiB that which had been my former home. It 
had passed into :he possession of Don Rafael d'Eehev- 
erra, the brother of Don Kainon, and presented much 
the same appearance as in former times. Unfortu- 
nately for the success of my project, there was pres- 
ent at the hacienda a small party of American trap- 
pers, who had for some reason strayed into this region, 
Tiiese men had known Don Rafael, at Santa F^, 
where he had at one time resided, and thev ha4 
aecordingiy been made welcome at the hacienda. 

"Two of their number, while out on a hunt at a few 
miles distance, had crossed our trail, for I hpd led mv 
party as near to the hacienda as I dared ; and, having 
concealed oui-selvcs in a dense chaparral, we wei-e 
waiting for night, it being my intention to attack in 
the darkness, when the emallness of my force could 
not be easily discovered. Scenting danger at once, 
the hunters returned by a circuitous mute to the ha- 
cienda, and warned its occupants. Aa a natural cod- 
sequenee, when we made our assault some hoars 
later, they were fully prei>ared for us, and instead ot 
surprising them we were ourselves surprised and 
greeted with a withering volley from the rifles of the 
trajipere. At the iii-st iire I received a severe wound, 
and fell from my horse with a broken leg. Panic- 
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sti-icken at the fall of their leader, and demoralized by 
tlie unexpeetcd reception they had met witli, my t'ol- 
loivei-8 quickly retreated in confusion, and I was left 
woimded and a prisoner in the hands of the men I 
had sought to destroy. 

" Upon discovering that I was a white man, so great 
was the indignation of tlie Americans, that I sliouJd 
liave been put to death on the spot but for the inter- 
cession of I>on !R-.fael, Finding that I was a native 
Mexican his sympathy was excited, and at his enti-eaty 
my life was spared, and the Don's own snrgeon at- 
tended to my wounds. It was nearly two months be- 
fore I had sufficiently recovered to be able to go about, 
and by that time every one on the estate kne^V' my 
histoi-y, or rather that vej-sion of it which I saw fit to 
give them. I had represented to Don Eafael that 1 
had been compelled to accompany the war party 
against my will, and concealed the fact that 1 ha^l 
been the leader of the band. My story wrs easily 
credited beca'ase of my youth, and I was treated with 
great kindness. In another month T had entirely re- 
gained my health, and Don Eafael proposed to me to 
enter his employ as a vaquero. To this T assented, al- 
tliongh i had fully determined to retiim to my tribe 
lit the first opportunity. But I had first several ob- 
jects to accomplish, and I was therefore compelled to 
bide my time, and wait for a favorable occasion. 

" Accordingly I joined the vaqueros of the ransheria, 
and for two months performed my duties to the em lif 
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satiataction of my master. My object in tJioe remaia- 
ing, when I miglit have made my escape at any timo 
witbosit difficulty, waa twofold. In the first place 1 
knew that it would not do for me to return to tlie 
Indian vUiage empty-handed. My ill-conGidered and 
unantiiorized foray having resulted in defeat and dis- 
aster, I could not expect a very cordial reeeptioJi on 
my return, unless I performed eome very daring feat 
in making my escape, or returned with a more tlian 
ordinary share of l)ooty. Tlie last I could not hope 
to accomplish, but the former was quite possible. 

" ily second design yvas of an entirely diiierent nat- 
ure, and its successful accomplishment promised to be a 
very difficult matter. 

"Don Rafael's immediate family consisted of a wife 
ana daugliter, the latter a girl of fifteen, and o;;0 of 
tlie most rarely beaatifnl women it has ever been my 
t'ortuue to behoid. Her I had resolved to poswcss, and it 
was this i-easou more than any other wliich impelled me 
to the exeention of the bloody deed I am about to relate. 

'* Gaadalupe, as slie was called, evidently viewed me 
with marked disfavor, but this only intensified the 
passion I felt for lier. I was consumed with desire, 
and determined that no obstacles should prevent' me 
trom accomplishing my piu^iose. 

"It was not long before the opportumfr}' I sought 
presented jtseK, and the events toot place wiiich ren- 
dered me donbly an outcast from those of my race and 
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CHAPTER SIX. 

A BTEAMOE HISTOKY CONTINUED. 

^HE hacienda of Don Rafael was a stone building, 
^ or rather a eolleetion of buddings, forming a 
^ square. Like nearlj all Mexican dwellii^ it 
3^ was but one story in height, but eoTcred a large 
extent of ground. It waa Hat roofed, with a pararet, 
breast higli, running around tlio edge. There were 
few external windowB, and these were mere slits in the 
wall, guarded by heavy iror -ara and mabaive wooden 
dmtters. The interior of the square formed a large 
coHTt-yard, entrance to which was gained by two arch- 
ways, one at each extremity. These were closed hy 
great jail-like doors— in fact, the whole struchue had' 
some resemblance to a fortress, a: style of architecture 
peculiar to this region, and rendered neeeasarj' for 
security against the annual raids of the Indian 
warriors. 

"On entering the patio or conrt-yard, yon saw the 
real front of the house. Here the windows had glazed 
Biish® reaching to the ground, and opening on curtained 
verandahs. The enriaee of the paHo was paved with ■ 
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brick, and in the center stood a fountain, mirronnded 

by orange trees. 

" Since the attack which had resulted in iny becom- 
ing an inmate of the hacienda, more care bad been 
taken to guard against future attempts of a like 
nature. Tlie great gates were closed at sundown, and 
some attempt was made at keeping a regular watch or 
guard during the night. At firet the sentinels were 
tolerably Tigilant, but the lazy rancheros soon wearied 
of their unaccustomed duties, and before long the 
detail of a guard was omitted, and affairs subsided into 
tiieir accustomed quiet. 

" The American trappers had departed, and all seem- 
ing favorable for the accomplishment of my plan, I 
was not long in putting it into execution. I had 
taken pains to become familiar with the internal 
arrangements of the mansion, and knew exactly where 
the different members of the household slept. Se- 
lecting a night when thfere was no moon, I picked out 
two of the fleetest mustangs from the corral, and se- 
cured tiiem, fully prepared for flight, among a clump 
of trees at a short distance from the hacienda. 

" During my residence among the Camanches, I had 
become femihar with a certain herb possessing strong 
narcotic properties. This I had searched for and 
found without difficulty, and with it I had managed 
to diTig a portion of the food prepared for the evening 
meal, so that at a comparatively early Lour, the entire 
household was wrapped in profound slumber. My 
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preparations were all completed, and when I deemed 
that the proper hour had arrived, I descended from 
the asoUa, where I had been lying m wait; and noiae- 
IcBBly entered the apartments of the family. Reach- 
ing that occupied by Don Rafael, I sought his bedeide, 
and ])laeing one hand over his mouth, I stabbed him 
to the heart, and he died with scarcely a stinaggle. 
Quickly transterring his ecalp to my belt, I proceeded 
with my bloody work, passing from room to room, 
mitil eight victims had perished beneath ray blows, 
and eight bleeding scalps garnished my waist. 

" Knowing that I- had but little time to spare, I 
now prepared for flight. Hastily collecting such 
articles of use or ornament as would be likely to seem 
of great value in the eyes of the Indians, and such as 
I could easiJy carry, I made them into a pack of small 
compaBB, and returning to the asoiea, I lowered them 
to the ground with a lai-iat, which I had previously 
placed there. I then sought the apartment of Guada- 
lupe. Entering it without noise, I beheld her, by the 
dim light of a night lamp, rediniug upon her couch, 
buried in profound sleep. I quickly bound her hands 
and feet, and gagged her in the Indian fashion, with" 
a pear-shaped piece of wood secured by a strip of 
leather. I theu raised her to my shoulder, and bore 
her to the roof, and by the aid of the lariat, which I 
had secured to tlie parapet, I easily descended with 
htsr to the plain below. A few seconds rapid walking 
enabled me to gain the horses, and a few minutes 
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later I had fastened her to tlie saddle, and we were 
riding at full speed to the northwest. Knowing the 
route well, I lost no time, and at daybreak had nearly 
reached the point at which I intended to cross 'the Sio 
Grande, 

" Day was jost breaking when I rode through a belt 
of chaparral, and emerging upon the prairie beyond it, 
came suddenly upon a horseman, whom I at once 
i-ecof^ized as one of the Mexican hunters attached to 
the hacienda d'Echeverra. Before he could recover 
from hia astonishment at our unexpected meeting, T 
had literally ridden him down, and brained him with 
a single blow of my,stcel mace, one of the weapons 
which I had taken from Don Rafael's armory, and the 
same one you have frequently seen me carry. Add- 
ing his scalp to those I had already taken, and rifling 
his person of whatever of valac he possessed, I resumed 
my flight, and traveling steadily all day, foimd myself 
by nightfall practically beyond pm^suit. 

"My fair captive had long since recovered con- 
sciousness, and X had removed the gag from her 
month. I will- spare you a recital of Iier prayers and 
entreaties when she realized her position. Suffice it 
to say that, after a perilous and wearisome journey, I 
reached this viUAge in safety with my prize, and was 
greeted as one returned from the dead ; for tHe sur- 
vivors of my party had brought back the news of my 
Ml, and I had been mourned by my wives and my 
poor sister as dead. Now all was rejoicing ; a feast 
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WM made, the scalp dance was jorformed, -and I 
fonnd that by my bold exploit 1 had fully recoTered 
Kiy standing among the warrlore Of the tribe. 

" Guadalnpe was added to th" niimbor of my wires, 
and una her death three years later, remained my 
faTOrito. About a year after my return my sister 
■ictened and died, during my absence with a war 
party, thus leaTujgme without ties, save snohas 1 had 
made for myself in my tribe. 

" I was now completely Indianiaod, and began a series 
•f expeditions which roiuUed so successfully as to CSUM 
my advancement to the position of a sulMhief, and to my 
being frec[uontIy entrusted with important enterprises. 
In iiict, the more desperatt) an undertaking, the more 
certainly would I" be called ,ipon to achieve it. To 
this state of afiau-s I made no objection, for I coveted 
the sort of distinctiod or notoriety it gave m'e, and as 
I rarely failed of success, I steadHy gained in prestige 
and inflneuco. But 1 have never been able to attain 
a seat in the council, or to reach any higher rani than 
Ihiit I now hold. This I attributed to the infiuenee 
of Tonsaroyoo and Wakometida, both of whom 
regaW me with ill^joncealed diehke, although thej 
are compelled to acknowledge me as one of the best 
warriors of their nation. 

" I have led my chosen band in many a daring adven- 
tiu-e, and have never returned without some trophy 
of my prowess. Among the many scenes of this na- 
ture through which I have passed, I wiU teoomit the 
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following, -whic];! wil! prove to yon that in what I have 
said of myself I have made no idle boast. 

" On ono occasion Stonhawon, the eeeond chief, wtsnt 
with ahout two hundred warriors into the Utah coun- 
try, with a view o£ replenishing onr stock of horses, 
as we had lost a large number through the polite at- 
tentions of the Utahs and Arapahoes. His party was 
gone some fifteen days, and returned with only eight 
horses, and with the )osb of five men. This was con- 
sidered a terrible disgrace, and many of the young 
warriors begged me to lead them, and by a suecesfiful 
raid remove the shame they felt at the defeat of Ston- 
hawon's party. 

" Selecting barely fifty men, bnt those the most dar- 
ing braves of the tribe, I left the valley by the eastern 
entrance, and crossing the desert, struck southward 
into the Lipan country. With this tribe we were at 
the time at peace, but I cared little for that, and the ^ 
warriors of my party were equally ujiscrupulous. I 
8ent forwai-d a dozen spies, and moved forward can- 
tiously with the main body. Mj reputation ' was 
committed to my present success, and I took more 
than ordinary pains to sustain it. Every man of my 
band was well amed and mounted, and I had fulf con- 
fidence in our abibty to overcome double our number. 
One of the spies now returned and informed me that 
they had discovered a Lipan village of seventeen lodges, 
situated on the banks of a small stream. I directed 
them to return and watch them closely, and to apprise 
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me of any raovement they might make. The spy 
went back, but soon returned and informed me that 
they had moved down the creek, wliich was a tribu- 
tary of the Peeos, had passed through a small cailoD, 
and were encamped near its mouth. I ordered him 
to send in all the spies except three, and direct these 
to keep a sharp look-out. 

" I then determined to follow them down the cafion, 
and attack them at its mouth, thus cutting o£E all 
chance of their retreating into the eaflon ; but a spy 
now brought me word that they had moved further 
dowa and encamped on the edge of the timber, with 
the evident intention of remaining tliere, I then 
made a wide circuit, and crossed the ridge lower down 
with tlie largest division of my party but left about 
twenty warriors ambushed in the cafSon. 

" From the summit of the hiE I had an excellent 
view of the enemy's position, and my plans w«re 
quickly formed and executed with almost equal rapidity; 
Under cover of the timber I led my party iratil we 
gained the rear of the encampment. Then spreading 
out widely, we advanced to the edge of the timber, 
and shouting our savage war-whoop, rushed upon tlie 
Lipans. They were so completely surprised that we 
we're among the lodges before they could make 
scarcely a semblance of defense, and many of them 
were cut down as they emerged from the lodges. 

" Those who escaped the first attack retreated to- 
wards the caSon, but on attempting to enter it were met 
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bj my detached party and reptilBcd with conBidcrable 
lose. Tliey then retreated to the weat and gained th« 
shelter of the woods, while we hastily collected oar 
plunder and prisoners and retraced wir steps towards 
onr village, onr spoilfi consisting of thirty-nine ecalpB, 
forty-eight captives, women and children, and over 
two iiindred horses; and this notable victory was 
gained without the loss of a warrior, altbougli we had 
twenty-three wounded. 

"The Lipans gathered reinforcements from other 
bands, and followed our trail, hot did not succeed in 
overtaking us before we renched our village ; and here 
we are too strong to be attacked. Great was the re- 
joicing iipon our return; the ecalp-dauce was per- 
formed, feasts prepared in our honor, and I found 
myself looked upon as a greater brave than ever. 

" This expedition was but the prelude to a series of 
similar ones, and as iny luck did not desert me, I soon 
found that more than half the tribe were anxious to 
accompany the war parties which I led. It suited me 
better, however, to operate with comparatively smf^ 
parties, say of fifty or sixty men, and to ti^ke only 
those who would render unquestioning obedience to 
my authority. For this reason I selected men of h» 
great prominence in the tribe, but whom I knew to be 
good fighters, to accompany me on tliese expeditions, 
BO the victories wo achieved might redound mainly to 
my credit. 

" One day I started out to hunt, accompanied l^ 
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only five young warriorB. Aiter five days jo'ii-ney, 
during which we found no game, we ascended s slight 
eminence, and saw before us a large prairie. At eome 
dietanco out a j/arty of about thirty Indians were en- 
gaged in killiug buffaloes. Wo could also see their 
village at about four miles distance. Here was an op- 
portunity not to be lost. "We paseed along behind 
the crest of the hill until we had gained a position be- 
tween them and their village, and then passed through 
a gully and concealed ourselves in the path they must 
necessarily take. We were able to discover by their 
costume that they were Pawnee Picts, a tribe with 
whom we were generally at peace, but I considered 
that fact of no importance. 

" The unsuspecting hnnters, having finished buteh- 
.ering and dressing the bufialoes they had killed, began 
to approach us in straggling parties of four or five, 
their horses loaded with meat which they were bear- 
ing to flie village. When the first of them came abrcast 
of us, I made a signal, and five of them fell before our 
arrows. As the next paily came up we brought down 
three more, and then rushed from our hiding place, 
and some began scalping the dead, while the re- 
mainder were cutting the lashings of the meat in or- 
der to secure tiie horses. Having taken eight scalps, 
we sprang upon the horses we had freed from the 
packs, and retreated precipitately, fearing to be over- 
powered by numbers. We made direct for the tim- 
iaer, and having secreted our horses, took refnge in a 
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rocky place in the mountaiii, where we felt protected 
tor a while from their attacks. To attack ub in front 
they had to advance right in the face of our fire, 
while to reach onr rear they had to take a circuituous 
ronte of several miles around the base of the monn- 



tain. 



" The enemy had now gathered in force, and dis- 
played the utmost bravery, for they made repeated as- 
eaults nearly iip to the position that Bheltered ua. 
Their arrows showered around us without injury, but 
we could bring one man down at each shot. To scalp 
them, however, was impossible. One of the enemy, 
who seemed to be a great brave, charged right into 
our midst and inflicted a severe wound on one of my 
party. Before he could retire, I.cut him down wii;h 
one stroke of my batt!e-ax^, and added hi^ scalp to 
those we had already taken. By this time the enemy 
liad nearly surroimded us, which led me to believe 
that retreat would be our safest course; so when 
night came we evacuated our fortress unperceived by 
our enemies. 

" They, deeming our escape impossible, were quietly 
resting, intending to attack us with their whole force 
in the morning, and take our scalps at all hazanls. 
Moving with the stealth of the cougar, we proceeded 
along the sunmiit of a rocky cliff until we came to a 
ravine, throngh which we descended to the plain be- 
low, which was here covered with a^heavy growth of - 
timber. We reached the spot where we had concealed 
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our liorees without difficulty, and made the hest of oar 
way home. In order to avoid hostile war partira W8 
were obliged to take a roundabout course, and it was 
not until the eighteenth day after our departure that 
we reached the Tillage. The tribe had given us over 
for lost, but when they saw ns retumiug with nine 
scalps and with but oue of our party hurt, their grief 
gave way to admiration, and we were greeted with 
diouts of applause. 

" The ye^rs I have spent among the OamanehcB are 
filled with such exploits as these, but tlieir recital 
would wewy you, and 1 wiU not further prolong my 
story." 

As the renegade finished his narrative, we sat and 
smoked for some time in silence. Then a sudden 
thought struck me and I said to him : 

" Hisso-de-cha, I have often thought that I should 
like to go on the war path. Why can you not take 
me with you when you next go forth with a war 
party!" 

" That I would willingly do," he replied, " but it 
would never be permitted ; or at all events, I never 
could gain Wakometkla's consent to such a thing ; 
but perhaps you can Induce Stonhawon to let you ao-_ 
company him, and I think he could manage it. He 
is now preparing to go on an expedition of some sort, 
as he is anxious to surpass my recent success against 
the Arapahoes. But come, it is time we were asleep, 
and if you are not tired of listening to me, I am de- 
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ddedly tired of talJriugj so permit me to bid you • 
homo mck! ; - and 80 aijing, the renegade arose and 
retired to Ms lodge. I was not long in Mowing his 
cxanipln, but sleep did not close my eyelids until 
nearly dawn. 

Eeaocting upon the strange story of my still 
stranger companion, and seeing in imagination the 
many -bloody scenes through which ho had passed, my 
mind gradually turned to the subject which had so 
long lain dormant— the hope of escape from my hated 
bondage. At last there seemed a chance that my in- 
tense longing for freedom might be gratihed ; and I 
determined to spare n» eitbrt towards inducing Stou- 
hawon to consent to my forming one of his war party. 
Hastily formed plans and wild schemes of all descrip- 
tions chased one another through my brain, and it 
was nearly morning before I fell mto a troubled • 
sleep, haunted eren in my di-eams by risions of blood 
and slaughter. 
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OHAPTEB XX. 

THK BUFFALO HDHT. 

/^HE season was now apprQaching when the l,ufla!o 
^^ might be expected in great numberB on the plaini 
^^ to the east of us, and all the wamors were mak- 
^ ing the most extensive preparationB for their 
grand buffalo Hmit. They had commenced the cere- 
monicsbj aoug and dance, as related in anotlier chapter 
and now, all that was neceseary for their happiness, 
waa the actual appearance of the bison. Tonag men 
left the camp daily, and scoured the,plains, m order to 
get the first news of the herd ; while others stationed 
tueraselves on high cliSs, and patiently waited the 
advent of the animal which was to supply them with 
food. A signal had been agreed upon, by which tlie 
Tillage would be made aware of their presence as soon 
as the bufialoes were in eight. Meantime every In- 
dian was busy, perfecting his an-angements for the 
chase. Iiances were re-pointed, arrows beaded, and 
k)ws strengthened. Most of the time, however, was 
■ employed in training the ponies, and the plain, in front 
of the village, presented a very animated appearance 
ts the horsemen were seen dashing along at top-speed, 
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tln,wi«g lie I„s„, or „.h,„^ t,^„„ ^ 

wamor, „1,„ personated a bufial„,.g„ 4ro„ah ,h, 

motions of iaiing him. "mngn tie 

These scenea fired me witlr a desire to ace a biifalo 

h,mt mjsclf. 1 Lad reason to beUeve that the Indians 

trnsled mo sufficiently ,„ permit of mj aecompanvin. 

ten on the proposed expedition; but then I w« 

totajj inexperienced in the management of their" 

weaj»„s, on hor«,bacl£, never having h«i occasion to 

use them when mounted.- However, I determined to 

tO'.and go,„g to Wakomelkia, I made known my 

wishes. He concurred quite heartily in my request 

and even wont so far a, tp offer mc his own iance and 

apear. 

My determination to accompany the party w«, soon 
bruued^th^ugbout the vllkge, and many wo.-e the 
oners of advice, ponies, and implements of the chase, 
hat were pressed upon my acceptance. After some 
idSitation, I selected a pony that pleased me, and arm- 
mg myself with bow and arrows, «,llied forth upon 
the plam, to put into practice the hints that had been 
imparted to me in rogMd to hmitrng the bison. At 
trst It was np-luU work ; and my frantic e 



sbde on the side of my pony and discharge an arrow 
fmm imder his neck, caused my insti-uctor. no small 
merriment. After .^severe fall -and I had many, 
such-I would be as,isted to my ho«e>s bWk, and 
recommended to tiy it again, with as much cookoss as 
If i had metel; fallen from a chair. 
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Notwithetanding the many times I came to grief, 
m trying to ■wield bow and arrow, or lance, effectively, 
I kept persistently at it, and in a week's time I had 
become a eomewliat expert horseman, and ixmld slioot 
an aiTow with tolerable aecnracy. I now wished that 
buffaloes wonld he signaled as approaching, quite as 
ardently as did the wan-iors ; but in the meantime, I 
persevered in my practice. One day it occurred to me 
that I should like to learn to throw a lasso, and pro- 
curing one, I coiled it, mounted, and went ill search 
of some object on whic]i to practice. 

By some mutability of fortune a donkey had strayed 
into our midst, and had remained with tlie tribe for 
many years. No one used him, but all considered it 
their privilege to tease the poor brute. He bore it 
calmly and with, that fortitude which is a distinguish- 
ing trait of his species. Deeming hitu a very fair 
substitute for a buffalo, I gave my pony a sharp cut 
with the whip, and dropping the rein upon his neck, 
prepared to throw my lasso. My imaginary bufl'alo 
seemed to suspect that all was not right, and acting on 
his suspicions galloped away, not giving my intentions 
the benelit of the doubt. It was of no avail, how- 
ever, for, urging my pouy to increased speed, I was 
eoon within range, and twirling the lasso around my 
liead a few times, I launched it, directing its coui-se, as 
nearly as my poor skill would permit, towards the 
donkey's head. It would certainly never have touched 
him had he pursued the direction in, which he was 
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then nmning. But his evil genius prompted him to 
tu-u, and, shaping his course so as to bisect mine at 
right angles, he raised his head, and, giving vent to 
ons of those musical neighs (?) for which tlie animal 
is somewhat famous, rushed on in his mad career. 
Poor brute I the noose hovered over him a moment 
like some bii-d of prey about to swoop down on its 
quarry, and then settled over his head and shouldere. 
My horse knew more about the use of this peculiar 
inatniment thiiu I did, for no sooner had the lasso 
passed over the head of the donkey than he planted 
his fore feet firmly on the ground, and braced his 
body to receive the shock. Before 1 was aware of 
anything, I felt a shaip jerk at my wrist, and the next 
moment I was sailing over my pony's head, and going 
iu the direction of the donkey at a more rapid rate 
than was agreeable. I soon sti-uek term firma, but 
with such force that the concussion caused me to see 
more stars than I thought the heavens were capable 
of containing. To add to my embarrassment, the rope 
l:ad become fastened to my wrist, and in such a man- 
ner that I could not free myself. The doulccy, recover- 
ing from the effect of the shock, started off at head- 
loT!g speed, dragging my unresisting body after him. 
How long this novel journey would have continued I 
have no means of knowing had I not fortunately beea 
rescued by a passing Indian. After an examination, 
I found that with the exception of torn clothing and 
a few scratc-.es, I had come out of this adventure 



HoslcdDyGoOglc 



175 

safely ; but I neyer more liad any desire to run amuck 
with donkeys. 

The Indian then explained the manner in which the 
lasso was thrown, and under his tuition I became 
somewhat of an adept in tills novel art. 

The following moruing the signal from the look-out 
announced that the lierd were in sight. Then there 
was hurryuig to and fro, and mounting in hot hflete. 
Indiana were seen rushing frantically in every fUrec- 
tioa, whilst the greatest hilanty prevailed among the 
Bijuaws. Ilorees were driven into the corrals and quickly 
liridled, whilst those who were to participate in the 
hunt were busy divesting themselves of all superflu- 
ous clothing. Some armed tliemselves with a bow 
and A few arrows, while some depended on their lances 
only. The party had by this time assembled in front 
of the lodge where Tonsaroyoo was standing giving 
the final instructions to the band. These were very 
brief, and as soon as he had finished speaking, every- 
thing being in readiness, we mount«d our horses, and 
were ofE like a whirlwind. 

Passing up the valley, we eiimbed the cliff and de- 
filing around the narrow ledge of rock that guards 
Ibis entrance to the village soon deployed upon tlie 
prairie. As we swept along over the plain on this 
glorious morning, my spirits rose, the blood eoursed 
through my veins in rapid pulsations, and I felt as if 
1 could have destroyed a herd of buffaloes single 
handed. 
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In these latitudes such is tlie purity of the air that 
one seema to he taking in at eveiy breath the veritable 
elixir of hfe. Tour spirits are buoyant, and all nature 
Beeiiis to be smiling and gay. As we journeyed we 
overtook the scouts, who were returning to apprise us 
of the exact location of tlie buffaloes. After making 
their report, they would wheel into iine and sweep 
on with the main party. 

We had proceeded about twenty miles, when we 
reached a level stretch of prairie, and directly in front 
of us, at a distance of perhaps two miles was the herd 
quietly grazing, all unsusjiecting of the danger that 
menaced them. It was not a very large drove, and 
tiiey kept quite close together. It -^/as the season 
when the bnfEaloes wandered o£E from the main herd 
iu small bauds, and the prairies were dotted for miles 
with tliese black clumps, like great dark splashes on a 
carpet of emerald. 

The plan of attack was decided upon in council, 
and the band disposed of in a manner that would in- 
sure the complete and speedy extei-mination of our 
game. We were about to make a " surround." The 
warriors were divided into two columns, and taking 
opposite directions, drew themselves gradnalJy aroimd 
the herd at a distance of about a mile from them. We 
continued to deploy in this manner until a complete 
circle was foi-mcd, and then, at a given signal, we 
closed in upon the buffoloes, keeping our impatient 
steeds at a moderate pace. 



HoslcdDyGoOglc 



177 

Tlie herd soon got the wind of the advancing 
enemy, and fled in a body in the greatest eonfuaion. 
To t!ie point where the buffaloes were aiming to cross 
our line, the horeemen were gathering, and forming 
in column, brandishing their weapons and jelling in 
the most frightful manner, by which means they 
turned the surging mass. Seeing themselves bartied 
at this point, they wonld rush off in an opposite 
direction, when they would again be met by a for- 
midable column and again repulsed in utter con- 
fusion. 

By tliia time we had closed in from all directions, 
forming a continuous line that circled the tlircng like 
the deadly coils of the cobra. The bufl'aloes had be- 
come completely demoralized, and were eddying 
about in a crowded and confused mass, hooking and 
climbing upon each other. Now was the time for 
the onslaught. Tonsaroyoo, by whose side I was rid- 
ing, placed the whistle to his lips and gave the signal. 

Then followed a scene of wild confusion. Tlie 
horsemen dashed upon the bewildered buffaloes with 
the rapidity of thought almost, using their lances and 
arrows with murderous effect. In the turmoil a cloud 
of dust was raised which in part obscured those of the ■ 
band who did not immediately surround me. The ex- 
citement was intense, and soon all became one im- 
mense blur, in which hunters and buffaloes were in- 
discriminately mixed. I could see the Indians gallop- 
ing their horses around the animals and driving the 
13 
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whizzing arrows or long lances to tlic hearts of their 
qiiarry, i 

Aly own pony had penetrated deep into the herd, 
Bud with a sagacity that a long experience alone could 
deveioj), was laying his course straight for an enor- 
mous bull that was flanking the herd. Had my taste 
been consulted, I should certainly have declined to 
tij conclusions with ench an ngly customer, but there 
was no avoiding the enconnter, and, selecting an 
aiTow, I drefr my bow and waited a favorable oppor- 
tizjiity to send it tliro-.igh the bison. 

On sped the pony, and in a few moments I was 
briisiiing the ffank of the buffalo. At a ghmce 1 saw 
that he had been wounded and was tearing along, 
blind with rage. I let fly my aiTow, which pierced 
his neck ; its effect was onlj to increase his fury, and, 
wheeling round, he rushed on me with savage desper- 
ation. Never can I forget the sight as he bore down 
upon us. Infuriated with the wonnds already receiv- ■ 
od, his shaggy mane partly concealing his bloodshot 
eyes, and bellowing fiercely, he poised his head for a 
final charge. ^^ horse tried to escaijc the onslaught, 
bnt we had penetrated into the main body, and om- 
actions were impeded by t!ie other buffaloes. 

I concindcd our destruction was inevitable, but, as 
a last resort, I had determined to leap to the ground 
and trust to luck to lead me out of this diicrama. 

As I was preparing to dismount, a lance lying upon 
the ground caught my sight, and I instantly changed 
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my reBolution. If I eoiild seeure tbe weapon ail 
might yet be well. I determined to make the effort 
at all hazards, and throwing my arm into the sling 
tliat depended from the neck of my horse, I swung 
lightly from his back, and hanging by my ann and 
foot, made ready to grasp the lance with my disen- 
gaged arm. As we swept along Isuceeeded in secur- 
ing it, and reseating myself, prepared to drive it d^ep 
into tbe side of the enraged bull. I had scarcely time 
to poise the inatrnment when the buffalo charged 
down oa na like a wfiirlwind. Bracing myself as best 
I might, I pulled violently on the reins and threw my 
steed to one side, just in time to prevent his being 
gored to death, at the same time lunging out savagely 
at the animal. ' The shock was terriSc, and I went 
whirhng from ray horse's back some twenty feet on 
tlie praivie. I was not so violently stunned but that 
I was qnite conscious of tlie danger 1 was in of being 
trampled to death by the hoofs of the demoralized 
licrd, and, gathered myself up i i time to grasp the 
trailing lasso that was fastencil to my pony, I was 
dragged far out on tlie prairie. Baaly bruised, my 
skin lacerated and in places bleeding profusely, I felt 
in no condition to take an active part in the hunt ; in . 
fact, my unif|iie experience was, I thought, sufficient 
t« last me a lifetime. 

Riding at some distance from the melee, 1 had an 
excellent opportunity to watch the progress of the 
hunt. The slaughter continued with unabated fury 
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The plain wai coyepod with dead and djing buffaloes. 
Horses eoi>d be seen galloping over the prairie rider- 
less, while tlieip dismounted masters were flying for 
their lives before the infuriated animals. 

Sometimes the semed ranks would open, and the 
blinded horsemen, so intent upon their prey, amidst 
the cloud of dust, were wedged and hemmed in 
among the crowding beasts, over whose backs they 
were obliged to leap for security, leaying their IiorsoB 
to the fate that might await them in the results of this 
wild and desperate war. Many were the bidis that 
tni-nod upon their assailants and met them with des- 
perate resistance, and many wore the warriors who 
were dismoimted and saved themselves by their supe- 
rior muning abilities. Some who were closely pur- 
sued by the bulls, wonid wheel suddenly around, and 
snatching the part of bufialo robe from their waists, 
throw it over the horns and eyes of the maddened 
animal, and darting to one side, drive an arrow or 
lance to its heart. Others dashed upon the prairies 
by the side of the affrighted boasts which had escaped 
from the tlirong, and closely escorting them for a few 
rods, bring down their hearts' blood in streams, and 
tlieir huge carcasses upon the enameled tuif. 

In this w«y the whole herd was quickly annihilated. 
The war lasted perhaps thirty minutes, and resulted 
m the total destruction of the herd, which, with all 
their strength and fury, were doomed, like every beast, 
to fall before the destroying hands of mighty man. ; 
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I had sat trembling on mj horse, and witnessed this 
extraordinary eeeae. Altliough 1 was not enabled 
to accurately estimate the number killed, yot I am 
suxe several hundi-ed bufyocs fell in this grand 
onslaught. 

After the battle the scene was curious in the ex- 
treme. The hunters were moving about amongst the 
dead and dying animals, leading their horses by their 
halters, and claiming their slain by the pnviite marks 
npon their ari-ows, whieh tliey were drawing from the 
wounds in the animals' sides. A few buffaloes had 
the good fortune to escape, but, after wandering ofr 
on the prairie for some distance, they would stop, 
stand a while, looking around as if in bewilderment, 
then turning, as if bent on their own destruction, 
return to the herd, and mingling with tlie dead 
and dying, swell the slaughtered throng with their 
numbers. 

"When all was finished, and the arrows had been 
claimed, a general council was held, the Indians seated 
in a circle on the ground. The pipe was passed 
around, each taking a few whiffs. * 

It was decided to wait until the women and extra 
horses had arrived from the village, a messenger hav- 
ing been despatched to announce om- success, and 
ordering the squaws to repair to the scene and carry 
the meat back to the encampment. We had not long 
to wait for the arrival of the women They eame in 
a gang, making tlie air resound with tlieir yells of 
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rejoicing. Aa soon as they came up they wore greeted 
with disdainful fliience by the aseembled warriors, and 
Tonsaroyoo having issued a few directions, they fcU 
to, and wnre Boon deep in the rayBteries of skimiiDg 
and hutcheriug the slain biifialoes, Aa soon as a car- 
cass Imd been cut up, it was placed in a covering of 
the kide, and placed upon the pony's back waiting 
U> receive it. As Boon as one was loaded, an Indian 
hoy took hira in charge and led him ofl'to the vil- 
lage. 

The plain presented a peculiar apjjearance, dotted 
here and there with the ladened ponies returning to 
camp, ana reminded me of a caravan on the African 
desei-ts, such as I had eecn in hooks, more thaa any- 
thmg else. ■ The warriors soon rode off, leaving 
the women, boys, and dogs to complete the desiruc^ 
tion. 

Our entiy into the ^-illage was an ovation. Con- 
fjucring heroes could not have been more graciously 
recdved. During the next week all hands were en- 
gaged in a round of feasting and dancing, interspersed 
with religious ceremonies, and in some instances of 
self-immolation. No scene of the long series in which 
I was both actor and spectator, gave me a better idea 
of the Indian character. To fight, sknghter, prey, 
eat and sleep, seemed to be the end and aim of their 
existence. To outnumber his adversary and hence 
consummate his destruction, was the highoat possibil- 
ity of prowess. To beartoiture witliout evincing the 
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weakness of physical sufferiug -was the Bublimitj of 
eeurage ; and when death finally overtook them, to go 
to the happy hunting grounds well supplied with the 
implements that would produce carnal enjoyment was 
the apotheosis of enioynient ' 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Has. EABTMAu's STOEr CONTIHIJED. 

fHAD now been fire yeara among the Indians, 
and during that time my life wae chiefly trials 
and hardships. Eest, a -word unknown in my 
voeabnlary. It would appear that I owed allegi- 
ance to no particular individual, but on the contrary, 
I was called upon to pci-form the most arduous H&ka 
by man, woman, and child. 

My labors in the field having come to a eonclusit*, 
I was inducted into the mysteries of curing and dress- 
ing sfcins of various animals, making moccasins and 
gathering berries for the winter stock. 

During a period of three months rain had not fallen, 
and this fact gave rise to a peculiar ceremony, which 
I will briefly relate. Tlie crops were suffering severely 
from the drought, and it was decided in council that 
the " rain makers " should invoke the clouds, and by 
a. series of conjugations cause the heavens to opeit 
their floodgates. The women had become clamorous 
and implored the medicine-men to intercede for rain, 
that their com patches, which were now turning pale 
and yellow, might not be withered and they be de- 
prived of the customary annual festivity and the joy- 



HoslcdDyGoOglc 



18S 

ful occ^ion of the "roasting ears" and the" green 
com dance." 

The plainta of the women were entertained, but 
these wise (?) men discreetly recommended caution 
and deliberation, lest by undue haste the Great Spirit 
might become incensed and defeat their endeavors. 
This stratagem was very pellucid, because the longer 
they delayed the formalities, of course the greater 
would be the chance cf success ; but the importuni- 
ties of the women, became daily more persistent, and 
the council was at length convened. The medicine 
men assembled in aU the bravery of their grotesque 
"trappings, and the fires being lighted, a large quan- 
tity of wild sage and other aromatic herbs was thrown 
upon the flames, that their savory odors might ascend 
as a peace-ofiering to the Great Spirit. 

Some twelve or fifteen young warriors volunteei'ed 
to try their medicine and see if the clouds could not 
be made to yield their vapor by the charm of their elo- 
quence. It was a dreadful alternative, as, failing to 
prodaee any result, thfty Bufl'ered everlasting disgrace 
at the hands ui the entire tribe. The preliminaries 
hav^ing been arranged, the candidates were drawn by 
lot and a day assigned to each one to lift his voice on 
high and persuade the rain to descend. The celebrant 
took up his position on the top of the council lodge, 
while below the worthy doctors continued to hum 
their incense, and with song, prayers, and incantations, 
commanded the clouds to obey thera. 
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Wah-kee {the shield), ascended the wigwam at sun- 
riee and made elaborate preparations to frighten the 
clouds into obeying Mm. After indulging in war- 
whoops, brandishing his lance, shield and tomahawlc, 
and going through various other absurd performancea, 
he subsided and betook himself to counting his mystery 
beads. The whole village had assembled, and were 
howling lustily for his success. Not a cloud appeared 
—the day was calm and hot ; and when the sun de- 
clined beliind the mountains, he descended from his 
exalted position, "and withdrew with a crestfellen air. 
He returned to hie lodge a sadder if uot a wiser 
man, disgraced and with no prospect of ever attain- 
ing to the dignity of a medicine man. 

The next morning the performajice was repeated, 
Om-pah (the Elk), saying that hia importunities would 
certainly be heard. He was quite uuie, and his body 
besmeared with yellow clay. A beautiful shield was 
displayed on his left arm, and his right hand grasped 
a long lance. The skin of a i-ayen adorned his head. 
Shield and lance were flomished, but in vain. Not 
a cloud obscui-ed the brightness of the noon-day sun. 
The squaws were crying, and the corn was withering 
at its roots. ■ 

War-rah-pa (the beaver), was the next, but he, like 
the others, spent his time in vain ; and "Wak-a-dah-me 
took the stand the iextmoming. Hewasmuchmore 
gaily attired than any of his predecessors. In addi- 
tion to a shield ornamented with " red chains of light 
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ning," he carried in his left hand a bow and singlo ar- 
row. The concourse was as great as on any pi-evious 
day. Striking an attitude, he tossed up a feather to 
aeeertaia the course of the wind, then turning to th3 
mob below, began a lengthy harangue, something after 
the following manner : 

" Apaches ! Children of the Sun I — Ton behold mc 
here a saorifice. I-filiali this day relieve you of your 
a and bring joy to your lodges, or I shall live 
r the dogs and old women for the remainder of 
my days. My friends, yotTsaw which way my feather 
flew. J shall hold my sliield in that direction, and 
the lightning will draw a great cloud, and this arrow, 
which is feathered with the quill of the white swan, 
will make a hole in it. 

" "Warriors! this opening in the lodge at my feet 
shows me the medicine men. They are seated in a 
circle and are crying to the Great Spirit above who 
eommands the sim and clouds. Three days they have 
eat there. Have they done aught to relieve your ,1is- 
tress? Om-pah tried and failed, because on his 
head was the vaven. It flies above the storm. Wst^ 
rahpa i^ the beaver, and he lives under the wakr. 
How could he succeed ? My friends, I see you are _ 
in great distress, and nothing has yet been done. This 
shield belonged to my father, the Mad Bull. It was 
taken from a black oloud, which will come over^s to- 
day. I am tho son of my father, and will surely bring 
you relief. I have done." 
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Thus flourished Wakadahme, alternately addressing 
the clouds and the people. 

It so chanced that as he was speaking, a email cloud 
appeared on the horizon, and as it approached grew 
larger, until the heavens were overcast. Then dravr- 
ing ids bow to its utmost tension, he let fly the arrow, 
which sped up into the gathering blackness, and was 
lost to view. Presently the sky was illumined with a 
vivid flash, and peal upon peal of thunder followed in 
rapid succession. The crowd dispersed, running to 
their lodges in the greatest confusion ; but the great 
warrior who had brought about this happy state of 
things remained at his post, strutting around the apex 
of the lodge in all the might and majesty of his new 
made glory." Even rain could not drive him away from 
the scene of his triumph. There he stood, the moist 
cynosure of all eyes. 

After tliis all was joy and gladness. Wakadahme 
was loaded down with honors, and every chief in the 
tribe was anxious to have him select on%iof his daugh- 
ters for a wife. He aeeominodated six of them, but 
prudenjial reasons interposed betVeeu h'lm and the' 
seventh. From this time forth he was an honored and 
puissant warrior, chief, and mystery man. 

Numerous amusements were indulged in by the 
tribe, and all had for their end and aim some gambling 
operation. The youths had an exhibition of arrow 
shooting which they called the " game of the arrow." 

Those most di^inguished in this exercise assembled 
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oii tlic prairie a little distance from tlic Tillage, and ' 
eat'h one having paid liis " entrance fee," Bucli as a 
shield, i-ohe, pij.e, br other article, woidd step forward 
to the inai-k, and, selecting ten arrows, proceed to 
shoot thein in the air in mpid gneccssion. The one 
who coiild get the greatest number np before thcjifsi 
fell to the gi-oiind eUnned the " pool " and went away 
in the best of sj.irits, displaying his gains as he jour- 
Beyed throngh.tlie villag'e. 

The older braves passed their time in horse racing. 
Thiss]Kscies of sport varies hut little among the In- 
dians from that which obtains among civilized com- 
nir.nities. A ti-ack is niai>ped ont npon the level 
prairie, and a eonpio of lances, from which pcnnaiits 
are streaming, are planted tinuly in the gi-omid at a 
point which denotes the goal. The riders start from 
the iipjter end of the course, and plying the whip with 
all their vigor, come tlmndoring down the course with 
the sjieed of the wind. A jnd^ is appointed 
whose decision ie irrevocable, and grouped around 
him are the spectators intent on making their 
bets and watdiing the progress of this touruaiiient of 

Occasionally sham fights are inaugurated, when ■ 
brave meets brave in all the fierceness of battle array 
to go tiirougli the motions of Indian warfare, circliiig 
around the foe, or bunching together, eonio down oa 
the enemy with startling suddenness, discharging a. 
cloud of arrows, then, wheeling short aroimd, retnwe 
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their steps and prepare to receive the shock of their 

enemy's advance. 

One day a inesaenger bronght the news that bnffaloei 
had made tlieir appearance on the plain, and a numeroi^s 
party was at once formed to go in their pursuit. After 
having been gone abont two days theyretumed laden 
with tlie fnits of victory, and throwing the meat down 
in one pile, isaued their orders to have it cured at once. 

This arduous task was delegated to the women, and in 
a very short time poles were planted in every direction. 
Tiie meat was dressed and then c\it in long strips of ■ 
about a quarter of an inch in thickness, and, being bung 
over the lines, was left to dry in the sunshine. When 
it is cured tha buffalo meat becomes tasajo, and in tliii 
state may be preserved for a great length of time. It 
is cured witTiont salt ; in fact, the Indians rarely if 
ever use this condiment, which is so essentia! to the 
ei\'ilized white. This seems to be accounted for by 
the fact that they use very little vegetable food. Hence, 
during my captivity, I became quite reconciled to the 
absence of salt, and for months after my return to the 
whites did not feel auy desire to use it. So strong is 
tlie force of habit. 

It liad been announced that during the »nnual 
religions ceremonies soon to commence, we ivould have ' 
the pleasure of entertaining a band of " clnb " Apaches, 
who would participate in the festivities, and prepara- 
tions of the most elaborate character were made for 
their reception and entertainment. 
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Of al! my experience in the character of a captive, 
these were, perhaps, the most shocking. Never bIihU 
I forget the terrible ordeal of that bloody week, wheo 
human gore ran like water, and it eeeined a miracle 
that such a band of Hende were not ewept off the lace 
of the earth 1 
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CnAI'TER XXII. 

FEABTS, FASTa, AND FACTS. 

^pIIIS cliaptor is to be a faitliM dt'Ecription u£ 
^J injstciy, hocus-pocus, vou-doo, and ludkii snpcr- 
W&) Btitioi!, eonci-cte and abstract. T!ig entire eere- 
™ iiiOJiial of Indian worship has for its groundwork 
the basest and most groveling snpeitttition. All eventB 
in any way out of tlie ordiuiiry mn of liuman affairs 
are directly traced to the Good or Evil Spirit, 

If their affairs are i.i any way confused, or do tljeir 
war i>ai-ties come to grief, the misfortune is laid at the. 
door of 0-kee-hec-de (the Evil Spirit), and when for- 
tune smiles upon them, and l>ouiitifii' harvests, game, 
scalps, and \nctories arc theirs, it is direutly attributable 
to th3 iiiflucnee of the G-reat Spirit. 

An infant's knowledgo_bcgin8 by the inculcation of 
tliis proposition, aud during its lifetime, existence is 
enjoyable or the revei'se, according as the Good or 
Evil Spirit smiles on Mm. In this fact is diri])!aytd 
the resemblance between a savage /eft'c/t aud the idea] 
Christian religion. It is the distinction that exists 
between the bnd and fuil-blown flower, — a wild, bar- 
barous groping after the perfected, eiviiiaed idea. The 
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Mian ha, his ideas of a hcaren and a [m.-gatory, but 
tl.c,)' are carnal and material. As he lives in this 
world, so he proposes to exist in the world hereafter, 
ll.e happy Inmting ground, are merely a repetition of 
his pre«,„t life, onlj in those Uiasfnl olj.ian fields a 
Good Spirit wills that game shall alwaja be in abun- 
dance, and hunting faeihtios inexhaustible. Contrary 
to the laitl, that obtains among Christians, the Indian 
maintains that the Good Spirit hihabit, the realms of 
die Evd Spirit, while hi, opposite, the Evil One, 
■ haunt, the domains of the blest. This onrions, not to ' 
say absurd str.to of affairs, i, accounted for in the fob 
lowing manner : 
It is maintained that an Indian snlfors for his crime, 
, only lor a length of time commo.usurate with the sins 
conmmtod. Uence, white professing their conviction 
m a future adun-nistration of reward, and punishment, 
tliey also maintain that a very Juda, of his tribe ,.-ill 
after expiating his sins, enjoy tho fullest delights of hi,! 
more upright companions. Thus it 'becomes very neces- 
«iii-, .11 their opinion, that the Good Spirit should meet 
them in pm-gatory, and by word and act increase their 
sulienng, and bring them to a realizing sense of the 
power of bun whom they have offended ; while, on the ■ 
other hand, the Bad Spirit i-oams through their Para- ' 
dise still tempting the happy. Those wlio have gone 
to the regions of punishment, they believo will be 
loitnred for a time proportioned to their offcncei 
and then, being transferred to the land of the happy 
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thej are again liiWe to the temptationa of tlic Evil 
Spirit, and answerable again at a future time fur tlieir 
new offeiicea. It will be seen that this scheme of sal- 
vation is rather crude and not as satisfactory in it* 
details as one might desire. 

In regard to the topograph i ml positions of tlicsc two 
places — heaven and hell— little can he ascertained. 
As near as I could learn, the offenders inhabited % 
country lying far to the north, where snow and ice 
were the minor concomitants of a bleak and ban-e* 
land ; whilst they sni>po8e the happy liimting groundi 
to be in the region of perpetual sunshine, where every 
prospect 13 of the most eliarming chaj-auter, and only 
tlie keenest enjoyment is experienced; where bufE*- 
loes and other Indian luxuries abound. 

To such lengths waa superstition carried, that the 
young warriors of the tribe deemed no tortures, how- 
ever brutal or sanguinary, too severe that would by 
their endurance gain them the admittance to this 
favored region ; and to this end, annual feasls and 
religious ceremonies were instituted, that the appal- 
ling cruelty of the rites might well make the stoutest 
heart tremble, and the most valiant spirit quake with 
fear. 

The Apaches were now on the eve of one of thew 
festivals, and those who aspired to be considered si 
braves, and to establish a reputation for endurance 
under paiu and suffering, were making minute and 
careful preparations to endure the infliction creditably. 
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Tliere was to be a aeries of performaneea under th« 

•ole siipcrvieion of one grand master of ceremonies. 
This worthv- was the head medicine of the nation, and 
was looked up to with a species of veneration veming 
upon adoration. The rites were to be inaugurated by 
ft grand dance in tlie open air. The ground seleeted 
for this performance was immediately in front of the 
medicine lodge, and embraced an area of about half 
an acre. Previous to the inception of the ceremonies, 
a number of the women were set at work with largo 
wooden mallets, pounding the tiu-f, which was done 
. in order to make the ground hard, smooth and level. 
As soon as this was accomplielied, a curb was erected 
in the centre of the space by driving stakes in the 
ground in the form of a circle, just leaving suflScIent 
apace between each one to admit of a free passage of 
air. The curb rose to a heiglit of about throe feet, the 
top being covered by stretching a buffalo robe over 
the stakes. "Within this enclosure was placed a small 
Btone altar, on which burned the sacred flame. Under 
no circumstances was the flame allowed to be extin- 
guished. In the event of its ceasing to bum, it would 
have been considered an ill omen, and in order to pro- 
pitiate the Good Spirit, it would have become neces- 
sary to sacrifice a female captive. 

All waa now in readiness, and on the following 
morning Mahtocheega and the chiefs of the nation 
assembled in the medicine lodge preparatory to com- 
mencing the "death dance." Sixteen young mea 
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parfit-ipiiteJ in the dance. They stood to one side in 
a frroti]), isuliitcd IVom tlic crowd. They were decked 
out ill the most goi^-eoiitt trapiiinge, cacli one iiereon- 
atiriir some animal wliicii tliey imitated as closely as 
posfiiliJe, byth in action and sonnd. 

TJt.'j;iiiniriir Ijy circling around the cnrb in a incas- 
vinid ti-aiMp to tlie Bound of the Indian drums and 
rattles, tliej' gradually accelerated their pace until 
tiicy ""'ere ii'oing fit full sjiecd, meanwhile indu'ifing 
in the inor=t friglitfnl yells, groans, wlioops, and cries. 
This was kc]>t np ivilhout intermission for, perhaps, 
fifteen ndnutoa, M'hen the medicine man Pounded a 
sh'-iil hlast on his whistle, and, as if by magic, the jrer- 
formei-s (Inippcd upon " all I'onrs " and began to jiractiue 
the distinctive peenliarity of the animals tlicy person- 
ated. Their, actions wci-e a eource of cor-siderable 
amuBeiiielit to the bystanders, and each actor was ap- 
plauded vociferonely when by somepartieiilar gesture, 
or trick, he faithiiiUy portrayed the liabits of tho ani- 
mal he represented. Some of these actions were of a 
Tcry gross, not to say revol'.ing character. In the heat 
of the excitement a wild scream startled the byataTid- 
ers, and soon the women were mshing in every direc- 
tion, seemingly in the most abject terror. 

Pursuing tliem wasa liidoons monster entirely nnde, 
Lis body being blackened with cliarcoal and bear's 
grease until it shone like ebony; his face was marked 
with a profusion of white rings about an inch in diam- 
eter, and around his mouth were frightful indentures 
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wliicli sloecly reecmblcJ canine tcctli. In addition to 
his iiideoiis appeacanee, lie gave the most fn^rlitful 
ehi'ielvs as he diieh-jd tlirongh ilie crowd. Tiiis un- 
tartlilyci-cature carried ill Ids hand a staff of alwut 
six iciit in Ifiiigth, with a red ball at the end of it, 
wliiuli lie ]>iiBlicd along the ground in front of him as 
ho rail. All eyes, save those of the hrmcs eJl^!^:^ed 
in the dance, wcto npon him as lie dashed of in pnr- 
Biiit or the women. Tiiey fled in t!ie wildcKt disorder 
falling over each other in their fi-aiitie endeavora to 
elude the monster's grasp. 

The mafiter of eeromuniea now interfered, and ad- 
vancing from his ]>osition heside the chief, ran up to 
where the wonfen were stniggling with the demon, 
and, thrusting his medicine j.ipe before the black 
monster, held hhn inn.iovahle under its char.n. This 
action enabled the females to get safely out of his 
reiieh, and when free from danger, altJiough their 
hoiirts siiU beat with the excicemenc, they soon became 
calm, and, seeing that he was ignominiousiy subjugated 
by the obarm of tl!eal!-]>(.tt'.nt pipe, indulged in tho 
most extravagant langhter, and shonte of applause at 
Lis sudden defivu, and at the ridicnlous posture in ■ 
wliich he was held. Tiiey presented a striking picture 
as they stood there face to face— the old maii stand- 
ing erect, liis face tremulous with suppressed emotion, 
wiiile his eyes gleamed with rage and hatred. The 
evil spirit on the other hand, cowed, and trembling, 
seemed transfixed with terror. At intei-vals he would 
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nake an effort to break the spell, and darting to ona 
eide attempt to break off in tlie direction of th6 prairie ; 

but the ever-vigi!ant chief was at his side in a twink- 
ling and holding the potent charm to his nose, reduce 
him to instant obedience. Tbiis they stood, the one 
with his body painted black and representing the 
Evil One, frowning everlasting vengeance on the- 
otlier, who etenily gazed him back with a look of exulta- 
tion and contempt, as he held hiin in check and pow- 
erless under tlie influence of his magic charm. 

When t!ie superior power of the chief bad been 
fully tested and acknowledged, and the women had . 
been allowed ample time to remove tliemselves to a 
safe distance and place iunnmci-able barriers between 
themselves and this fiendish monster, the pipe waa 
gradually \vitbdrawn from before him, and be waa 
once more allowed to follow the dictates of iiis low and 
bestial mind. No sooner did he feel himself free 
from this constraining influence than he dashed into 
the center of the group of dancers, and attacking one 
of the young men who was dressed in the guise of a 
buffalo, hhung et a wahkstia ch-ee a nahi-3 twmmee wng 
s towa ; ee ung ne aht ghwat ee o nungths tcka ho 'a 
trirnTnee osat no ah ughstom ah hi en ah nohxi givi 
aht gahtch gwn ne. 

After this performance he visited three others in 
succession, and indulged in antics of a light character, 
that elicited shouts of laughter and roundrof applause. 
The Indians considered the strict observance of tliia 
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particular ceremonj a» highly important, and calcu- 
lated to be of great benefit in 9ttra<;tmg game to their 
Ticinity in tho coming eeason, 

Buriiig the scene Okeehode had become qnite ex- 
hausted bj- hia exercise, and seemed to be anxiously 
looking around for some feasible means of eBcai>e. 
The women had by this time overcome the fear which 
his entrance had eansed, and now gathered about him 
in shoals, poking him with bits of stick, tlimwing 
stones at his body, and giving expression to their dis- 
like in various ways that suggested themselves on the 
Bpnr ol' the mciment. At length, one more courageous 
than the rest gathered a Iiandl'iil of yellow clay, and 
drawing quite near, awaited her opportunity when the 
fiend's attention was directed to anothsr quarter, tlien 
dashing up to him, emptied the contents of her hands 
over his body. The change was magical ; the yellow 
clay was attracted and lield by the grease with which 
hia body was besmeared, turning his color from black 
to bright yellow. He seemed to become quite heart- 
broken At this signal disgrace, and losing control of 
his feelings, commenced crying vehemently, when, as 
quick as thought, a fearless yoimg maiden made a ' 
frantic clutch at the magic, ball-tipped wand. She was 
successtiil beyond her most sangnine anticipations, and 
flew throngh the crowd, bearing the trophy high above 
her head. The other women gathered around her, be- 
seeching her to let them break the wand, and thus 
«nd the spell. Their entreaties were at last acceded 
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to, and tlie stick was broken into fi ne bits, wliicli were 
hurled at tlicir whilom owner. His power was now 
gone; liis strength ai so, and, gathering his energies 
lor one grand and tinal effort, ho plunged licadlong 
towards tlio prairie with a howling mob of women at 
his heels. Ar he struggled along his movements were 
impeded by every known device, and at each tall lie 
was set npon bv the enraged and ti-inmpliant females, 
who exulted in his ignominious dowtit'all, supplement- 
ing their jeers with blows from sticks, stones and 
wliipB, nntil he at length escaped by diving into tlte 
nnderbnish that grew at the base of the hills, and dis- 
appeared from view. The d;t!ice had by this time come 
to an end, and preparations were made for the coin- 
mencemont of the cruelties which were about to take 
place within tiie lodge. 

■ The medidne chief, who acted as master of cere- 
monies, approached Mahtocheoga, and made a requi- 
sition for uiusicians, and after a brief consultation he 
gave oi-dtrs to have two of the female captives per- 
form this arduous and monotonous task. Zoe and my- 
self were chosen, and we were at once ushered within 
the sacred precincts of the lodge. We were the only 
women who "were permitted to view the scenes whi'ih 
I am about to relate. Would to God I had been spared 
the i^volting spectacle t 

As we entered, the candidates) for the cruelties were 
about taking their places in spaces assignci tlieni, aa 
also the chiefs and doctors of the tribe, wliose duty it 
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was to look on, bear witness to, and decide apon the 
coini>arative degree of fortitude with which the young 
incn BiiEtain themselves in this most excruciating oi^ 
deal. The chiefs situated theinselves on one aide of 
the lodge, and opposite them were seated the ftma- 
ciana. The medicine chief took up his position in the 
center of the circle, near a small fire, with his big 
pipe in his hands. Gravely filling it with k'nect 
k'nick, he lighted it at the fiame, and began puiBng% 
great clouds in the faces of t!ie aspirantS; tliat the 
Groat Spirit might give them strength to bear tlieir 
tortures manfully. Directly imdor the aperture in the 
roof of the lodge was a curious arrangement of bnft'&lo 
and human skulls, which were divided into two par- 
cels. Placed over them at an elevation of about live 
feet was a delicate scaffold made of four posts, not 
larger than a willow rod. In the crotches of these 
poles were placed lateral rods of about the same thick- 
ness, and resting on these transversely were a number 
of still more delicate sticks. On the center of this 
fnune was a small stone altar, fram which issued the 
Baered tire. Immediately under the frame on the ■ 
ground was placed a knife, and a bundle of splints, 
which were kept in readiness ifcr the infliction of the 
cruelties which I shall endeavor' to explain. 

From the top of tlic lodge depended a number of 
eords, which, passing thi-ough the roof, were held by 
men on the ontsijJi-, who, on a given signal, \vero to 
s-dspisnd the victims between heaven and earth. 
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An attendant now advanced to onr aide of th« 
structure, bearing in his arms two cui-iouB looking ob- 
jects, which, on investigation, proved to be sacks 
containing in each about two gallons of water. These 
were articles of superstitious regard, and held in great 
veneration by the Indians. Thej- were constructed of 
the skin of the buffalo's neck, and most elaborately 
sewed together in the tbrm of a large tortoise, with ft 
bunch of eagle's qnilia appended to act the part of tail 
Accompanying each was a drumstick, and, with a few 
directions how to use it, he left us. 

After a brief incantation, accompanied by more 
vigorous pnfts at the big pipe, the order was issued to 
remove the scaffold. The skulls were placed on posts 
at the back of the lodge, and two stalwart savagei 
took up tlieir positions in the center of the open space, 
one with the knife in his hand, the other holding the 
splints. 

One by one the candidates advanced; their frames 
were greatly emaciated by the fasting, thirsting, and 
wakefulness to which they had subjected themselves 
during four days. Placing themselves on their hands 
and foet, or otherwise, as was best suited for the per- 
formance of the operation, they were grasped roughly 
\>y the attendants, and an inch or more of flesh taken 
up between the thumb and finger of the man who 
held the knife. 

The knife had been ground sharply on both aides, 
and then notched, so that the effect of pushing it 
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ttuongh the skin might be made as painfiil as possible. 
As eoon as the incision was made, the attendant ran a 
•kewer through the still quivering flesh. The cord 
was then lowered from the roof and fastened to the 
■plints, when, the signal being given, the cords were 
tightened and the victim was suspended in mid-air. 
More splints were passed through his shoulders, arms, 
thighs, and legs. 

In some instances, thoy remained upon the ground 
antil this painful operation wae completed. The time 
consumed in preparing the victims for suspension wa« 
about five minutes. As tlie body dangled in mid-air, 
and while the blood was streaming down the victim's 
sides, the bystanders would grasp at the body, and Iiang 
upon the splints each man's shield, bow, and quiver. 
In soioe instances, a buffalo's skull was attached to his 
lower limbs, to prevent the straggling which would 
otherwise have taken place, to the ilisadvantage of the 
sufferer. 

When these were adjusted, the body was raised 
higher uutil the weight swung clear. In this plight 
they became a fearful sight to look upon. The flesh, 
to suppoi-t their bodies with the auditional weights ■ 
attached thereto, was raised some eight inches by the 
skewers, and their heads sinking forward on their 
breasts, or thrown backward in a much more frightful 
condition, was a sight that made one's blood curdle, 
and the heart turn sick at the ghastly,' bloody spec- 
tacle. The fortitude with which the victims bore this 
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torture almost siirjmssea belief. As tlie knife was 
thnist through tlio iiosli not a muscle moved, and 
Boiiie eren called attention to their faces, and clml- 
Icnged tiie jndjjes to detect the first fiymptom of weak- 
ness or fiiiiitdjeiirtedtiesa. 

Tndj it was a feartiii sight, and as the knife rlj^ved 
thruiLgii the (iesh, it was more than I could Ix'ar, and, 
tliruwiujj down (he dni7ristitk, I gave way to the most 
violent grief. It was not until I v\uis severety admoa- 
ifehed to eontinne my taflc, that I (iould SLiHidt;ntly 
^'■ntrol my emotion and resume the horrid thrum 
tlu'iun of the monotonous music. 

As soon as a victiiii was thoroughly suspended, a 
niiuihcr of demons in human guise clustered around 
him, devisiTig moans that would make tiiia.cxVjuisite 
agony more intense. One would advance with a long 
pole in his hand and commence turning the bleeding 
body, slowly at tiret, but the motion would begi'adual- 
ly accelerated until the victim would cry out in hirtoi^ 
ness of spirit and in tones tue moat lamentable and 
heart-rending that the human voice is capable of 
producing; ap;>ealLng to the Gi-eat Spirit and beseech- 
ing liim not to forsake his servant in "this, his hour of 
severest agony. 

iie is turned faistcrand faster. There is no hope for 
escape; not the slightest re.=i.ite, until by fainting he 
ie relieved frem his tormentors, and lett to hang, 
apparently a lifeless eor|.s.'. When it has been ascer- 
tained that he \s, as they tcnn it, "entirely dead," hi» 
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torture ceasoe, and tliei-c hangs snspcndod hy cords, all 
that ruinaiiis of a fonri tliat & few hours n'm^a waa 
instinct witJi life and vigor. Hie niedifinekig, ivltieh 
he h;ls clung to all through the trjiiig ordeal with the 
tenacity of dcij|WLr, has dropped to the grouud. Even 
this potent clianii deserts its owner in his hour of 
gi-eatcet need, when, if iit any time, its supposed diipcr- 
iiatiiral protection sliouid be most felt. 

liie signal ig now given to the men on the outside 
of the lodge to lower the hody, and he ia gently kid 
upon tlie ground. In this helpless condition ho lies, 
looking like sojiie mass of juitretaetiou that has just 
been 'i-einoved fi-om a charnel-house. Dnring this 
time he is said to he in the keeping of the Great Spirit, 
whom he trusts will protect, and finally give him 
etrengtli to get nji and walk away. After lying some 
time on tlie ground, an attendant removes tiio splinta 
from the breasts and shoulders, thereby disengaging 
biin from the cords by which he has boon suspended, 
but the others, with the weights attached, are suffered 
to remain imbedded in tlie bleeding wounds. 

As Boou as consciousness returns iic att.eiii]it8 to 
move. No one is allowed to assist him or ofler him 
aid, as he is now in tiie enjoyment of one of the most ' 
exalted privileges that Apachea can lay elaim to— that 
of trusting Ids life to tiio keeping of the Great Spirit. 
Presently he crawls away, dragging Jiis weights after 
him, -which, as they clatter over Uie hard eartiien floor 
of tlie lodge, make a mournful accompanimeut to Lis 
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groam and sobs. He creeps to, another part of the 
lodge; where a savage sits in grim Bilence awaiting 
his coming. In his hand is a hatchet, and immodiate- 
\y ill front of him is a dried bufiaio skull. The^sulierer 
draws near, and, holding up the littie finger of his left 
hand, makes a short speech, and calling upon the Great 
Spirit" to witness his seli-sacrifiee, unflinchingly lay* 
the doomed fiiigcr on the skull. One quisrk,' sharp 
stroke hy the Indian who wields the hatchet and the 
finger drops from the hand— a sacrifice to a fanatic'i 

. No bandages are applied to the fingers, nor aw any 
arteries taken op ; in fact, no attention whatever of a 
surgical character is paid to the wounds, lacerations, 
and bruises. They are left for the " Great Spirit to 

It is rather remarkable that the bleeding is not eo 
proi'use as might be expected from the severity of the 
torture, and soon ceases, probably from the fact of 
their extreme exhaustion and debility; the want of 
sustenance and sleep, cheeks the natural circnlatioo, 
and ie at the same time an admirable preparation for 
"the tortures, and enables them to bear the infliction 
wi thont the same degree of pain that might, under other 
circumstances, result in inflammation and death. Dur- 
ing these cruel scenes, the chiefs and dignitaries of the 
tribearelookingonunmoved,andbyi;akingmental notes 
of the way in which the victim bcare this terrible tor- 
ture, degiae who are the hardiest and stoutest hearted. 
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■who can liang the longest by his flesh without fainting, 
aiid wlio will bo tlie eoonest up after he is cut down. 
In this way tbfiv judge of the physical capacity of the 
young braves to bear hunger, fatigue, and suffering; 
and to those who acqnit themselves the most worthily 
is entrusted the leadership of "forlorn hopes," war 
parties resolved on desperate enterprises, etc., etc. 

This scene was enacted during a whole day, and in 
that time some forty or fifty young men went through 
the agonies of suspension and amputation. All the 
■while the din and clatter was undiminished. Did we 
but relax our efforts for a moment, a brawny savage 
was at our side, and by word and blow commanded us 
to recommence. 

What with the physical and mental fatigue caused 
by this coutinuouB and seemingly everlasting thrum- 
ming, joined to the horrid sights, sounds and emotions 
to which we were subjected, and the revolting and 
bloody nature of the drama, it seemed as if we wore 
under the influence of a horrid nightmare. As ii we 
had suddenly been watted away in the arms of some 
hideous genii to realms of darkness, and were malici- 
ously compelled to be the unwilling spectators of 
scenes which ever, at this day, the bare remcnibi'ance 
of, causes the blood to chill with horror and the frame to 
vibrate with agony at their recollection. God grant 
that auch cruelties may soon disappear off the face "of 
the earth, together with the actors a/iid vnst'igators of 
iA#« horriMe rites ! 
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CHAI'TETl XXUl. 

THE WAK PAKTT. 

fTIE following inonijiig found nie entirely oceu- 
jticij witli my new plan of escape, and I Just no 
time in gaining such iiifoniiatioji as I could, con- 
cerning Stonliawon'a intentioiiB respecting Ills 
projected' e.\i>editiun, 

y-y making a few cantiona inquiries pf some of tlie 
warriors whom I knew lo be fiivoriiblj disposed towards 
mo, I learned that the party would probably depart 
within thi-eo days. The lii-st point neeeesury to the 
success of my i)]an was to obtain the consent of Wa- 
toiiietkla, and this 1 feai'ed would be no easy task. 
After considering the matter fully, J concluded that 
my best course would be tirat to get Stonhawon's per- 
mission to accompany the party, and, if possible, in- 
duee hiin to intercede for me with the old medicine 
man. 

To the lodgB of this redoubtable chief I accordingly 
bent Hiy Btc]>8, and, on ajiproaching it, found iiira 
seated witiiont, engaged in conversation M-itli several 
-of the older warriors. Not daring to iuterrniit their 
conference, I remained at a little distance until the 
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inter\'iew was ended. From the few sentences T over- 
heard I condiidcd that tlio chief was unfolding liis 
plans or some portion of thciii to the princiiwl-wai^ 
rioi-s of liis party. Directly tlie eoiindl seemed to be 
over, and the warriors separated, leaving the tjiief 
seated as before at the entraitco to liis lodge, 1 was 
about to approach him and proffer my reijiiost, when 
Ilissodeuha, tlio renegade, suddenly made Iiis ap]>ear- 
aiiL-o, and walking directly np to Stonhawon addi-ci^ed 
him as follows: 

" Mv bi-otlier is going on tJie war-jiath ? " 

'■ Yea, Ilissodceba," said the cliief ; " I am weary 
of this idleness, and my young men are impatient and 
clamor to be led againet the Ai-apahoos, who have in- 
vaded our territory and ait off several of our hunting 
parlies. I have thcrefoi-e determined to take out ft 
strong party and strike a blow that will teaeh these 
cowai-dly horse thieves a lesson i " 

" Stoidiawori," said Ilissodecha, " it is ray wish that 
■we slionid be friends, and tliat the ill-feeling which 
tias existed between us and our yoimg men should 
cease. For tliis reason I have come to offer yon my 
serrices on your expedition as a rolunteer, and if yon 
accept my offer, 1 will join your i)arty with my entire 
band and serve nnder your orders. Let my brother 
speak. I axrait liia decision. 

While liissodeeha was speaking, I observed a grati- 
fied expi-cssion upoc tJie counlenance of Stoniiawon, 
and I saw that he would gladly avail himseif of the 
1-1 
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renegade's offer. Bnt why Hissodcoha should make 
ao uiinsiial a propoaition puzzled me extremeij, aud I 
waited auxioualy to hearthe remainder oj their oonvei^ 
sation, 

Ab the renegade ceased speaking, Stonhawon arose 
in silence, fUled and lighted his pipe and passed it to 
Hissodooha, who took a few whiffs and returned it to 
the chief. The latter foUowcd his example, and then, 
emptying the pipe, he returned it to its case of fawil 
skin, gaily decorated with the quills of the porcupine 
stained in bright colors, and spoke as follows: 

" HisBodecha, your words are good ; yon are a great 
brave, and you shall ride with me on the war-path. 
With your aid I shall surely he successful, and when 
we re,tum in trimnph, who shall deny to the fnend of 
Stoniawou a seat in the council i 1 know my brotheHa 
wish, and it shall yet bo gratified. Now, let ns assem- 
ble onr warrioia and make ready for departure, as I 
wish to start betbre sunrise to-morrow." 

To this the renegade yielded a ready assent, adding 
that hie party could he ready to leave in an hour if 
necessary. He then said : 

"I must ask my brother one .favor, and that is that 
Tahteeka^ahair may accompany our party." 

" Wliy does HisBodecha ask this ? " said the chief, 
looking at me in surprise; for, on hearing my name 
mentioned, I had drawn nearer. "Does my brother 
not know that no one bnt Wakometkla can gtant hia 
reqaeat i " 
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" Eecanse," said Hissodeeha, " if Stonlmwon aska 
the medicine chief, lie will not refuse ; but were I to 
make such a request, it would be in vaio."^ 

Stonhawon reflected for a moment and then addressed 
me so abruptly that for an instant I was confused and 
anable to make a reply. 

" Tahtcckadaliair," said he, " why do yon wish to' 
join the war party which I am about to take out f " 

I was endeavoring to frame a reply when the rene- 
gade answered for mc. 

" The young man is tired," he said, " of being left 
in the village with the squaws and old men while the 
otiier young braves are going to war or to hunt and 
winning scalps and plunder. He thinks that he should 
be given the same privileges as otlicrs since he lias 
been regularly adopted into the tribe, and 1 think Ma 
request is a reasonable one and should be granted." 

I now added my persuasions to those of Illssodecha, 
and Stonhawon iinally said that if- Wakometkla's con- 
sent could be gained he would have no objection to my 
forming one of his party. lie also said tliat he would 
speak to the medicine chief and -use bis influence to 
get bk consent to my making my iirst appearance as , 
a wan'ior. 

lie was as good as his word, and a few hours later 
I saw him enter the temple, evidently in search of the 
old man. nissodecha was confident that his request 
would be granted, and I accordingly busied myself, 
under bis direction, in preparing to make my ddnti as • 
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» Camandie brave on the w,r-patli. The renegade oasilj 
BupplioJ me with the nocoiMiry weapons and cc]ni|> 
mentB from his own stoelt, and I soon fonnd myself 
provided rati, a long steol-l>ointcd lance, adorned with 
a crimson pennon, and a sort of battle-axe of an an- 
CiO.it pattern, ovidonllj the spoil of some Mexican 
hacienda. 

Besides thcuo a war bow, a qnivcr of arrows, their 
points dip]ied in the subtle poison used bjl tlie Ca- 
manclies, and a tomabawli and sealping-knife were 
given me. These completed my oflcnsive''e<]uipmonts. 
For defense, besides all these, I received a eircnlar 
shield made of the tongb hide of the buffalo bnH 
strctchott upon a wooden frame, and dried and liarden- 
ed until it tvas almost of the cousisteney of iron. To 
provide me with a horse was the next thing in order, 
and tins did not prouuse to be very diUicult, «, mons 
than two thousand mnstangs wore grazing npon the 
plain. 

The renegade, however, was not easily suited in his 
choice of a hoise. Thorough hor.se jockeys as all the 
CamancbcB are, Hissodecba seemed the sharpest of 
the tribe in this particular. Of this fact I had he. 
eomo aware long before, for in the races which the 
Indians so frequently indulged in, ho was almost in- 
v,ariab!y the winner, thus showing that he posaossed 
rare k-nowledge and judgment of the points of a good 
horse. 
On this occasion I began to think that he would ei- 
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Lanst Hie enpjily l)cforc lie found one to his mmd, hot 
ftftor rujectin^j about forty for one fault or another, 
most of wliidi bjeiuislics I was entirely unable to dis- 
cover, lie iixed iipcii a larp;o pieba'.'l iniietang as tbe 
one ivbo s]i6iild have the honor of bearinj; mo niion 
my tii-st war-jiath. 

I^:nliii_i^ the horse back towMwls the villajie, we soon 
reachol tlie s]>ot where Ihe warrioi-s who were to form 
the expedition liad already pi(;ketcd their liorses for 
tli3 nij;]iE, SO as to bo reaily lor an early start on the 
morrow. Stakhig my new acquisition ont n]>ou the 
plain, we retuniod fo the lodge, and my strange friend, 
handin;^ iiie a hair bi-idlfc and a biiflalo robe and 
leathcni girth, told me to get some food and return 
to his lodge in an honr, and lie would "paint "me 
for the war-i>ath. I was too much excited to eat ranch, 
and my simple meal was soon dispatched. 

On entering the temple, I had looked aronnd ap- 
pre!iens!V(?!y, ex]^)ccting to meet Wakometkla, and 
rather dreading to encounter liiin, feeling uncertain 
what sort of a reception T would meet with. The 
old medicine man, liowever, was not to be seen, and 
I wandered through the various apartments with 
which I had Iwcome so fymiliar during tlie long years 
of my captivity, wondering if this was really to be my 
last look at them, or if my doFperate scheme was to 
result in failtire, and end in my being brought back, 
perhaps to torture and death. 

It was now time for me to retnm to Ilissodccha, 
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and I started to leave tlie temple for that purpose. 
Crossing the mystery chamber, I was about to ascend 
the ladder, when a tall form suddenly emerged from 
tlie obscurity of a recess in the wall, and WakometkU 
stood before me. Tlie old man seemed strangely moT- 
ed for one of his stern nature and practical stoicism. 
Taking me by the hand, he led me to the center of 
the room, where the liglit of the sacred fire enabled 
him to more plainly dlBcem my features, and gazed 
upon me for a moment without speaking. At length he 
spoke in a low tone, unUke his usual sonorous accents: 

" So my son is not content to i-emain in peace and 
safety with me here, but longs to go forth iu search 
of adventure, and to emulate the deeds of the foolish 
young braves, who imagine tliat they are already 
great warriors ? " 

I was at a loss what to reply, but managed to mutter 
a few words expressive of my desire to take part in at 
least one war party, and assured him that I would be 
certain to return in safety. 

" Tou cannot he sure of tliat ; " said the old man, jn 
what seemed to me a sad tone, "we cannot control 
our fate ; but as yon wish to go you shall have your 
wish. At Stonhawon's request I have given my con- 
sent, and I shall sacrifice tc Quetzalcoatl for your 
speedy and safe return. Now go and complete your 
preparations, for you have no time to lose," 

So Baying, he turned and left the apartment without 
»nother word. 
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At tliis moment, despite my ardent longing to 
tscHpe from an existence tliat was loatliBome to nie, 
ind return to my own people, I eoiiid not avoid a 
feeling of regret at the idea of parting from tliis 
noble specimen of his race, to whom I was indebted for 
my life, and for tlio many acts of kindness ■wlticli liad 
rendered my captivity endurable. But the measiii-e of 
regret I felt wa^ not sufficient to turn me from my 
purpose, and rcmembenng my appointment with llis- 
ioiieuha, I hastened to fultiil it. 

In erosaing the open square before the temple, I 
met Stonhawon, wlio informed me tliat the party 
woidd start at daybreak, and warned me to be in readi- 
ness. Assuring him that there was no danger of ray 
forgetting it, I hurried to the lodge of the rencg-ade, 
whom I found in no veiy amiable humor at my delay. 
Oil explaining the cause of my detention, his ill tem- 
per was abated, and he quickly proceeded to, prepare 
me for my appearance in my new role of an Indian 
warrior. Stripping me entirely, iic invested me with 
a new pair of leggings and mocassins; leaving me 
naked to the waist. Producing a number of little 
packets containing pigments of various colors, he com- 
menced operations by painting my face, nock and 
breast blood red, and my arms and the rest of my per- • 
son that was exposed in alternate bands of black atid 
yellow. Upon my breast he delineated with consid- 
erable skill the figure of a grizzly bear ; upon my 
f(M-ehead a star, and across my face nan-ow stripes of 
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black. Mj arma lie eiieirolcd with bkek and white 
rings at i-cgiikr intervals, and then laying aside his 
colore, held nji before uie a einidl mirror, that I jnight 
view the picture 1 iireseiited. My coiiteTn|iliitJon of 
Diyseif satisfied Jiictiut I madcahoiit aa liidiioiis look- 
ing a savage as any in the village— but of that the 
reader can judge i\,t himsolf from the aecoinpaTiying 
picture, wliiuh is a very accurate i-c'iiiv^entatiou of me 
as 1 tlicii ai-peai-ed. llissodecha tinished Jits work by 
saturating my hair, which r,:ached nojirly to iny waist, 
wilha mixture ofoilar.d some bUick coloring, which ren- 
dered my appearance more savage than ever. lie thou 
bound abont my head a narrow tiHet or band of scarlet 
clotJi, and j>!accd in it two featlicrs or pinnies stained 
blue. He then stood off and viewed mo for a moment, 
and ]ironoujiccd my toilet complete, with the excep- 
tion of a few omamcnta. These he soon provided in 
the sliaiM! of a jjair of bracelets of roughly beaten gold. 
My necklace of silver, wliieh Wakometkla had placed 
upon myneckwhen he first took me in charge, I stiJl 
■wore, and t!ie I'enegade, snrveying his work with some 
complacency, rejnarkcd that no young brave of the 
party would present a finer or moro warl ike appearance 
fmin the Indian jKiint of view than myself.. He then 
presented me with a fine sempe for protection a.gaijiet 
the weather, and advising me to get what sleep I 
could, dismissed me for the night, bidding me lie 
down in his lodge upon some skins. My excitenient, 
however, was so great, tliat I found it ijnposeihle to 
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Bleep , I w;i8 imji&'Jcnt far tlic dawn, that I might be 
in motion, and leaving my hated valley prison, aa 1 
fondlj- hoped, i'or t!ie last time. 

Ttie lioiirs dragged wearily away, and it Bcemcd as 
if the nioi iiiiig would never eome ; hut at last a faint 
glinniier of light in the cast showed that the time foi 
action had eonic. I started np, and taking myeirnple 
iiorse furnitm-e, made ]ny way to where the horses 
WL're piekcted. 1 fjiind many of the warriore ah'eady 
astir and leading tljeir hoi'stjs to the water. Joining 
them, I had soon attended to the wants of my 
charger, bridled hiin, and strapping the buffalo robe 
npon his baek, I mounted hini and rode back to 
the lodge of ]Iissodueha. At, tlio same time he 
emerged from the ludge in all the full glory of his 
war paint. His. horse had ali-cjidy been bronght lip 
by one of his band, and advisiiig me to eat as hearty 
a meal as possible, he inomtted and rode down to 
where the warriors were asscnibling. IJastily devour- 
ing a few mouthiuls of tasajo, I speedily followed 
Lini, and although but a few moments liad elapsed, 
found the party almost ready to start. 

The entire pojjulation of tlie village had by tliiH 
time assembled to see us ofT, and I found myself the 
Bubjoet of some very flattering remarks as I rode 
through the throngs of women, children, and dogs, 
wliilo immediately eurrontiding the war-party were 
grouped ail the male nienihcrsof the community who 
were not of the expedition. The renegade had di 
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rected me to attach myself to liis band, and 1 accord- 
ingly did 60, being received with great cordiality by 
the younger braves, wbo complimented me on my 
warlike aspect and tine eqnipmente. Stonhawon, who 
had been holding a hurried consultation with Ton- 
saroyoo, wbo atood aloof as though not wishing to 
compromise his dignity by evincing any interest in aa 
expedition which he did not lead, now rode up and 
gave the signal for departure. Instantly the band, 
numbering about five hundred warriors, wheeled, and 
fonning with the rapidity of thought in single tile, 
the only formation used on the mai'cb by the pi-airie 
Indians, rode off at a rapid pace down the valley, 
amid the shouts and yells of those we left behind. By 
this time the sun had fully risen, and on looking back 
I could see^I|<!l the summit of the temple the usual 
group of pri (£V3 ai.ci their assistants, and among there 
I could piai:il3' ustinguJsh tlie tall tigure of "Wako- 
mctkla. 1 fancied tliat i could see him wave his liand 
as if in adieu, but it may have been only fancy, for 
the distance was too great to decide wifb certainty. 

As we rode rapidly along, I noted every object 
rendered familiar by my long residence in the valley 
with a peculiar interest, for 1 hoped that I was look- 
ing upon the well-known scene for the last time. . 

It was a glorious morning, and the exhilaration of 
the rapid motion, as my horse bore me along witk 
proud, springy step, seemed to increase my strength, 
and 1 experienced a buoyancy i)f spirits and a vigor of 
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body I liad never known before. I felt etrstngely - 
hopeful aud exultant — in fact it seemed aa if I were 
already free. 

Riding rapidly we soon reached the valley's lower 
extremity, and passing aronnd the face of the cliff 
upon the narrow ledge dcserihed in a previous chapter, 
we crossed the crest of the mountain range, and de- 
scended by a zig-zag -trail to tlie plain faeli)W. 

Our route lay directly across tlie desert to the east- 
ward, and it was vrel! into tlie afternoon before we 
bad passed it and reached the great grass prairie 
beyond. On reaching the prairie our etmrse was 
deflected to tlie norlii, and ahoiit sundown we halted 
at a spring known as the " Ojo Ccdiente" which the 
leaders of the party liad evidently selected as our 
camping grouiiit for the night. The order' to halt 
once given, we went into bivouac with marvelous 
celerity. Our horses were picketed in a wide circle 
far out upon the plain, as the gramma grass there is 
longer and more luxuriant than in the immediate 
neighborhood of the 8])nnga. Stripping our animals 
of their equipments, we bring them to within about a 
Iiundred yards of the spring. Eaeli man strikes his 
spear into the ground, and rests against it his shield, 
bow and quiver, lie places his robe or skin beside , 
it. There is his tent and bed. Tlie row of spears 
»re soon aligned njiou the prairie, forming a front of 
aevcral hundred yards, and our camp is complete. 
Mo drilled troops in the world can equ^l the rapidity 
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with which these TndmiiB form or hreak camp ; and 
jct every nioveraciit is executed without ordern, and 
as if !iy intuition. Firca were soon kiu'dled, and etrips 
of tjisiijo hroiiglit forth and cooiied. Pipes wer* 
liglitud, and the warriors sit in groups around the red 
hiazo, recounting their adventures, and laughing and 
chattering incessantly. The paint glitters upon their 
naked hoilies in the glare of the lircs ; it is a wild and 
savage scene, and yet grotestjUB in its very savageuess. 
For two hours we remain ahout the lires, some eook- 
ijig and oatiitg, others smoking, others freshening the 
liideons devices of the war ]iaint with which all are 
besmoiii-ed. Then the horse-guard is detailed, and 
marches oil to the cahalluda, and the Indians, one 
after another, spread their rohes upon tJie ground, 
tgH themselves in their serapes or blankets, and are 
soon rtslcep. Fur a time I found it impossible to sleep, 
aUhiUigli wearied with the nnaccustoineti exercise of 
tlie journey. Rudining upon my i-obe iu a half 
sitting posture, I watch the scene around me. The 
fires" have ceased to blaze, hut by the light of the 
moon I can distinguish the prostrate bodies of the 
savages. White objects are moving among them; 
they ai'o dogs, pi-owling ahout in search of the rcnjains 
of their supper. These run from point to point, 
growling at one another, and barbing at the wyutcs 
that sneak around tlie outskirts of the camp. Out upon 
the prairie the horses arc still awake and busy. I can 
hear theni stamping their hoofs aud cropping the rich 
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pasture. At intervals along the line I can Bee erect 
forms standing motionless; these are the gnardfi of 
the caballada. At length I begin to gnjw drowaj, 
and lying down upon my robe, I wrap myself in my 
iffTOpe, and in a few momenta am asieep. - 
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MT FIKST BCALP. 



f^ "WAS roused before dawn by the stir and bustle 
^ around me. On rieiug to my feet, I found tbs 
party preparing to march. Every warrior raa 
out for his horse ; the pickets were drawn, and 
the animals led in and watered. They are bridled-; 
the robes are thrown over them and gii-thed. We 
pluck up out lances, sling our quivers, seize our shicldg 
and bows, and leap lightly upon horseback. Our hne 
is already formed, aud, wheeling in our tracks, w« 
ride ofi' in single Hie to the uoi-thward. ■»»— . ______^ 

From conversation with my companions the night 
previous, I had discovered that only the leaders of the 
party knew our destination. The rank and lile wer« 
as ignorant of the intentions of their commanders m 
is usually the case amoug the armies of more civilized 
peoples. The young braves who were my eho8e» 
companions on the march and in the camp, neit/ier 
knew nor cared whither we were bound. They ex- 
pected the expedition to reeult in oiu' return with m 
abimdance of scalps and plunder, and that was ail thej 
eared about. During tbe forenoon we passed over a 
"motf-e" of prairie or park. Its surface was nearly 
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level, but it was studded here and there with clumps 
and coppices of eottonwoods and otliertreesaiidalimlja. ■ 

To the north the horizon was shut in by a lofty 
mountain chain which seemingly barred our pathway, 
altJiotigh at a great distance, and between us and tiiis 
barrier was a range of much lees elevation, such as 
«re called " foot hills " in this region. 

About noon we came upon a smal! stream which 
crossed onr line of march, running ofl' to the eastward. 
Upon its banks we halted for a short }>eriod, watering 
and feeding our horses, and satistyiiig our own appe- 
tites from onr supply of dried meat. Tliis done we 
reanmed our march. Wenowfound tlietiml>er islands 
beca^ne less freguent, and in half an hour's ride we 
left them altogether behind, and rode for several miles 
over an open plain. We saw timber ahead of us, and 
had approached within about a mile of it when one of 
the runnei-s or spice, about fifty of whom were scout- 
ing ahead, came back and reported to the chief that 
they had discovered a small herd of buffalo grazing 
upon a small prairie or sort of natural clearing be- 
yond the belt of woods. 

Although we were well provided witli dried meat, 
ilie prospect of fresh buffalo steak was not unpleasing, 
»nd a hunt was at once determined upon. 

Halting the party Stonbawon directed the renegade 
to lake his own band and join the scouts ahead. To- 
gether the bauds would constitute a hunting party of 
about one hundred warriors, quite large enough for 
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turning to the aeout ; « do you tMnk we can approaeh 
them ! " 

"No," said Hanatamauh, "there is not cover 
enough ; and besides, they are getting further away 
from the bushes as they feed." 

" Wliat then ? " asked Hissodecha ; " we ean^ mn 
them ; they would be off through the thicket in a mo- 
ment, and we would lose, them all." 

" Yea," rephed the scout, " that ia certain; but wo 
can get them for all that. I never saw a better place 
for a ' surround,' and it will take but a short time to 
get your bi-aves in position." 

" True,"* said Hissodecha, " if the tvind is right. 
How is it ! " . 

" There is noue," said the scout taking a feather 
from his head-dress and tossing it in the air. " You 
Bee it falls direct." 

" I see," said Hissodecha ; " let us divide the men. 
We have enough to pen them in completely. You 
can guide one-half of them to their stands. I will go 
with the rest. Ton, Tahtecbadahair," he continued, 
" had better bring up jour horse and stay where you 
are. It is about as good a stand as you can get. You 
will have to wait patiently, as it may be an hour be- 
Ibre all are placed. When you hear the signal, which 
will be the hunter's whistle, you may gallop forward 
and do your best. If we enoceed we shall have plenty 
of sport and a good supper, and I suppose yon are 
ready for that by this time," 
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Tlie renegade now left rue, followed by the scout, 
And went back to tlie rest of the party. Tlieir inieii- 
tioii wiiB to soi>arate tlie band into two equal jjartk-g, 
and each taking mi opposite direction, to place lutii at 
re^'ular intervals around the prairie. Tliey \v<iuld keep 
iu the ciiaparrai while on the march, aud only discover 
tltcmseiveti when the signal was given. In this wav, 
if the hiiHaJoes did not take the alarm, we should bo 
almost c'srtain of Boeuring the entire herd. 

As 80oa as II issodedia left me, I selected my hunt- 
ing arrows, which, unlike, tliose used for war, are not 
poisi)ned. Then I brought up my horse, and havin" 
nothing else to do, I remained seated u^ton hie back 
■watching the animals as they fed on, unaware of tlieir 
danger. 

The screaming of birds who flew up from the thicket 
sliowed that the hunters were proceeding to their 
stands. Now and then an old bull, standing like a 
sentinel on the outskirts of the herd, would snufi' the 
wind and strike the ground violently witli his hoof aa 
though suspecting that sometliing was wrong ; but the 
others did not seem to mind him and kept on cropping 
the luxuriant grass. Suddenly an object made ita 
appearance, emerging from the motts in the center of 
the prairie. It looked like a buffalo calf proceeding 
to join the others. As usual, a pack of coyotes went 
sneaking around the herd, and these, on perceiving the 
calf, made an instant attack upon it. To my surprise, 
it eeenicd to %bt its way through them, and soon- 
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Tlie renegade now left me, followed by the K^ont, 
fcod wont back to the rest of tlie party. Their inten- 
tion was to separate the band into two equal j)arti<;a, 
and ca<:h taking an oiiiX)site direction, to place mvi\ at 
rejrnlar inturvals around tlie prairie. They woukl keep 
in the chaparral while on the march, and only discover 
tlieineelvea when the signal waa given. In this wav, 
if the Iniii'aloes did not take the alarm, we should he 
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ing arrows, which, uTilike. those used for war, are not 
poisiined. Then I brought up my horse, and having 
nothing else to do, I remained seated irpon his back 
watching the animals as they fed on, unaware of their 
danger. 

The screaming of birds who flew up from the thicket 
showed that the hunters were proceeding to tlieir 
stands. Now and then an old bidl, standing like a 
sentinel on the ontskirte of the herd, would snuft' the 
wind and strike the ground violently wit^ hia hoof aa 
though suspecting that something was wrong ; but the 
others did not seem to mind him and kept on cropping 
the luxuriant grass. Suddenly an object made ibt 
appearance, emerging from the motU in the center of 
the prairie. It looked like a buffalo calf proceeding 
to join the others. As usual, a pack of coyotes weni 
sneaking around the herd, and these, on perceiving the 
ealf, made an instant attack npon it. To ray surj^rise^ 
it seemed to light its way through them, and soon 
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joined the herd and was I^t to view among them, i 
thought no Tiiortj of it, and waa wonderirg how mnuk 
longer I would have to wait for the signal, when I 
noticed that the buffaloes were lying down one after 
another. 

In a few minutes eight or ten were stretched upon 
tJie tiirt; and 1 observed that thej fell suddenly ae if 
shot, and some of tlietu appeared to kick and etniggle 
Tiolently. I had lieard of a curioiia habit of these 
annuals kno\ni as " wallowing," and concluded this 
must he it. As I had never witnessed this manceuvre, 
I watched them as attentively as possible, bat the high 
grass prevented me from seeijig much. At all events, 
I thought, the " surround " will be complete before 
they get ready to move, and I waited patiently for 
the signal. 

The buffaloes etiM continued to lie down one after 
another, and at length the last one of the herd stretched 
himself upon the prairie. At this instant the shrill 
notes of the Indian whistle reached iny ears, and a 
wild yell arose from all sides of the prairie. I ui^ 
my horse forward; a hundred others had done the 
eame, all yelling at the top of their voices as they shot 
out of the tldeket. Filled with the wild excitement ' 
im:ident to sucii a scene, I galloped forward with my 
bow strung and arrows ready, intent upon having the 
first shot. To my Bur[>ri8e the builaloes did not stir. ■• 
The Indians closed in, yelling as they came, and w ■ 
pulled up our horses in the very midst of the prostrate 
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herd. 1 sat upon my horse as if Bpell-botmd, looking 
about me in coQBtematiou and wonder. Before me 
lay the bodies of the buffaloes, and I seized with a 
BuperstitiouB awe when 1 perceived that every one of 
them was dead or dying. Blood flowed from their 
mouths and nostrils, and fi'om wounds in the side of 
each the red eti'eam trickled down. The praiiie ear- 
pet was dyed with it. 

My companions seemed at first as much surprised as 
myself, but some of the more astute quickly divined 
the mystery and commenced looking about with keen 
scrutiny. Suddenly the renegade urged his horse for- 
ward, and ou turning to see what he had discovered, 
I saw the buffalo calf, whose existence I had tor a 
time forgotten. The calf had been copcealed behind 
the carcass of one of the buffaloes, but now appeared 
to be endeavoriug to make ofi iiito the timber. 

Hissodecha rode up to it, evidently intending to 
pierce it with his lance, when the animal suddenly 
reared up, utteringa wild human scream. The shaggy 
hide was thrown aside, and a naked savage appeared, 
holding up his arms as if pleading for mercy. IliB 
appeal was a vain one, however, for the ruthless rene- 
gade pinned him to the earth with a thrust of -his 
Lmce, End, springing from his horse, finished liiiii with 
his tomahawk. He then scalped him, and, remounts 
ing his horse, directed some of the warriors to scour 
the prairie, as they might find another "calf" con- 
cealed in the long grass. With the rest of the party 
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he rode up to the moUe, and they quickly formed in 
a circle, around it. Familiar as I had become with 
Indian cmelty, I felt a sensation of horror and disgust 
at tills cool shedding of blood, and I baited irreso- 
lutely by the body of the dead Indian. He lay 
stretched upon liia back, naked to the breech clout, 
the red stream flowing trom the lance wound in his 
side. His limbs quivered, but it was in the last spasm 
of departing life. 

The hide in which he had been disguised lay near 
him, where he had flung it at the moment he was dis- 
covered. Beside him were a bow and soveral arrows. 
The latter were covered with blood, the feathers 
steeped in it and clinging to the shafts. They had 
pierced the bodies of the buffaloes, passing entu'ely 
through. Each arrow had taken many lives. 

I was still contemplating the dead man, when a yell 
from the r/iotte atti'acted my attention, and I rode 
thither. I reached the spot just in time to see the 
body of another Indian dragged out from the thick 
undergrowth, and his forttmate slayer, who happened 
to be one of the younger braves, took the scalp with 
great complacency, as it was his first trophy of the 
kind. The Indians evidently believed that another of ' 
the Om/otero3 or Wolf Apaches, for to this tribe the 
two dead savages were declared to belong, was con- 
cealed in the thicket, for they were formed in a sort 
of irregular circle aroimd the copse, peering into it 
from every direction. Hissodecha now ordered the 
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warriors to close in from every directica and Bflfircli 
the tltitkct. In this niantouvre I found myBclf com- 
peted to take part, as otherwise I would have incurred 
the stigma of cowardice. We dismounted from our 
horses and pressed loto the thicket Irom all sides. 
For a lew seconds nothing could be hoard but tlie 
cracking of the undergrowth as we forced our way 
tlirough it. Suddenly a yell arose from the side 
opposite to my position, and almost instantly a tliird 
Coyotero sprang from a dense cluinp of willows near 
the spring, and made for the opening. It chanced 
that I was directly in his path, and he was rushing 
upon me with upraised knife. Strong as might be 
my repugnance to taking human life, the iuatinct of 
self-preservation was still stronger, and before he 
could reach mc I had pierced him with an arrow, and 
he fell dead almost at my feet. In an instant the 
warriors had gathered around me, and 1 was being 
congratulated upon my bravery and skill. Not feel- 
ing particularly proud of the achievement, I was 
about to remount my horse, when Uiesodechs re- 
minded me that I had neglected to scalp the fallea 
foe ; 80 I was compelled Xo perform that operation, 
which I did rather clumsily. A thorough search 
tlirough the thicket and over the prairie haWng satis- 
fied ray savage compauions that no more of the Coyo^ 
teros had been present, we returned to the dsad hulift- 
Iocs and began skinning and cutting thcin up. 

StonhawoQ soon arrived with the remainder of the 
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band, and as if was nearly Biindown, we enwiniped 
upon the spot; the epriiig fimiislihig water, and tlie 
grass of the prairie ait ahmidaiice of ricli fy^.J for IJie 
liorsos. As tor onreelveB, we feasted in true savage 
fasiiioii, finding the fresh steaks, tongues, and hump 
ribs a decided iniproveineiit upon the tasajo which 
had previously been car diet. 

I was compelled to listen toniany encoiniums upon 
my courage and dextenty, and some of tlic young 
braves ventured tJ.e opiiiiun that Tahteekadahair 
would soon be as great a warrior as Jliseodeclia. 

Painfidiy inipi-esscd by tlie scene of slaughter, in 
which J had been an uiiwiiling participant, I h^ld my- 
self aloof as much as possible from the merry groups 
around the camp tires, and at an early hour wrapped 
myself in my blanket, and wearied by the fatigue and 
excitement of the past two days, I was soon buried in 
a heavy and dreamless sleep, which continued until 
the dawn of another morning again compeiled me to 
come forth ; and this time it was not as an inexperieuo- 
od brave, but as an acknowledged warrior ; for I had 
fllaiu an enemy and taken my hrst seaip. I cannot say, 
however, that my increase of notoriety was a aohrce 
of satisfaction to mo, but qnite the contrary. 

Somewhat to my surprise we remained by the tiwtie 
spring for three days. This was necessary in order to 
convert the buffalo meat into tasajo, as we had not s 
■ullicient anpply for our purpose. 

On the evening of the third day, the meat being 
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Bufficiently " cured," we " struck camp " and rode off 
to the north until we had reached the chain of momi- 
tains which crossed our path. Here we turned to the 

eastward, and joumejed along their base intending to 
cross at a well known pass about twenty miles above. 
Reaching it at nightfall wo again encamped, design- 
ing to pass the mountain range tlie next mormng. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

THB ITBABT 07 THE OBEBN OOBH. 

(^pfHE fields, or more properly speakiog, the patchei 
1^) of com were quickly ripening, thanka to the 
^3 arduoHB efforts of Wakadahme and his wonder- 
s' fill arrow, and the whole tribe was waiting im- 
patiently the time when the signal should announce 
that the feast of the green com was about to com- , 
mence. Noxt-to fighting, your Indian likes eating; 
about one half of his time ia employed in catering to 
the craving of his stomach. When not engaged in 
fighting his enemies, or marauding in the vicinity of 
the Mexican border-towns, he occupies his energies in 
the hunt or chase. At the time of my enforced resi- 
dence among the Apaches, they wore not restricted and 
confined to reservations as at present. They consid- 
ered themselves masters of the country which they in- 
habited, and were free to roam in any direction their ' 
fancy might dictate. When in search of game, they 
would scour the plains to the northward, and on some 
oeeasions would penetrate deep into the country at 
their enemies, the Crows and Blackfeet. Numerous 
encioiiuterfl would result from this intrusion on the 
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righto of others. At times they would meet 'and re- 

. puiee tlieir opponents, and continue the hunt, retura 
laden with the thiits of the chase, and girdles plenti 
fully garnished with their victim's scalps. 

At 8u<!h times, their return home partook of the 
character of an ovation ; fires would be lighted, tbod 
pi-t'pai-ed in abundance, and high revelry be the order 
of the day, GatJiered around the council iires, with 
an eager and attentive multitude of old men, women 
and children, eoiislituting themselves an audleuca 
the bi-aves would indulge in tlie most fantasiie and 
highly eoloi-ed narratives of their deeds of valor and 
heroic bearing in the presence of an enemy. Seated 
m a circle around the blazing Urc, and smoking their 
day pipes, each one in turn would relate the inci- 
dents of his particular case, reciting the most improb- 
able deeds of valor, and ending up, rsually, prith the 
oft-told tale, of how he gained his sobriquet. 

His listeners had doubtless heard the same story on 
'many similar occasions, but repetition lias no horror 
for an Indian, and judging from the flattering silence 
with which his speech is received, and the many com- 
plimentary expressions with which he is greeted at its 
close, one would at once conlcude that the remark? 
weie new and original. Coasting is an Indian's weak 
point; given a listener, and the amount of bombast 
and moch heroic-s wliidi he will inflict on one, sim- 
ply staggers belief. 

If, on the contrary, the hunting party has not been 
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nceessfnl, but defeat and misfortmie has been theif 
portion, then the scene ib changed. In place of feast- 
ing and revelry, tliey are greeted with a' death-like 
•ilence, and, as the remnant of the party tieiile through 
the village, they are objects of the closest scrutiny by 
anxious mothers and wives. -Ifihe kefe^ eyes of love, 
•oarch in vain for the form of him, who a few weeks be- 
fore ieft the village in the glory and vigor of ipanhood, 
a heart-rending wail goes up, which is instantly echoed 
by the aesembled women, until the welkin reaouods 
with mournful cries. As on more joyful oecaions, a 
rush is made in tlie direction of the council lodge, and it 
tlien becomes the puuful duty of the survivors to re- 
bate their mishaps, and Ik>w such and such an one met 
the enemy with his accustomed bravery, and fore- . 
m^t fighting, fell. 

In these recitals, the party in question always meet a 
foe who vastly outnumbers them, and according to their 
account, their opponents always suffer terribly in slain, 
and woul^ have eventually been overcome, -aii^ com- 
pletely routed, had not some trifling accident — which 
coutd not be forseen — occun-ed to mar the effects of 
their stunning prowess. 

I have never seen an Indian fight, and am not able 
to judge of their actions on the iield of battle, bnt, if 
observations of tlie red man in his home, is any cri- 
terion, 1 should venture the opinion that an Apache 
would liglit valiantly under one condition, naiiiciy : 
when his party were numerically stronger than the op- 
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posing force. I Ihlut thej have a just appreciation of 
tie FalstafflaD method of conducting -warfare, and ate 
firmlj convinced tliat '• lie who tightt and miM away," 
has better opportunities for glory, rapacity and booty, 
another day. 

As these pages are being written, the country is 
again startled by the news of fresh Indian outrages, 
■ this time, against the constituted authority of the conn, 
try, and close on the heels of the news of the reopen- 
ing of Indian hostilities, comes the thrilling intelli- 
gence that a General has been shot in cold blood, and 
whilst under the protecting and sacred influence of a 
flag of truce. Such dastardly and treacherons con- 
duct, thrills one with a righteons indignation, and we 
are more than ever impressed iith the belief that 
measures, the most rigorous, should be instituted, and 
that the goverment should put to one side any feelings 
of mawkish sentimentaUty, and mete out to these red- 
handed savages the retribution their deserts merit 

The case tmder consideration is only o»e among 
many How many immigrant trains dragging their 
slow length "over the trackless and boundless prairies, 
have met a simihir &te ; and then- misfortune nevei- 
so much as heard of. Whole viUages ou the 
borders have been attacked, captured and pillaged ; 
their inhabitants murdered in cold blood, or carried" 
offintoo captivity that was worse even than the knife 
of the savage. Whocanconnttho lonely viethns who 
have been waylaid on theu- toilsome Jouniey, by a 
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party of howling savages, and being surrounded, be- 
fore they were aware almost of the presence of an 
enemy, set upon and brained in the most cruel man- 
ner, and their bodies left weltering in their own gore^'^ 
a repast for wolves and coyotes— horrible reflection ; 
to tliink of the numbers who have suffered this fate, 
and died unknelled, uncoffined, and unknown ; while 
their murderera were these same gentle red children, 
of whose interests the government has exercised such 
a watcliful care, guarding them against the rigors of 
winter by a plentiful supply of food and blankets, and - 
during the spring fnrnisbing them with powder and 
the-most improved fire-arms, that they might thereby 
be enabled to steal forth from their reservation, prey 
on helpless travelers, and returning covered witli the 
blood of their white brotliers; praise their Great 
Father at Washington, and tbaiik him, through their 
agent, for the many inestimable gifts he has placed in 
their hands, by whose judicious use they have gratified 
their dominant passions, and turned many a happy 
home into a chamber of mourning. 

Out upon such a policy ! War, to the bitter end, is 
the only "policy" that should be for a moment enter- 
tained, in dealing with these fiends ; and when they ' 
are at last ejrterminated off the face of the earth, it 
may, perhaps, be safe for a man to undertake to travel 
through hia own land. My readers may think I speaK 
with undue heat on this subject, but the memory*of 
my sufferings and trials, during the time that I ro- 
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mained among the ApacLes, make it almost impera- 
tive tliat I sliouM epcak freely and witliout reserve. 

Those who are at home, and surrounded hy the 
profecting iiifl.uenee of a lather's or husband's care, 
eamiot fully appreciate the perils and degradation con- 
sequent upon a life of bondage, and I sincerely trust 
that, it- may never be tUeir misfortune to underg* 
eiinilar experiences. 

1 must apologize for this lengthy digroseion, and 
■will hereafter endeavor to keep mo.-e closely to the 
tliread of iiiy narrative. 

As before stated, the Indians always made the most 
extensive preparations for the feast of the green com - 
and it was looked forward to with the most eager 
anticipations.. 

Several weeks before the com had fairly ripened, 
the head chief and medicine men met in conclave, a,ni 
decided on what measures were to be pursued dnring 
the festivities. In most instances, a few of the older 
women of the tribe were selected, and appointed tn 
watch the patches of com attentively. Every morn- 
ing they wsre required to pick a few ears of corn, and 
without dividing the husk, bring it to the medicine 
chief, Eeh-tohk-pah-shee-pee-shah (the black moccasin),'" 
who would examine it, and if it was not deemed suffi- 
ciently ripe, they would be dismissed with an injunc- 
tibn to appear again on the tbllowing morning, with 
another handful of freshly gathered com. This per- 
formance was continued until the samples examined 
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•were conaiflered to have amved at a stage^f Bufficient 
ripenesa, when the fact waB anoounced by crieir, wlio 
TFCiit through the village proclaiming the joyM iutel- 
ligence. 

For several days previons to thfe annoancement of 
thiB gratifyiug news, the Indianajhad subiected them- 
selves to a thorongh purgation, ueiog for this purpose a 
decoction of various bitter roots and herbs, which they 
termed asveola (the black drink). This course of 
treatment enabled them to attack the. corn with 
ravenous appetites, and to gorge themseivea nutil 
thej could scarcely move. 

On the (^pointed day the tribe are ali assembled, 
and iu the center of the lodge a kettle is hnng over a 
tire, and tilled mth the coveted grain. This is well 
boiled, and offered to the Great Spirit as a saeritiee. 
Tliis is an imperative ceremony, and must be per- 
formed before any one can indulge the cravings of his 
appetite. During the time that the cauldron is boil- 
ing, four chiefs aud mystery men dance around the 
steaming kettle. They are painted with white clay, 
and in one hand they hold a stalk of the' com, while 
with the other they grasp the rattle. As they move 
around the fire, they chant a wietd song of thanks- 
giving, taking particular pains to remiad the Great 
Spii-it that they are doing all this in his honor, and 
restraining then- appetites that ho may be pleased, 
and propitiated, to the extent of furnishing them with 
» bountiful supply during the ensuing season. 
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Whilst the medicine men are pciforming in this 
mafincr, a riiimbor cif others furm in a circle, outside 
of the inner one, and M-ith stalks of corn in each hand, 
go throngli a soniewiiat similar ceremony. Wooden 
bowls are plated on the gi-oiind immediately ander a 
tn]ii>d, formed by joining together three poles, ol 
ahoiit twelve feet in length, which are also omaiucnted 
with onr'B of corn. In each of the bowls is placed a 
Bpoon, made of tlie horn of the buffalo, or mountain 
sheo]), in which the feast is to he served. The dance 
iscontinned until the chiefs decide the corn is sufficient- 
ly boiled ; when, at a given signal, the dance is stopjjed 
for a few minutes, and again reemned, tliie time to a 
diff'eient tune. Then the- master of ceremonies re- 
moves the smoking vegetable" and places it upon 
a small scailbld of sticks, which they erect over 
the fire. 

Having done this, the jirsi fire is removed, and tlie 
ashes are gathered and buried. A new fire is then 
made in the place occupied by the 'old one. The new' 
one is started by a yery painful" process. 

Three men seat themselves on the ground, facing 
each other, and procuring a hard block of wood, com- 
mence drilling violently with a stick, by roiling ,it 
between the palms of the hand. Each one catches it 
in turn from the other, without allowing the motion 
to stop, until smoke, and at last, a spark of tire is 
seen, and caught in a piece of punk, whereat there ia 
great rejoicing among the bystanders. When this fire 
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ie kindled, the kettle is again placed over the tire, and 

refilled with the vegetable. 

Now the feast begins, an onslaught is made on the 
contents of the pot, and the Indians rush off in all 
directiona to devour the corn. Soon fixes are biazing 
in every lodge, and all are indulging in the grossest 
gluttony. This feast lasts until the com is exhausted, 
or becomes too hard to eat with any degree of comfort. 
When an Indian has gorged himself to the fuUeat 
capacity, he hae recourse to his asceola, and is soon 
in a condition to recommence with as much vigor as at 
first. 

These scenes filled me with disgust, and I often 
thought how happy those brutes would be if they were 
only endowed with the wonderful attributes of that 
little sea monster, the' polyp, who, when his body is 
cut in half, suiters no inconvenience, but gormandizes 
as much as ever, with this advantage, that' the food, 
instead of remainiug in his stomac}i, passes out at the 
other end ; thus allowing him to indalge in the 
pleasure of gluttony, without the inconvenience of 
being gorged. 
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CHAPTER XXTl. 

DANSES AHEAD. 

f^E Started again at early dawn, and eoinmencod 
J the passage of the dclile through the motintaiu. 
i The pass was tortuous aud rugged, but as we 
roJe in single file we experienced but little diffi- 
culty, and after about three hours of alternate ascents 
and descents, we gained its outlet and debouched upon 
the plain beyond. Is was a timber prairie, studded 
with mottea of tall (.'Ottonwoods, and bisected near ita 
center by f small stream. A heavy belt of timber 
fringed the northern horizon, and towards this we di- 
rected onr course. 

As we were now liable to come in contact with hos- 
tile partiflB of other tribes, Stonhawon exercised great 
caution. Nearly a hundred runners or spies were 
sent in advance, while the main body advanced slowly ; 
the chief receiving frequent reports from the scouts. , 
About ten o'clock wo halted on the banks of the 
arroyo, and while watering onr auimaia, one of the 
scouts returned and made some communication to onr 
leader. In a few moments it became known to the 
entire band tliat a laJge war party of Arrapahoes had 
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been discovered alietid. Beyond the belt of timber 
•w": a large grass prairie, a favorite hauut of the biii- 
luju, and upon tliis the Arrapahocs had baited to huiit, 
md after getting a good supply of meat, were en- 
gaged in converting it into ta&ijo, preparatory to an 
•xtended raid upon the tribes to the southward. 

It is probable tliat we, oiirseives, were intended to 
nccive their polite attentions, but if this had been 
their object it was frustrated by the fact tliat we were 
•ut upon the same errand as regarded themselves. 

At the eastern extremity of the prairie, a mountain 
rose from tlie plain ; it was an isolated peak of small 
altitnde, its height being but a few hundred feet, and 
in shape ahnost a perfect " sngar leaf." The belt of ■ 
timber which fon#ed the southern boundary of the 
prairie, extended to tlie mountain, and fringed its 
base. Near the foot of tlie mountain tlie Arrapaboes 
were in bivouac, tlieir horses grazing upon the plain. 
Long rows of stakes and tinea were erected, and upon 
these ,tlie baifaio meat was hung in strips, and was 
fast blackening in the hot sun. Evidently a few more 
hours would complete the process of its conversion 
into tasajo. A number of fires were kindled near the 
base of the mountain, and around these were grouped 
the Arrapahoe warriors, engaged in the usual Indian 
pastime of eating. A more f^orable opportunity 
for attack could not be wished, provided we could 
tpproaeh near enough to take them by enrprise ; but 
to effect that, promised to be difficult, as wo would 
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certainly bo Been the instant wo passed tlie timber ; 
and in that case, eurprise would, of conree, be out of 
the qnestion. 

Our leaders, Stonhawon and Hissodecha, stood 
apart, a])parentiy holding a sort of " council of war." 
Their conference, however, was quickly ended; the_ 
renegade made some proposition to which Stonawon 
seemed to assent, for he signed ns to mount, and we 
instantly teauraed our march. In a few miantes I 
v/as able to fathom their design from the coiiree 
taken. Skirting the belt of timber, and "screened 
by it from the views of the Arrapahoea, we directed 
our coarse towards the lone peak. The timber belt . 
was perhaps -two hundred yards in width, and filled 
■with a dense iindergrawth. In Itf shadow the spies 
crept along its northern margin, moving parallel 
to. oar conrse, and keeping a close watch npon the 
enemy. The renegade's plan seemed to be to ap- 
proach them as closely as possible under cover of the 
forest, and then make a sudden dash, taking them by 
eorpriso, and effecting their utter rout. As events 
showed, I had jndged coiTOctly of the intentions of 
our leaders, or at least partially so ; but there was 
*lie detail of the plan, which I had not thought of, 
which was presently put in exe<^tion. Aft«r riding 
slowly for about tw) hou/s we reached the point, 
trended ofl'to the north, and encircled the mountain. .,- 
Here Stonhawon halted the main body, but the band 
of Hissodecha, which numbered about sixty warriors, 
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was reinforced by about the same number detailed 
from tlie chiefs pai-ty aud sent roiiiid the mountain 
to attack the enemy in the rear. I was about running 
off witli this party, when Stonhawon beckoned to mc, 
and on my riding up to him, directed me to remain 
with him, I was (^uite surprised at tills, and looked 
towards Hiesodeclia, expecting that he would urge 
that I be permitted to accompany him ; but to my 
still gi-eater curprise, he did not seein to notice me at 
all, and with his band soon disappeared behind a spur 
of the mountain. I had little opportunity, however, 
to reflect upon this circumstance, for our party was 
quickly put in motion, and passing through the wood, 
were soon ragged along its outer margin, sheltered 
from view by the thicket, and awaiting the signal to 
charge upon the foe. 

We were barely two himdrod yards from their posi- 
tion, and could plainly distinguish the varied hues 
and designs of the war paint upon tlieir persons. 
Their number was about equal to our own, and with 
the advantage of a suiprise, it seemed probable that 
we might utterly destroy them. 

Like hounds held in the leash, we awaited the sig- 
nal — at last it came — the shrill notes of the wir. 
whistle, pierced the air, and it was instantly followed 
by the wild intonation of the Camanche war whoop, 
as we burst forth from the timber and charged with 
headlong fury upon the foe. For a moment I thought 
that the surprise would be complete, for our sudden 
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appearanco seemed like'.y to completely deiiioraliza 
the enemy. 

Bill tlie Arraisalioee, although greatly Burprised and 
alarmed at our sudden onslaught, showed no signs of 
panic, indeed, it is next to impossible to really eiir- 
prise an Jiidian. A few of those that were nearest to 
as woTO ridden down, transfixed with lanees, or brain- 
ed by blows from our war eliibs and battle axes ; but 
tlie larger number, hastily plucking up their lancet 
and seizing their other weapons, rushed for their 
horses, and befo"re we couW reach them were mounted 
and forming to receive ua. Hiding at a headlong 
pace, a few seconds brought us upon them, and we 
closed at full speed. A confused and deadly mdee 
followed, the combat being mainly hand to hand. 
Blows and lance thrusts were exchanged, arrows 
whistled through the air, ghaetiy wounds were given 
and received; the air resounded with the groans of 
wounded and dying men, and the wild war cries of 
the contending warriors. Exactly what i did I hardly 
know, so great was the excitement and confusion. I 
know that I gave and received blows, and mechani- 
cally defended myself from the attacks made upon 
me ; bnt the incidents of that brief yet terrible 
struggle seem like a dream to me now. 

The impetus of our first charge had earned na en- 
tirely through the enemies line. "We then whet-led 
and charged them anew; and this manoiuvre was 
repeated many times. 
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Our adversaries eeemed to be getting decidedly the 
worse of tlio conflict, and we could see nninietiikalile 
»if;iis of an inclination on tlioir jiarfto take rofngo in 
f.iiriit, w-hen Bomothing seemed to suddenly change 
tlieir determination, and they again assaultod us with 
renewed fnry. We were not long in discovering the 
cause; during the tight we had many time* changed 
positions with our adi'ersaries, and we were now facing 
towards the mountain. Attracted by a noise in our 
rear, we glanced in that direction, to behoM a eigUt 
tliat tilled us with dismay, 

Ajijiroaching ns at full speed was a party of fnlly 
one imndrtjd Arrapahoee, evidently a detachment from 
tlie tjaTid we were lighting. Coming froni the north, 
they iiad got within a quarter of a miie of ns before 
we had discovered tliem, the tnmnlt and conftision 
of the conflict preventing us from perceiving them 
sooner. 

As Ilissodecha and hie ]mrty, from some unacconnt- 
able delay, '.lad not arrived upon tlie gronnd, our 
position was a perilons one. In a moment, the new 
enemies would he upon us, and without doubt wo 
would be overwhelmed. Instant action on our part, 
was imperitive; and our leader, with ready perception* 
of that fact, gave the signal to close in together and 
■ charge nijon our immediate opponents. 

AVith a wild yell we rushed upon them, breaking 
tiirouyh their bne, and retreating rapidly towards the 
Wie of the mountain. Here a iiumber of large rocS:8 
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had faUen upon the plain from the cliffs above, aiid 
laid in audi positions as to form a sort of natural 
breastwork. Indeed, -tlie masses of rock, irom th^ir 
peculiar formation and grouping, bad a striking re- 
sembiance to the ruins of some vast building. 

Behind these roekj- bulwarks, we sheltered our- 
selves, and prepared to receive the attack which we 
felt sure the Arrapalioes, strengthened by their oppor- 
tune reinforcement, would certainly make upon us. 
Indeed, we could see tliat they were prepai-iuf,' to do 
so, and I, having by tliis time had quite cnougb of 
fighting, was awaituag the assault with dread, when I 
was suddenly caUed by Stouliawon. Hastening to 
his side, as he sat on his horse, he directed me to 
accompany one of the yoimg braves who was stand- 
ing by him, and had apparently received his instruc- 
tions. These the chief repeated for my benefit. ^Yo 
were to ascend the mountain, with all possible speed, 
and send up from its summit a "signal smoke," to 
hasten the amval of Hisaodecha and his party, still 
unaccoiiutabJy delayed. 

Leaving our horses and most of our weapons with 
the party, we set off at once; the wild yells of the 
Arrapahoes, as they advanced to the attack, ringing 
m our ears, and being echoed by the defiant war-cry 
of the Camanches, as the Uttei prepared to receive 
the onslaught - 
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CHAPTER XXVIl. 

THB EeCAPK. 

jjjf CRNIiYG in the direction of the monutaiu, we 
^^ put our horses into a liard run, and in a few 

f moments were tearing our way through the 
inezquitc bushes that fringed its base. Tlie 
undergrowth became denser aa we advanced, and it 
was found advisable to abandon the ponies and forge 
ahead on foot. The safety of our party depended in 
a great measure on the celerity of our movements. 
Hastily dismounting, and tying the cattle to some 
sturdy sage bashes, we continued our ascent, and it 
was not many minutes before we had reached a por- 
tion of the mountain that shelved out over the ravine, 
thus forming an admirable position for the signal 
operations. My companion briefly explained the 
method of smoke signals, which were made by gather- 
ing a quantity of very dry underbrush for the fire, and 
green twigs, boughs of pine, balsam, and hemlock, 
being placed upon the blazing wood, covers the 
flame and throws off a dense smoke that may be seen 
at great distances. After ascertaining hia views, aad 
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reeeiring my instnictioiiB, I plunged into tJie wood 
and busied myself collecting materials for our tele- 
gi'S]>!i oiMjnitioiis. It was not long before we bad % 
Eurtieieut (juantity of material gathered, and plat-itig 
the dry wood in endi a manner that it might be 
eiieiiy ignited, my companion produced his tinder 
apparatus, and wae soon at work drilling the block of 
hard wood, and frantit-ally endeavoring to eoax a 
Bparli that niigl't set the pile in a blaze. 

As few, if any, of my readers understand tlie 
meihod hy whidi Indiana light their fires, I will 
hat;tily describe it. The Indian ie unfamiliar with 
tlie use ot matches ; even the more primitive liuit and 
steel is a scaled booi; to him ; hcnee he resorts to a 
very simple but iaborions contrivance. Each Indian 
supplies himeclf with two dried stalks of the Mexican 
soap plant, about three-fourths of an inch in diaujeter. 
Otic ie made ilat on one side ; near the edge of the 
fliit suifacc a small indentation is made to rsceivc tht 
jxiint of the other stiiik, and a groove cut from this 
down tlio side. The other stick is made with a rounded 
end, and placed upright u]>on the first. Placing the 
stick with a 3at snrfaco between the feet, the point of 
the other is i>laccd in the hole made to receive it, and 
turning it between the pahns with a batikward and 
forward motion, and pressing the point forcibly int# 
the lower stick, a iiue powder is made, which rana 
thrnuijh the groove and falls on the ground. By cod- 
etant and rapid motion the wood begins to Biiioke. 
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and at lenirtli the fine partidca take fii-e; the spark is 
•OOH nursed into a daiue, and the bnishwood igiiHed, 
In this manner our lire was lighted, and Jiuaiiirif; up 
the pine and lieniloek bouglia, tlie eurrounding atmos- 
phere was one dense eioiid of smoke. Stealing tu the 
very edge of tlie eliif, I jieei-ed over and anxiiiusly 
scanned the plain bel'iw. I could see Stonhuwun's 
band fighting desperately with their fees, who, by 
their superior numbera, were overpowering the Ca- 
Dianehes. ImmeJiateiy behind the belt of timber, 
»nd to the left of the contending laetions, was tlie 
party comprising the band under the leadership of 
Ilisaodeeha. Tiiey were moving cautiously aromid 
the timber, and had not aa yet observed the signal. 
Once more the' signal was worked, tins time sending 
up a denser cloud than before. It was observed by 
the ambnsbcd p^rty ; they drew rein, and after a hasty 
eonsiiitatioii, turned and retraced their steps. The 
movement was not executed any too soou^ aa the main 
party were retreating before the successful assault of 
the enemy, and endeavoring to gain the friendly wver 
•f the wood. Ilisaodeeha pressed rapidly forward, 
and emerging on the plain, swooped down upon the 
ilank of the victorious Arrapahoes. This sudden- 
movement entirely changed the aspect of affairs. The 
Arrajiahoes Pill back precipitately in tlie direction of 
tlie ravine, hoping by this means to gain shelter, and 
if the worst came to the worst, disband and s'jatter 
•ver the mountain. 
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It was a tlirilliiig scene, and I almost wished I was 
one iimong them. 

Onr mission was accomplished, and my companion 
intimated that we should descend the mountain and 
join the war-party. As we descended, the Camanehe 
preceded me, pushing hie way through the bushes with 
a rapidity only acquired by long ])ractiee. 

Suddenly the thought flashed across my mind tliat 
now, if ever, was my golden opportunity. What 
would there be to prevent my braining the Indian in 
his tracks and then esca]>c! It was a savage and 
brutal alternative, to be sure; but it was my only 
cliatipjj, and I might wait years in vain before another 
opportunity would present itself. As I re\olved the 
seberae in my mind, my hand went instinctively to 
my belt and grasped the tomahawk. I tivimbled with 
excitement, and as if to keep pace with my thoughts, 
my steps quickened, and a tew strides brought me close 
upon my victim. My quick and labored breathing must 
have attracted hie attention, as, suddenly wheeling, he 
confronted me, and evidently read the murderous 
intention in my eye, he sprang lightly to one side, 
and unsliealhing his knife, stood as if expecting an 
attack. Simultaneously with this action, I drew ii^y 
tomahawk and rushed upon him, aiming a blow at his 
head. He adroitly parried it with his arm, but in so 
doing received a severe wound in the shoulder. Dart- 
ing at me, he clutched my ann, and twining hie hmbs 
about my pei-son, made a desperate endeavor to bring 
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i.ic t(j the ground. The toraabawk wae of no UBe 
now; I allowed it to fall from my gi'asp, and with the 
disengaged hand clutched my knife. 

ily antagonist's superior strength began *o tell. I 
felt powerleEo, alid his eyes gleamed with liendiel: 
trinmph. He raised the ehlning blade prej itiratory to 
iiieathing it in my body, when I suddenly felt the 
i,'iriund giving way beneath my feet, and in less time 
than it takes to relate it, we were rolling over a preci- 
pice with a sheer fall of about ten feet. The savage 
clung to rae with a death-like grip, and encircling my 
oeck with his anu, grasped my throat with his teeth. 
Those were fearful moments. I struggled to disen- 
gage my hand froas his vice-like grip. The blood 
gurgled from my mouth, my tongue protruded, and X 
was gasping for breath in the last throes of strangula- 
tion, when we came to the ground with a territie 
shock. 

The savage gave one yell that curdled my blood, 
and instantly relaxed hie hold, falling Ump and life- 
less by my side. I was not many minutes in disen- 
giiging myself from my antagoniet, and in doing eo I 
was made aware of the cause of the sudden timi of 
events that had saved me from a horrible death. It 
would appear, that during the struggle and fall, the 
iiand that grasped my knife was encircled around the 
body of my foe, and when we struck the ground, my 
body being uppermost, the knife had been driven to 
the hilt into his back by the force of the concussior^ 
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Everything now depended on the celerity of my 
movements. The remainder of the party would no 
doubt -wonder at our long absence, and despatch run- 
ners to seek the missing " signal " makers. It would 
require but a glance at the prostrate form of their 
comrade to enable them to realize the true state oi' af- 
fairs, and to make instant preparation to follow, ov<ir- 
take the fugitive, and mote out to him the reward of 
]i!s perfidy. Hastily possessing myself of what few 
arms I needed, and taking the bag of parched com 
that was suspended from the girdle of the fallen sav- 
age, I made my.way to where the ponies were cached, 
and springing on my animal, urged him forward at 
the top of Ills speed, leading the Indian's pony by the 
lariat attached to liis bridle. 

?iy plan was to strike" out over the prairie in a 
southerly direction, and by traveling without cessation, 
endeavor to put a wide gap between pursuer and pur- 
sued, and thus be enabled to reach in safety some of 
the Mexican frontier towns. I was certain that this 
plan was feasible, from the conversation I had heard 
from time to time among the warriora of our band. 
Indeed, it was proposed by Hissodecha, to raid on 
ioi'ie one of the p'ueblas, if they were unsuccessful in 
tiieir attack on the Arrapahoes, as by this means thov 
would avoid the ignominy of returning to the lodges 
of their people, without being able to display the 
fruits of a Buccesafol tbi-ay ; such as scalps, liorses, eap- 
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By riding my pony mitil he dropped from extant, 
tion and then availing myself of the fresh lead horee, 
I could travel an immense distance without drawing 
rein. It was growing dark when I started, and I had 
not traveled far before the night closed in, sud 1 had to 
trnst to the instinct of my horse to carry me safely 
over tlie prairie. My course was shaped by a certain 
star that woald keep me on the right trail if I held it 
steadily in view. About midnight I halted at a small 
stream to water the liorses, and hastily prepare for my- 
self a small portion of the parched corn, whieh was 
done by mixing a handful in a gourd filled with 
water. This com is iuvaluabl? to those who wish to 
traverse long distances, without being hampered witii 
unnecessary luggage. With a sack or gourd of this 
article, containing about an half bushel, one can travel 
tifteen or twenty days without other sustenance. 

On we sped, tho animals straining every muscle and 
nerve, their flanks heaving and flecked with foam. 
No sound broke upon the stOlness of the night, save 
the rapid hoof-strokes of the mustangs, and occasion- 
ally the yelp of a coyote that was st-artled in his mid- 
night prowlings by our sudden and rapid advance, 
f'irectiy in my course loomed up a huge mound, and 
tiirther on tJie dark forms of a range of low hille 
were outhned upon the horizon. I concluded to push 
•m and gain their shelter. Once within their protect- 
ing shadow, I could pursue my course more leisurely, 
and without the fear of immediate detection. Kv 
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grand anxiety was to hide or blind the trail, and by 
this meane liaf&e tlie elenth hounde, who were by this 
time in full pursuit. 

I had not proceeded far when the pony came to a 
sudden halt, which almost unBeated me. I tried to 
urge him forward by word and action, bat it wae oino 
aviiil ; he refused to move, and stood trembling hke 
an aspen. Leaning forward and peering over his neck, 
I discovered, to my dismay, a wide chasin, which I'uily 
explained why the mustang had refneed to be urged 
forwaMl. The banks on either side were quite level, 
and no indentations or rnggedness marked the line of 
separation. One could rJdc up to its very brink with- 
out being awai'e of a break in the praii'ie level. I bad 
thus come upon one of those iarancm, the result of 
volcanic action, that are so frequently met with in this 
country. Ther^; was no alternative but to ride along 
its edge until I came to a point where its sides were 
depnissed to the ievc! of the plain. This, of course, 
ii.^'oived a long detour, and a consequent Joss of 
valuable time. My only consolation was in thtj reflec- 
tion that ray ensraies, in following; the trail, wouM be 
compelled to resort to the same tatitics. 

I had journeyed down its banks about, three miles, 
before I foimd an opportunity to cross. As I reached 
the opposite side, I turned and looked back. Away 
to my right, and in the direction from whence I came, 
I discerned a number of dark specks on the horiz&n, 
which filled me with the direst apprehensions. These 
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dark objects were, doubtless, the forms of ray pursuerB, 
who had, it would seem, traveled with a celerity almost 
equaling my own. The chase nyw assumed a desperate 
aspect ; before me lay life, hope, and freedom ; behind 
waa a nemesis that represented captivity, torture, and 
d'jath. 1 plied the whip vigoronsly to tke flank of my 
jaded steed, in the frantic endeavor to re:ich the cover 
of the inor.Titain. I had not proceeded far on my 
course, when my pony showed unmistakable signs of 
giving out. IncJced, I had not made more than a mile 
on ray course, when the animal stopped abi'iiptly. I 
could feel him tremble under my weight ; and drop- 
ping on his knees, I had scarcely time to leap to the 
ground before . he fell, and drawing a deep sigh, he 
tnmcd on his side and died, being absolutely ridden 
to d&^th. 1 had no time to waste in mourring the 
brave little animal that had carried me thus far bo 
faithfully. My robe was quickly transferred to the 
other horse, and the flight resumed, teaching the 
base of the hills, I was so fortunate as to find water; 
and throwing myself at the foot of a tail cottonwood, 
with the lariat of the mustang attached to my wrist, I 
detennined to snatch an hour's rest, of which both my 
mustang and myself were very much in need, after 
our long and arduous ride, 

I was awakened by a violent pulling at my wrist, 

caused by the horse, in tiyiug to reach fresh grass. 

In a few raoraents I was up, moimted, and away onco 

more in the direction of the Mexican towns. Towards 

17 
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t;veriiug I came to a river of some magnitude. It was 
now the dry season, and the stream was only a rivulet 
compared to what I jndged it must be, when swollen 
by the rains and melting anows from adjacent moun- 
tains. 

I had, during the latter part of my journey, been 
casting about in my mind a series of plans, which 
would enable me to blind my trail, when lo ! here was 
An opportunity that surpassed my most sanguine ex- 
pectations. To urge my horse into the stream was 
the work of a moment, and then turning his head with 
the current, I continued the journey. At times the 
water would brush the animal's flanks ; again, it would 
suddenly shallow, and scarcely cover his fetlocks: 
( iceasionally I would strike a deep hole, and be obliged 
to swim the animal some rods, before reaching terra 
firma. 

These irregularities in the river-bed were due to its 
quicksand formation, which w;i3 constantly shiftina;, 
shfiliowing here, deepening there, and it would have 
been sure destruction to horse and rider, if we stopped 
for a moment in our tracks. 

Afler journeying in this manner for about a mile, I 
f?ntered a caHon, whose walls ascended to a height of 
thousands of feet, perpendicularly. On- emerging troni 
this gloomy pass, a sight met my gaze that made me 
shout for joy. Gaining the bank of the stream, I saw 
extended before me, waving fields of grain, and in the 
btckgroimd, the modest spire of a little church, which 



Hosi^a by Google 



260 

tina and called for a basin of water. JSiripping tte 
phimage from my Lead, and relieving my body ef lea 
meritricions adomiitent, I plunged into the bath pre- 
pared for me, and oame out, an entirely difEerent look- 
ing individual. 

The news of my arrival had collected an eager an<i 
eathnsiastic multitude, who Ulled the paiio. I said 
enthnsiaetic, but all dne allowance mnst be made for 
the natural and inherited indolence of the Mexican. 

On emerging fi'om the inn, I was greeted with seve- 
ral ehoiite, and tifty people were asking me ijuestione 
in one breath, all bent on having them answered in 
less than uo time. I Unally succeeded in relating my 
historj', adventoi'ea and escape, and wound up with 
an appeal to their charity ; setting *■ i-th my utterly 
destitute eondition, in the moat glowing terms uiy 
execrable Spanish would permit. It was an animated 
scene; the men in the checkered serape, or stripped 
hlauketa, conical sombreros, mtli broad brims, calzone- 
ro£ of velveteen, mth rows of uliining buttous, and a 
sash of gaudy color, encirliug their waists. The women 
were no less conspicuous ; draped in the graceful sebazo, 
the short vogna, and the finely embroidered chemisette. 
My appeal was not met with that spontaneous gencr- 
osity that I could have wished ; in feet, they contributed 
nothing, and as a last resort, I was compelled to offer 
my horse for sale ; which venture was more sucoeasful, 
and I soon disposed of him at a very fair price. I was 
Qow enabled to buy the lew articles of clothing that I 
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dtui and called for a basin of water, btripping tiie 
plumage from my head, and relieving my body df ica 
1118) itrieions adornment, I plunged into the bath pre- 
pared for me, and came oat, an entirely different look- 
ing individual. 

The news of my arrival had collected an eager and 
enthnsiastie multitude, who filled the patio. T said 
enthueiastie, but all due aliowauee must be made for 
the natural and inherited indolence of the Me.\icaa. 

Oa emerging from the inn, I was greeted with seve- 
ral shouts, and fifty people were asking nie questions 
in one breath, all bent on having them answered iii 
lees than uo time. I finally succeeded in relating mj- 
hiatorj', adventui'es and escape, and wound up with 
an appeal to their charity ; setting ^ "th my utterly 
destitute condition, in the most glowing terrcs uiy 
execrable Spanish would permit. It was an animated 
scene ; the men in the checkered serape, or stripped 
blankets, conical sombreros, with broad brims, calzoae- 
ros of velveteen, mth rows of shining bnttouB, and a 
sash of gaudy co!or, encirliug their waists. The women 
were no less conspicuous : draped in the graceful sebazo, 
the short vogna, and the finely embroidered chemisette. 

My appeal was i:ot met with that spontaneous gener- 
osity that I could have wished ; in fact, they contributed 
nothing, and as a last resort, I was compelled to offer 
my horse for sale ; which venture was more sucoeastid, 
and I soon disposed of him at a very fair price, I was 
now enabled to buy the lew articles of clothing that I 
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was most in ueed of, and after lingering a few hoiira 
in the village, I concluded to piisli on towards Santa 
i'e, in the hope of falling in with some party of trad- 
fi'Sj'or miners, and tlien trust to the chapter of aeci- 
i!?ntfi for the rest. 

r&rtnne favored me in mj designs, iiK I soon liad 
an oppoitunity to join a party of Mexicans, who were 
eti route for the Capital of New Mexico, on trading 
suheraes intent. I aceompa.nied them, in the capacity 
iii muleteer. 

Arriving in Santa Fe, I immediately repaired to 
tlie largest inn, heing attracted thither by a number 
of uncouth characters, iu hunting shirts, and slouch 
I'.ats. I entered unobtrusively, and took a quiet sur- 
vey Ox the scene. The room was the cantina, and all 
were indulging in potations, more or less deep, of El 
Paso whiskey. The atm,isphere was redolent of the 
fumes of tobacco, and oimminglcd w'th the shouts 
and coarse language of t]ie men, wan the shrill treble 
of the women, who dai-led here and there, through 
the throng, like sunbeanip. 

I was attracted by one rude specimen, who seemed 
bent on getting up a fight. This great rough fellow, 
of six feet and over, called a trim httle poblana to 
him, with, " hyar, my little mucbacha ! vamoue, and 
git me some of that 'er Pass, good now, and clar ! " 
Then, as the liquor was produced, he ofEered the waiter 
a quantity of money, wldch was unhesitatingJy ac- 
cepted, with a " m/ucJio lueno, eerlor." 
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•' Ilooraw for jou ! come along, let's licker up all 
round, and hare a dance ; you're the gal for my beaver ; 
buUy for old Missouri ! " Suddenly, a pistol was 
discharged in a remote corner of the room, and there 
was an instantaneous rush in that quarter, succeeded 
by loud cries, oaths, blows, shooting, din, and confu- 
sion. 

Sick and weary of such scenes, I left the cantma, 
and sallying forth into theplasa, wandered down the 
street, not knowing where to go, or what was to be- 
TOine of me, 1 eai-ed less. 
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CHAPTEE XSVIIl. 

A KEW DKFAETUEE. 

^4* LAD to escape from sucli a seene of riot and vio 
J^y leiiee, I walked rapidly along the narrow street, 
^^ without any definite idea of where I was going. 
"- I soon passed the low and squalid looking rows 
of adobe buildings, which compose the gi'eater part 
of the famous " Ciiidad de Santa I"6," and came out 
upon the open plain beyond. 

My attention was attracted by a small group of 
wagons parked upon the plain a short distance off, and 
1 walked towards them, thinking pesjiaps, to fall iu 
veith some of uiy own countrymen, of a diiferent class 
from the brutal roughs I had hitoly met. The wagons 
were but four iu number, and tlie party to which they 
belonged comprised only twelve or fifteen persons. 
They were mostly Americans, and from tlieir dress 
and maimer I took them to be a party of inineii*. 
All were stout, hardy looking men, with an air that 
bespoke familiarity with hardships and adventure. 
They had just struck camp, and were eiadentiy pre- 
paring for departure. One, who seemed to act as their 
leader, was directing operations, and apparently exer- 
cised a degree of authority unusual among men of 
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this class. He was a stout, broad-shouldered man, with 
a good natured expression o £ conntenance, and from his 
voice and features, easily distinguishable as an Englisli- 
inau. The others addressed him as "Harding," or 
" Ned," One or two gi'ring him the familiar appel- 
lation of " Hard Pan," which seemefAa sort ot'souhi- 
quet by which he \vas known. There was something in 
his appearance which inspired me with the belief that in 
him I might find a friend ; and impelled by thia feel- 
ing I approached him, and addressed him as " Mr," 
Harding, explained that I was a stranger and desti- 
tute, in what was to me a strange land, and implored 
him to give me employment of some kind with his 
])arty, so that I might in time be enabled to return to 
ii:y home in the distant East. 

"Wtere do ye come from, iad?" said he, looking 
at liie ^vith some interest, and noticing the inefiace:ibie 
marks upon my fiice — my legacy from the Oanianches, 
and which I am destined to carry to my grave. 

In as tew words as possiljle 1 told him my story, inter- 
rupted by many exclamations of wonder and sympatliy 
from my simple-minded, listener. As I eonchided he 
slapped me on the ^aek, and declared that I should 
join his party, and should never want for a bite or sup 
while Ned Harding was to the tore. By this tune the 
other men of the party had gathered around, and I was 
compelled to repeat my tale, which excited bcth pity 
and interest in the breasts of the kiud-hearted miners, 
H-bo deelaied that the "cu^ed Kimanch ought to be 
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■wii>ed out." "Aye, every mother's son of them," 
added Ned, "for playing such tricks upon travelers, 
the bloody-minded heathen." 

It was 6oon agreed upon that I shonld aeeompaEy 
the party, -vrho were on their way to the old Spameh 
mine of San Ildefonso, fomiei-ly noted as one of tlio 
riubest in the province of I?iew Mexico, but for many 
vears deserted by the Mexicans from ten-or of the 
savage Apaelie and Navajo. The men composing the 
party of whieli I had now become a member, were 
not to be deterred in their search for a golden harvest 
by any fears of ench a nature, and had detennincd to 
visit the old mine and "prospect" in its vicinity, with 
the hope of ficding a paying lead. They had with 
the-.n all the necesEary utoneils for their purpose, were 
well-armed, i^nd with an abundant stock of provision::, 
and seemed one and all to be confldent of success in 
their enterpi'ise. 

I will spare the reader unnecessary details, and 
merely state that we started -vrithin an hour on our 
jouniey, and after a wearisome and uninteresting trip 
of eighteen days, reached the scene of our future ope- 
rations, and which waa destined to be my abiding 
place for nearly two years. A suitable spot wae 
selected, convenient to both wood and water ; a few 
rude huts were erected, and the town of " Harding " 
sprang into being. 

After getting fairly settled, and resting somewhat 
from tlie fatigue incident to our journey aad our 
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iiibora in preparing our camp, we divided in parties of 
tliree and four, and went to *' prospecting " in various 
direations for the precious metal, whicli was tlie object 
of onr expedition. In this we wore moderately sue- 
eessful, and -^e soon h-.i our mining operations in full 
Mast. I always worked in company with "Ned," us 
i had learned to call him, and although lie favored nie 
to a degree, assigning to me all the lighter portions of 
the work, I soon found that it was the most serere 
la!)or I had ever under undertaken, although I hftd 
been inured to toil and hardsliip of almost every kind 
during my long residence with the Camanches. 

The old mine was situated at tlie base of a precipi- 
tous cliff of ynartz rock. A number of rude shafi f 
pierced the mountain side. Some had penetrated to a 
considerable depth; others more shallow, ehowiui;- 
that the Uad liad proved unprofitable, and been 
speedily abandoned. 

On the banks of a little sti-esm which wound around 
tlie l>a3e of the cliff, stood the old smelting houses 
and ruined ranches of the Mexican miners. Most of 
them were roofless and cnimbling to decay. The 
ground about them was shaggy and choked up. Thert- 
-.t-ere briers, mezcai plants, and many varieties ' ui 
i.-;ictus ; ali luxuriant, hirsute, and thorny. These we 
speedily cleared away, and selecting one of the largest 
of the old smelting houses, we soon put in order fof 
work. Besides our "quartz" mining in the old 
shafts and in new ones which we opened wo also 
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engaged in "gulch" and "eurtace" mining in the 
\-iciuity. 

As some acconnt of the different modes employed 
to get at the precious metals, with which the rocks and 
soils of the far western states are so richly stored, 
may not be uninteresting to the reader, I will briefly 
give it. 

Mining for gold alone is divided into two general 
classes: that which seeks the mental from the solid 
rock or quartK, aud that which finds it in sand, gravel, 
or soil. The former process is the universal and 
familiar one of all rock mining, following the rich veins 
into the bowels of the earth with pick and powder, 
crushing the rock aud separating the infinitesimal 
atoms of metal from the dusty, powdered mass. 

The tlieoiw of the geologists is, that this is the 
original form or deposit of the precious metals ; that 
the gold tbund in gravel, sand, or soil, lying as it does 
almost imiversally in the beds of rivers, or under the 
eaves of the mountains, has been washed or ground 
out of the hard hills by the action of the eloments 
through long years. Wsshing with water is the uni- 
versal means of gettmg at these deposits of the gold. 
But the scale on which this work is done, and the in- . 
strumentalities of application vary from the simple 
hand-pan, pick, and shovel of the original miner, 
operating along the banks of a little stream, to grand 
combination enterprises for changing the entire course 
of a river, running shafts down hundreds of feet to get 
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into the beds of long ago streams, and bringing watm 
through ditches and flumes, and great pipesvfor ten or 
twenty miles, and witliall to wash down a hillside of 
iTolden gravel, and extract its precious particles. The 
Simple individual pan-witshers are the first in the field, 
but it soon ceases to be profitable to tins class of opera- 
. toi-s, and they soon move on in search of richer " dig- 
gings." The other means are employed on greater or 
less scales of magnitude, bj combinations of men and 
capital. All the forms of gold-washing run into each 
other, indeed ; and companies, sometimes consisting of 
only two or three persons, with capitals of a few hun- 
dred doUars merely, buy a sJuice claim, or seize a 
deseited bed, and with shovel and pick, and a small 
stream of water, van the sands over and over througli 
tlie sluiceways, and at the end of the day, or week, m- 
month, gather up the deposits of gold in the bottoms 
and at the ends of then- sluices. From this, operations 
ascend to a magnitude involving himdreds of thousands, 
and emplonag hundreds of men as partners or day 
laborers for the managers. Sometimes, too, tlie enter- 
prise is di-vided, and companies are organized tlifit 
furnish the water alone, and sell it out to the mmais 
or wasliei^, according to their wants. 

The raising of auriferous sands and grave] from the 
deeply covered beds of o!d streams, by running down 
f hafte and tunnels into and thi-ough such beds, is cali«I 
" fie ;) diggings," or " bed rock diggings ; " and in their 
pursuit, the bottoms of ancient rivers will be followed 
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through the country for mile aftor mile, and ruauy feet 
hdow the present surface of the earth. The miners 
in this faekion go down until they reach the bed roek 
along which the water originally ran, and here they 
tind the richest deposits. 

The other sort of heavy gold washing, employing 
powerful streamB of v/ater to tear down and wash out 
the soil of hillsides that cover or hold golden deposits, 
is known as "hydraulic mining." This is the moat 
i]nit[ue and extensive process, involving the largest 
capita! and risk. The water is brought from mountain 
lakes and rivere, thi-ongh ditches and fiuraes, some- 
times supitorted by trestle work, fifty or one hondred 
feet high, to near the scene of operations. Then it ie 
lot from the flumes into large and stout iron pipes, 
which grow gi-adually smaller and smaller. Out of 
those it is passed into hose, like that of a fire engine ; 
and through tliis it is discharged with terrific force 
into the bank or bed of earth, which is speedily torn 
down and washed with resistless separating power into 
narrow beds or sluices in the lower valleys; and as it 
goos along these, the more solid gold particles de])08it 
themselves in the rifs or slight barriers placed for that 
purpose aci'oss its path. 

Usually, in large operations of this kind, the main 
strciim of water is divided in the final discharging 
hose into two or more streams, which spout out into 
the hillside as if from so many fire engines, but with 
iitimonselv more force. One of these streams would 
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instantly JdU man or animal that should get before it ; 
and fatal accidents frequently happen from this source. 
Sometimes a water company taps lakes fifteen or 
tirenty miles ofi in the mountains, and turns whole 
nvcrs into its ditches. There are in some localities 
supposed rich gold banks and beds, which only requij-e 
water for developement, but to get which would re- 
quire an outlay for ditches of many hundred thousand 
dollars. It is probable that it would be a richiy paying 
estment, however, and the principal reason why it 
s not undertaken is the lack of certain laws, regulate 
ng mining claims, and the conflicts and doubts that 
a-re occasioned hy the neglect of the government to 
establish the terms of ownership in mining lands. As 
it is now, poesessior is the principal title to mining 
properties ; prospectore and miners have established a 
few general rules for determining the rights of each 
other, and they can occupy the properties that they 
discover or purchase to a certain limited extent. No 
one person is permitted to take up more than a cer- 
tain amount in feet or aeres. The goverment so far 
has done nothing with these mineral lands, whose rfaJ 
ownership is still in itself, and derives no revemiB 
from tbera. 

Whenever difficulties arise and are brought bef oi-e 
the courts, the regulations of the miners of the dis- 
trict where the properties are located has generally 
been sustained. But the apprehension that the gov- 
emineni will yet assume its rights and establish difEev 
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ent rules for the possession and use of these lands, 
and the uncertainty and controvereies growing out of 
the present loose ways of me king and holding claims, 
.are a eeiious obstacle to large enterprises, and a hind- 
timee to the best sort of mining progress and prosper- 
ity throughout all the western mining country. The ■ 
profits obtained in some cases of extensive deep dig- 
gings and hydraulic mining are very great. A thou- 
sand dollars a day is often washed out by a company 
holding rich soil and employing a large force ; and a 
run of several weeks, averaging from fifty to one hun- 
dred dollars a day for each man employed is frequent- 
;y recorded. A single "cleaning up" after a few 
■((-eeks' washing in a rich place has produced fifty thou- 
sand dollars in gold dust and nuggets ; and in some 
cfiSes, even one hundred thousand dollars has been re- 
[iorted. These are the extreme cases of goodfortnne, 
however : other enterprises are run at a loss, or with 
vMi-ying result; bnt the gold washing, as a general 
thing pay good wages, and a fair return to the ca]i- 
ital invested- 

It is hardly possible to imagine, and wholly impos- 
sible to describe the ruin and wreck to be seen eveiy- 
whore in the path of the larger gold washing opew- 
tions. Streams naturally pure as crystal, become 
changed to a thick, yellow mud, from this cause, early 
in their passage out from the hills. Many of them 
are turned out of their original channels, either directly 
for mining purposes, or in consequence of the great 
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iiiassea of soil and grayel that come down from the- 
gold washings above. Thousands of acres of iine 
lands along their banks are mined forever, by deposits 
of this character. The raining interest respects no 
rights but its own. A farmer may have his whole 
estate changed to a barren waste, hy a Hood of sand 
and gravel from some hydraulic mining up the stream. 
If a fine orchard or garden stands in the way of the 
working of a rich gulch or bank, orchard and garden 
itre doomed. They are torn down, dug out, washed 
to pieces, and then washed over side hills. Where 
ihe process of hydi-anlic mining has been, or is being 
canied on, the country presents an appeamnce of dev- 
astation and ruin thatisBcarealj'imagiuable; fonnini^ 
a fiiglitfol blot upon the face of nature. 

For this sort of mining on a large scale, we had no 
facilities, so we were compelled to work in a very 
small way, and be satisiied with correspondingly small 
results. N'ews of our successful estabhshmeut of the 
— fild miae^ki some way reaeiied Santa Fe, and, rushing 
to the conclusion that we had found a new Eldorado, 
all the floating population of that decaying city 
swooped down npon us, and we soon found quite a 
populous settlement growing up aroimd ue. 

A very decided change in ..-ur situation resulted from 
this, and some ratlier exciting events transpired, hut 
tiiese I will leave for another chapter. Soon after the 
accessions to our community had become so numerous, 
r!-\j friend and partnei', Ned Harding, fell ill. Tliis 
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put a sudden stop to our mining operations, and for 
several weeks I was compelled to remain by the side 
of his rude conch, attending to his wants, and doing 
all that I could to facilitate his recovery. - 

Among the new arrivals at our " diggings " was a 
Mexican, wlio had followed the profession of a medico 
in former times, but who was now an inveterate gold 
hunter ; ODe of the sort wlio are perpetually on the 
move from place to place, seeking placere of fabulous 
richness, but never working any claim long enougli to 
fairly develop it. Perhaps they have no sooner com- 
menced operations in one place, when a rumor comes 
of rich finds at some far distant point, and off they 
fo. to repeat the same performance indefinitely. 

"When Ned was first taken sick, I thought of this 
Mexican doctor, and at once went in search of him. 
"With some difliculty I persuaded him to get out of the 
hole in which he was working, and go to see my 
friend. \Te had a few simple medicines among our 
supplies, and Irom some of these the ex-doetor pre- 
pared a potion for Ned, which he declared would be 
" mivcho hueno," and that tlie patient \^ouM be all 
ri<^ht in " iren dim," at the most. The result, how- 
ever, failed to justify his expectations, for Ned be- 
came no better, although there was no marked change 
for the worse. It went on in this way for several 
vceeks ; I eontinning to give the medicines prescribed 
by the Mexican paysician, but without any apparent 
result. 
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Xed seemed to be in a kind of low fever, and to 
eoQfitaatly lose strenf^tu. The stomaeli seemed to en- 
tirely refuse its office, and it was almost imposeible tu 
give him any food, Jiowever light, that he could keej. 
down much longer than while eating it. He com- 
pkined greatly of pain in the back and head, and :\ 
constant feeling ot nausea at the stomach, or, as ho ex- 
pressed it, "I tell ye, lad, theare'a something tliear as 
wants to eonie up aud can't." I'inally, seeing no signs 
of improvement from the treatmeut pursued by our 
Mexican fnend, and becoming greatly alarmed at 
Ked's condition, I was sitting one day, iu great de- 
spondency, npon a stump in front of our hut, when it 
suddenly flashed upon my mind that I had nc-i-er 
ti-ied the Indian remedy, in the preparation and ad- 
niiuistration of which I had spent so great a part of 
my life. For some reason it had never occniTed to mc 
to use it, and indeed, I did not know whether it was 
possible to procure the necessary ingredients, in my 
present location, although 1 judged it probable that 
I might do ao. At aU events, I determined to make 
the attempt, and accordingly I went " prospecting " 
for the required herbs, roots, etc., that very day. 
After two days spent in this way, I succeeded in pro- 
curing ail the ingredients which I had so many times 
compounded under Wakometkla's direction, and lost 
no time in preparing the medicine. I then conimen<;ea 
giving it to my patient in small doses, at intervals of 
fouror livo iiours, through the day, and was soon grati- 
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fied to find an almost immediate impioTement in 
hie condition. 

[Hie second day after commencing this treatment, 
the fever left him ; he broke or,t into a profaee perspi- 
ration, and fell into a deep sleep, which lasted for 
. mAuj hours. When he awoke he complained of feel- 
ing verj' hungry ; and when I prepared some food he 
ate quite heartily, and retained it on his stomach with- 
out difficulty. Encouraged by theee favorable indi- 
cations, 1 continued the medicine, and with surprising 
results. Hisrecovefy was so rapid that it seemed almost 
miraculous. In eight days he declared himself en- 
tirely well, and almost overwhelmed me with expres- 
sions of gratitude, declaring that I had saved hia hfe.- 
I told him that 'his thanks were due not to me, but to 
Wakometkla, the strange old medicine-man of ' the^ . 
Camanches, or, more properly, to that higher Power, . 
which had enabled this uneducated savage to discover 
and prepare from the simple growths of the forest and 
mountain, so wonderful a remedy for "all the ills that 
flesh is heii' to." Ned was po universal a favorite 
among the miners, that his ilhiess had excited great 
sympathy and commiseration. As he went about, 
trumpeting forth my praise as a medical practitioner, ■ 
I soon found that I had gained considerable notoriety. 
The miners dubbed me " Doctor," and called for my 
services in all cafes requiring medical assistance. With 
Wakoraetkla's remedy alone as my entire pharmaco- 
Dfeia, I Viattled with many forms of disease incident 
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to our rough and exjmsed life, and met with almost 
unvarying success. In fact, in tlmt region I expect 
1 shall aever be known by any other title than " Do(!- 
tor," although I do not claim or fancy sueh a desigioa- 
ticn. It would be well for the people if ths old 
school mineral physicians, who are rapidly ruining 
the health of the entire nation by the free nse of dele- 
terious and poiaonoas drugs, would take a leaf from 
the book of nature, and re-etudy their profession in the 
same school from which I graduated —the school of 
nature. 



HoslcdDyGoOglc 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

THB " TIGILASTB." 

Cnf f^ITH tbe Influx of population to our eettienient 
:^f; L'ai'.ie adventnrera of all classes ; deeperudoes, 
5^5 gamblers, broken down professional men, 
''S-^ nymphs dm pave of the joaree and vulgar 
sort, gentlemen who "had interests" in "wild-cat" 
mines in half the counties of the Pacific States, greas- 
ers, or Mexicans, Ijidians {paeUas), — In short, a con- 
glomerate mas£ of iiumanity; or, judging hj later 
events, one might rather say mhumam.ity, — such as is 
uowliere to be seen but in the mining towns of the far 
West. Under th?. instructions of Ned Harding, we 
had on our first arrival "located" all the "claims'* 
that thei-e was any probability of our working, and 
we were therefore secured against interference on the 
pait of the new comers, who went prospecting all over 
the adi'icent country, locating claims by the hundred. . 

As the process of "locating" claims maybe new 
to the reader, I will give a brief description of it. 

The first thing is to find your "lead," for this pre- 
cious metal is not fonnd indiscriminately in every 
rock or ledge you may chance upon. It is found on!v 
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iu the quartz rock, a ledge of which, say twenty feet 
iu t]iiclme9ij, may iim like a eurbBtone set on edge f or 
many milea across hills and in valleys. It may be a 
mile in depth, and maintain a nearly uniform thick- 
ness, being perfectly distinct from the casing rock on 
each side of it, and keeping its distinctive character 
always, no matter how deep or how far into the earth 
it extends. Wiierever it is bored into, gold and silver 
are found ; but none in the meaner rock surromiding 
it. This peculiar rock formation is called a " lead ; " 
and one of these you must lirst find befoi-e you have 
anything to " locate " a claim upon. When yonr pros- 
pecting has res\dted in the discovery of a " lead," 
you write out and put up a " notice " as follows : 

NOTICE. 

I (or we), the undersigned, claim one (or more, ac- 
ODrding to tiie number of the poiiy) claim of three 
hundred feet, and one for discovery, on this silver— (or 
gold) bearing quartz lead, or lode, extending east and 
west from this notice, with all its dips, spiu-s, and 
angles, extensions and sinuosities, together with fifty 
feet of ground on each side for working the same. 

TJien you file a copy of the same with the Mining 
liecorder in the town, and your claim is " entered." In 
order to secure it, however, you must, witiiin ten days, 
do a certain amount of work upon tlie property, or 
any one may reenter it at tlie expiration of that time. 

Among the mos'^ important citizens in every mining 
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cojnuiunitj are the assayers, of whom there a 
l_y a ewarm to be foimd about every new etrite ; some 
of them the veri^t charlatans that ever disgraced an 
honoi'able profession. 

Wlien you have located your claim, the next thing 
is to select some specimens and subject them to the 
test of the " fire assay." For this purpose it is custom- 
ary to select the richest lump you ear find, and take it 
to the aesayer. On the result of his assay, he v.-il] 
predicate that a ton of such ore would yield hundreds, 
perhaps thousands of doUai-s ; and in this way many a 
worthless mine has been sold for a large price. In 
fact, I think, as a rule, the speculators made far more 
than the miners themselves. 

"We had at one time an assayer in our camp, who 
obtained such rich results from every specimen of rock 
brought to him, that he soon had a virtual monopoly 
of the business. No matter what specimen might be 
brought to him, he would demonstrate that it contained 
so large a portion of gold or silver, that the develop- 
ment of the mine could not fail to be profitable. Some 
of his rivals in the trade, becoming jealous of his 
superior success, conspired together and concocted a 
plan for his overthrow. One of them procured some- 
where an old lapstone, and breaking it into small 
fragments, selected one as the specimen to be subjected 
to tlie intended victim for testing. They let several 
ji the principal miners into the secret, and as there 
!iad been some doubts of the reliability of the reports^ 
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of the aesajer in questioQ, they readily aeaeuted to 
asmt m proving the truth of the matter. So one of 
them brought him tlie " specimen " and left it for assay. 
Tha result was eneomnging in the extreme ; for in the 
course of an hour the asssyer sent in his report, from 
which it appeared that a ton of roek equal to tlio sample, 
wonld yield $1,324.80 in siirer, and $214.58 in gold. 
The whole mattar was at once made public, and the 
■ discomfited charlatan immediately found tliat im- 
portant buBiuess called him elsewhere, and departed 
between two days. It was well for hira that he did 
so ; for so great was the popular indignation, that it is 
probable he would have found & peifiianent residence 
in the vicinity, could the excited miners have laid 
hands on hira at this time. 

The town ijf " Hai-diHg" had now developed into 
an embryo city. We had nearly two thousand in- 
halDitants, representing every grade of civilization and 
barbarifim, principaDy the latter. At night the plac^ 
presented an animated spectacle ; for about every third 
shanty was either a drinking den or a gambling heli. 
All were brilliantly hghtedand wide open to the street, 
from which you could see the excited groups around 
the gaming tables, or before the bars. Everj' man 
went ai-med to the teeth. Fights and aifrays were of 
almost daUy — nay, hourly — occurrence. The crack of 
the pistol became a very familiar sound in my ears, and 
60 frequent were the scenes of violence and murder, 
that I began to think that the men 1 was among were 
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woree than the savages with wjiym ray lot had beeu 
cast in fonner years. 

To such a pass did the insolence and bmtality of 
those desperadoes come at last, that the hetter class of 
the miners began to talk among themselves of the 
necessity for doing sometliing to check it ; but none 
seemed disposed to take the lead, and thing-s went on 
from bad to worse, until the anival of a new actoi' 
upon the scene brought them to a climfA, and disoi-dcr 
and violence culminated in a sudden and severe spasm 
of justice. 

The new aiTival, who was destined to be the prin 
i'LpK,l iigure in the tragic scenes about to be enacti.id, 
v.-as a Keutnckian, named Eeid. He was some twonty- 
ei™ht or thirty years of age, of medium size and finely 
pvoportioiied, but very athletic. He had a frank and 
t.af:-aging expression of countenance, and nothing in 
his appearance would seem to indicate the hardened 
niflifln ; yet he was reported to have slain thirty-two 
men in affrays or personal difSeulties since he came 
into the mining eoontry. From the very day of his 
arnvr.!, this man became the acknowledged leader of . 
all the lawless elements of our community ; and as he 
soemed to be thirsting for notoriety, outrage foUowed 
outrage in rapid succession. 

Among our own original party was a quiet, inoffen 
sive German, named Schaeffcr, than whom a more 
peaceable man could nowhere be foand. Against him 
Rci.l seemed to have a special spite from the moment 
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he first encountered him; and imaWy, meeting him 
one evejiing in the "Ei Dorado" ealoon, he forced a 
Tiuarre! on him, and then shot poor Schaefler dead, 
before the latter had time to make a movement in 
his own defense. He apparentlv supposed that this 
would be passed over in the same manner as his pre- 
vious ill deeds; but for once he was mistaken. In 
killing Schaeffer he had roused against him a deter- 
mined and bitter enemy, none other than Xed Hard- 
ing himself, who was now acting as mayor, or alcalde, 
■A' the town named in his honor. i^Ted quickly gatli- 
(^red together our own party, and some twenty-live of 
the leading men iu the place, and announced liis 
determination to form a " Vigilance Conmdttee," and 
rid the town of the desperadoes who infested it. The 
■iiitire party acquiesced in the wisdom of the proposal, 
Aii'l the eom.mittee was organized then and there. 
-Ifcer some consultation, a plan of operations was 
iigi-eed upon, and at once put in practice. 

The next morning a neatly written note appeared 
oosted iu several prominent places in the camp, warn- 
ing all objectionable characters to leave town within 
cwenty-four- hoiire, or their lives would be forfeited. 
This document was signed, " The Vigilants," and natu- 
rally created considerable stir and excitement amona 
the parties at whom it was directed, and many of them 
took the warning and departed ; but some of the more 
desperate, in all about twenty in number, banded 
themselves together imder the leadership of Reid, and 
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swore that tiiey would never leave toi^n, except of 
tlieir own free will, and deiied the Vigilants to toueh 
any one of their number. 

At the expiration of the twenty-four hours, we de- 
termined to arrest all the members of Reid'e party, 
and deal with tiiem as they deserved. Accordingly, 
we mustered our forces, and at the same time made 
linown oui' intentions to most of the more prominent 
i:ien in the catnp. When all our arrangements were 
completed, we proceeded in search of our ga/ms, and 
in a couple of hours had caught and caged every 
m^ember of the gang, with two exceptions. One of 
these had in some way become aware of our inten- 
tiiius, and lie found it convenient to seek another 
i"(?ality without delay. The other man was no lees a 
person than Reid himself; and he went about boast- 
ing that no man dare arrest him, and threatening with 
instant death any man who should attempt it. This 
duty Xed Harding had reserved for himself, and when 
ail was in readiness, he set out to accomplish it. As 
he was not known to bo a " Vigilant," and was noted 
as a man of very quiet and peaceable character, no 
Eusjiicion attached to him of being concerned in the 
niatter. Arming himself, he went into the main 
street of the village, and entering one of the principal 
saloons, confronted the desperado. The latter must 
have seen in Ned's eye that he meant mischief, for he 
made a motion as if to draw a weapon ; but before he 
could do so, he was seized by the throat, and tlirown 
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to the gr^nrd with tlie full force of Ned's 
ann. Other "vigiiaata," to the number of about 
twenty, closed in around the fallen mzn and hie cap- 
tor, with drawn revolrera, and guardijd against any 
attempt at r>!seue- Reid was seccu-eiy bound, lifted cc 
hie feet, and placed in close confiaement in one of the 
shanties belonging to our party, under the guard of 
two well-armed and determined men. 

Two ho'JTB later ail the prisoners were brought uu 
for execution. The miners turned out in large nmu- 
bers, and forming in solid cohuuu, armed to the teeth, 
they marched up the principal sti-eet and Halted in 
front of the building where ino?t of the prisoners were 
confined. The doomed men were quickly brought 
out, and informed of the fate in store for tliem, at the 
same time Ned Harding made Ins appearance, lead- 
ing Eeid, and the same announcement was made to ti»e 
latter, Snch a scene as ensued, I hope never to see 
again. These apparently fearless desperadoes, who 
had repeatedly imbrued their hands in human blood 
without an instant's hesitation, were transformed on 
the moment, into a pack of whining cowards ; beg- 
ging and entreating in the most abject manner, that 
their lives might be spared. 

Eeid, the rmgleader of all, was the most utter 
craven of the whole number, and shrieks, curses and 
prayers for mercy rolled unceasingly from his iips, un- 
til the rope choked his utterance. Just outside the 
'•amp, stood a considerable grove of trees ; to this we 
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repaired with our prisonera, and in ten minutes icoro 
they were nm up, one after another, and each hnno- 
c-onviilEcd in the death agony, at the end of a 
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To me, the utter eov.-ardice displayed by the!=e ruf- 
fians was surprising— but there is something about 
the desperado nature that is unaccoiiu tabic— at least, 
it seems unaccountable, and it is thie. The true des- 
perado is gifted with splendid courage, and yet he 
-A-ii) take the most infamous advantage of his eneiw r ; 
Slimed iind free, he will stand up before a host and 
iight until he is cut to pieces, and yet, when broudit 
under the gallows, he wiU plead and cry like a ei.hd. 
The case of Eeid, was espedaUy notable, from his 
(iloody reputation, and the many instances of courage 
he had shown in his eonaicts with other outkwa. 
Yet, when brought face to faec with deati, in a diftsr- 
tut fonn, he seemed Ihe veriest poltroon tliat ever 
walked. 

Words cost nothing, and it is easy to call him a 
coward {as ail executed men, who fail to die " game " 
arc invariably called by unreasoning people), and when 
a man like Keid, so exhausts himself by tears, pray- 
ers and lamentations, that he has scarcely strength ■ 
enough to stand under the gallows, it seems haj-dly 
possible that he could be otherwise. Yet he had fre- 
quently defied and invited the vengeance of banded 
Eocky Mountain cut-throats, by shooting down their 
■'>mradeB or leaders, and never offering to hide or fly ; 
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he hail shown himself to be a man of unqneBtioned 
bravery, for no coward would dare do suub things. 

We often read of the most brutal and cowardly mur- 
derers, who, when on tlie gallows, make their last dying 
speeches without a tremor of the voice, and are swung 
off, into eternity, with what seems lifee the calmest 
fortitude. Hence, it seems clear, that in such low and 
degraded natures, it cannot be moral courage that sus- 
tains them. But if mora! courage is not the requisite 
quality, what is it that such men as Eeid, lack ! 
Bloody, desperate, reckless, and yet kindly mannered 
and urbane gentlemen, who never hesitate to wam- 
their enemies oi their intention to kill them on sight, 
when next they meet. It seems to me a question 
w"rt]iy of study and solution. 

The executions over, we returned to the town, first 
detaching a party to remove and bury the bodies. 
Then the assemblage quietly dispersed, and that night 
our little community sav/ the first peace and quiet it 
had known for many a day. 

The condition of affairs in the new mining district*! 
was peculiar. One reason why murder and outrage 
were so prevalent, was, that the rough element general- 
ly predominated, and among this class a person is not 
r^peeted until he has "killed his man," as they 
express it. When any new ariival came into camp, 
no one thought of inquiring if he was honest or in- 
dustrious, but, had he killed his man? If not, he wag 
a person of small consequence, and unworthy of furthei 
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notice ; if he liad, the cordiality of his reception, and 
his Btanding in the community was graduated accord- 
ing to tlio number of his victories. 

No man couid rise to any position of influence, witli 
bloodless hands, without long and weary labor, but if 
he were known to have killed half a dozen men, his 
worth was at once appreciated, and he became a man 
of note in the community. 

Hence, it is not surprising that many men were 
killed without the pretext of provocation ; so impatient 
were these persons to achieve distinction and emei^ 
from their obscurity, and become shining lights among 
the fraternity of desperadoes. " Tliere goes the man 
that killed Jack Smith," was the sort of celebrity 
mostly coveted by this class of people ; and I know of 
several cases, where persons tried to " kill their men," 
for no other reason, and in some instances were suc- 
eessfiil, in others, got killed themselves for their 
pains. 

In such communities it is utterly impossible to con- 
vict a man of murder, arising from one of these pubh'c 
brawls or aff'rays, and it is only when patience ceases 
to be a virtue, and the long-suffering miners and others 
of the law-abiding classes, rise in their might, and by 
an indiscriminate execution of all persons of bad 
character, clear the atmosphere for a time, that such 
•rimes are ever punished. 

The desperado stalked the streets with s swagger, 
araded according to the number of bis homicides, and 
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a nod of recognition from him, was sufficient to make 
aB humble admirer bappv for the rest of the day. 

The deference that wae paid to a desperado of wide 
reputation and who kept his "private graveyard." as 
the phrase went, was marked and cheerfully accorded. 
When he moved along the sidewalk in his exeessively 
long-tai!ed frock coat, shiny stnmp-toed boots, ana with 
dainty little slouch hat, tipped over his left eye, the 
small-fry roughs made room for his majesty ; when he 
entered the restaurant, the waiters deserted bankers 
and merchants, to overwhelm Irim with obsequioiis 
attention ; when he shouldered his way to the tar, the 
shouldered parties wheeled iudignantSy, recognized 
him, and — apologisied. They got a look in reply, that 
made tiiera tremble in tlicir boots, and by this time, a 
gorgeous barkeeper was leaning over the eonnter, 
proud of a degree of acquaintance that enabled, him to 
use Bueh familiarity as " how are yer Jack, old feller; 
gljid to see you ; what'll you talie ? the old thing 1 " 
meaning his usual drink of course. 

The best known names in the mining towns, were 
tliose belonging to these blood-stained heroes of the 
revolver. Governors, politicians, capitalists, leaders 
of the legislature, and men who had made big strikes, 
enjoyed some degree of fame, but it seemed local and 
insignificant, when compared with the celebrity of 
3uch men as these. There was a long list of them. 
They were brave, recklese men, and carried their lives 
in their own hands. 



HoslcdDyGoOglc 



To do them justice, they did their Jdlling principally 
among themselves, and eeidom molested peaceable 
L-itizens, for they considered it small credit to add to 
rheir trophies bo email an afEair aa tlie life of a man 
who was not "on the shoot," as they termed it, Thej 
killed each other on slight provocation, and hoped and 
expected to he 'dlled themselves, for they considered 
it almost disgraceful for a man not to die " with his 
boots on," as they expressed it, 

Gradually their ranks were thinned by the ever 
ready pistol, but it was not so much this, as the change 
in public sentiment, that caused them mainly to disap- 
pear from the older mining communities. Now, 
except in newly opened diggings, the genuine des- 
i>erado is a thing of the past. 
19 
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OHAPTEE XXX. 

OONOLDStOIT. 

tBOUT this time rumors were rife that the In- 
dians were coutemplating a raid on the mine, 

^ and operations were temporarily Buepcnded. 

" - ileetingB were called, and a committee of de- 
tence organized, with a view to taking snch measures 
as would place the settlement in a position to success- 
fully resist all, or any attempts of the savages. Those 
who had had any experience in Indian warfare were 
called to tlie council, and consulted on the best means 
to avert the impending calamity. The panic was more 
painfully apparent among those who had come upon 
the scene hampered with goods and chattels of various 
kinds. These worthies were brimful of wrath and 
whiskey, and gave free vent to the expression of their 
opinions regarding the outside world generally, and 
Indians in particular. They wore fertile in sugges- 
tion ; and the many schemes they advanced for the 
total destruction of all who threatened their private 
interests would have reflected credit, not to say re- 
nown, on a Don Quixote. 

The thought of my enslaved wife was never absent 
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fi-om my mind. Day and night, sleeping and waking, 
ber image haunted mo. I fancied her Buffering every 
degree of misery ; and tlie conseiousness that I was 
powerless to enateh her from the toils of relentless 
captors, caused me the most poignant anguish. I had 
s vague, half formed notioJi of seeking her unaided, 
and by once more assiuuing ray Indian trappinga and 
cognomen, advance in to the Apache country, pene- 
trate to their villages, and by a bold dash, seize my 
wife and hear her defiantly off in the very teeth of 
my adversaries. This would have been very spirited 
and chivah'ous, no doubt, but unfortunately, the ob- 
stacles that opposed themselves to this plan were 
legion. No sooner did I convince myself of the im- 
practicability of such a mode of procedure, than other 
plans would present themselves, which, in their turn 
would have to bo relinquished when submitted to the 
rigorous test of praticabUity. This constant strain on 
my mind interposed stumbling blocks to my material 
prosperity, as I had no heart for my work, and WMi- 
dered about the diggings aimlessly. I was rallied by 
my comrades on my morose temper, and recommend- 
ed to try work as an effectual antidote for the causes 
tliat were preying on my health. 

One balmy afternoon, as I sauntered among the 
working parties, gazing abstractedly at their opera- 
tions, my attention was attracted to a group, who 
aeemed to be very much excited by some event, A 
few had gathered about an object lying tipon the 
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ground, tvHle othera were riuining jCrantlcally in dif- 
t'ereut direetionB as if they were possessed. My eiiri- 
osity being excited I approached the group, and found 
that the cause of this alann was one of their comrades, 
who had been bitten by a snake. The poor fello^v 
vras moaning piteously ; and eo sure was he that his 
death was only a matter of a few hours time, that lis.* 
had begun to make the few be'^uests that would dis- 
pose of all his woildly goods, including the little 
Ijoai-d of "dust," so long and patiently sought for. 
One of hie friends knelt at his side, and was endea- 
voriug to pour the con tents of a flask of whiskey dowu 
l)ia tliroat. The poison had taken immediate effect, 
and he doubtless would have been a corpse in a few 
houj's. I was immediately recognized, and one >.d tlie 
miners accosted me with " Hullo 1 Eastman, just the 
man we want ; now is your time to produce some of 
those marvelous herbs you have told ue about, and aeo 
what you can do for this poor iellow." 

My sympathiee were awakened ; my mind threw 
off its semi-stupor ; and hastily glancing about me on 
the ground, I sought for some of those simple herbs 
and plants, that I had seen so effectually tiscd in 
similar cases. Sastily gathering what 1 needed, I 
soon had leaves bandaged about the swollen parts, 
and then turned my attention to making a decoction 
of the herbs. This I forced tlie patient to take, and 
after caring for him assiduously during a few hour-s, I 
had the satisfaction of noting a mai'ked eh&nge for the 
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better. I was deluged ^ritli congratulations, and in a 
short time the fame of tJiis new exploit in the healing 
art was noised abroad throughout the mine. 

My new friends were net miners, in the proper 
sense of the term, but a party of " monntain men," 
who had been allured hither by exaggerated reports 
of the immense wealth that was represented as scat- 
tered broadcast over the surfase of the eai-th, and was 
only waiting for a claimant. Arriving on the ground 
they had staked out a claim, aniffcll to work without 
any delay. It is needless to add that they did not re- 
alize the immense riches they had so fondly antieipatexi. 
The result was that they had sickened of their bar- 
gain, and many were for pulling up stakes and retm-n- 
ing to the tree and easy life among the mountains. 

A short time after the episode just related, there 
canae to our camp one day, a trapper, who had but 
just returned trom his traps, and was on his way to 
the neai-est trading post, to exchange his peltries for 
powder, wearing apparel, etc. From him we learned 
that the Indians were preparing for some extensive 
raid, as he had seen numerous parties wl.j were in 
their war paint. Among other items, he related how 
he had been captured by a band of Apaches, and had 
remained among them eight days before he succeeded 
in chiding the vigilance of his guard, p'rom liim I 
gained the first information concerning my wife. He 
had been captured by some of Mahtocheega's band, 
and by the description he gave of the white eaptives 
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at tiiat time in the village, I felt Bore that my wife 
was one of the number. Learning that en his return 
he would proceed to the same locality in quest of 
" beaver plew/' I determined to accompany him. 
About half a dozen signified their intention of follow- 
ing my example, and a party was soon made up. The 
trapper bade us adieu, promising to return as soon as 
his skins were traded for the supplies of which he 
stood in need. Gathering together what little money 
I had, 1 purchased a norse, rifle and pistol, and pre- 
pared to go in search of my lost wife. 

"We had not long to wait for our new friend ; he 
ceturaed in less than a week's time, and all being in 
readiness, we gathered up our traps, and took a final 
leave of the mine of San Ildefonso. 

Passing out at the northeni end of the settlement, 
we struck the Santa Fe road, and followed its siuuoiis 
windings for some days. AVe passed through the 
sleepy Mexican towns, tliat were situated along the 
route, without disturbing in the least degree the 
habitnal drowsiness of their inhabitants. On the 
fonrth day we made a stretch of sixty miles through 
that terror of travelers in this section — the " joniado 
del rauerto." After having crossed in safety, we rested 
one day to recuperate the animals, and soon after ai-- 
rivcd in Santa F6, halting at the inn that had been 
the scone of the shooting affray on my former visit. 
Our stay in the capital of New Mexico was not of 
long duration, ar.d once more we resumed our journey. 
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Btriking out iu a. westerly direction towards the 
raoim tains. 

Our first encampment was on the banks of one of 
the tributaries of the Kio Colorado, Staking our 
horses out, aa is the custom, we gathered around the 
CJimp fire, discussing our evening meal of fresh antfi- 
lope steaks. Many were the stories told of trapper 
life, and as we filled our pipes for a smoke before 
I'ttiring, the subject of conversation was upon food. 
All had some anecdote to relate^land after each had spun 
his yarn, Harding, who up to the present had been 
silent, drawled out, " Wal, I 'spect as how yer have 
had some tol'rable b:id jints in yer time, but I think I 
kin jest lay over anytlfing in tliis yer party in tlie way 
o' supper. Howeumever, I will give yer a chance to 
hear how tiiis nigger once got hie supper up on the 
Yallerstone, last season. 

"Yer see, I had been in them parts ai-ter beaver, 
\yhich war plenty, an' no mistake ; an' one day, when 
I had gone to cache some skins, I left my rifle in the 
grass near my traps, like a gosh darned fool. Who 
should come along but a party of them black niggers, 
the Crows ; and the first thing they sot eyes upon wa.s 
my sliootin' iron. In coui-se, I seed it all, and jist 
had tc lay low and cuss my taraal stupidity, while 
them 'ere Crows hopped around like mad at finding 
my rifle and things. They was so pleased, 'peared 
like they forgot theirselves, and didn't foller up my 
trail, but galloped off, can-yin' my plunder along with 
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tbem. He ! he ! they mount a did as well, and let oie 
iTardiiig alone." 

"I reckon that, too," remarked one; '"taint like 
they made much ont of that epekaJaahnn,'' 

" Yer see, I war cleaned out, an' left 'Aith jest a pair 
o' leggins, better than two hunderd miles from any- 
whiu-. The company's post war the nearest, so I jest 
took down the river in tliat direcshun. I never seed 
varmint so shy. They wouldn't a been, blast 'em, if 
I had er had my ti'aps ^ but tliere wa'n't a critter, from 
the minners to the bufBer, that didn't take on as i£ 
Khoy kuowed how this nigger war fixed. I could get 
nothing for two days but lizard, aai' scarce at that. I 
(■iiawed up the old leggings, until I was as naked as 
Pike's Peak." 
■' GoUy ! was it winter ? " 

"No, 'twur calf time, and warm enufE for that 
matter. I didn't mind the want o' garments in that 
way, but I kud a eat more o' it. I soon struck a town 
of sand rats, and I made snares of my hair, and 
ti'apped some on 'cm, but they grew shy, too, cuss 'em, 
and I had to give up that claim, Tliis war the third 
day, and I wur gettin' powerful weak. I 'gin to 
think tbis child's time had come, and I would have fer 
pass in my chips. 'Twur a little ai-ter sun up, an' I 
vrav sittin' on the bank, when I seed something 
eiu^ons like floatin' down 8trea.m. When it kim 
closer, I seed it wur the karkidge of a butiier, and a 
couple of buzzarts floppin' about on the thing, piokin' 
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itB peepers out. 'Twur far out, an' the water deep ; 
but I said I was goin' to fetch it ashore, aa' I did. I 
took to the water an' swum out. I could smell the 
animal afore I wiir half way. I wur soon close up, 
sad seen at a glimpse that the ca!f wur as rotten as 
paak. The birds, they mizzled. I wa'n't agoin' to 
have my Ewhn for nothin', bo I tak the tail atween 
my teeth, and wagged ray flippers for the shore. I 
hadn't made three strokes when the tail pulled out. 
I then swum round and puph^ that 'ere thirg afore 
me, until I had got it high and dry on a sandbar. 
'Twur like to melt when I pulled it out o' the water. 
'Twa'n't eatable nohow. I see the Luzzarts still flying 
about, and fresh ones comin', an' I took a idee tliat I 
might get some, so I laid down close to the bufflef, 
and played possum. I wa'n't long there 'fore a big 
<;ock com a floppin' up, and lit on tlie karkidge. I 
grabbed him by the lag- The ouiised thing wur nearly 
as atiiildii' ai the other; but it wur die dog, bnzzart, 
or huffier : so I skinned the buzzart." 
■'And ate it?'' inquired one. 

•' No-o," slowly drawled the trapper, " it at^s me." 
A genera! kiugh followed this remark. 

" The rest o' the birds got shy, and kept away on 
t'other Bide. 'Twa'n't no us:e tryin' that dodge over 
again. Jest then I 'spied a coyoat comin' lopin' down 
the bank, an' another folleriii' upon his heels, an' two 
or three more on the same ti-ail. I know'd it would 
1)6 no joke grippia' one o' them by the leg, but I made 
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up my imnd to try it, an' I laid down jiat as afore, 
'side the calf. 'Twnr no go ! they smelt a rat, an' 
kep' d'ar. Then I tut a freeh idee in my head. I 
went for some o' the driftwood an' made a pen around 
the buffler ; an' in the wink o' my eye I had sLx o' tlie 
varmints in the traps." 

" Then you had 'em, eh, old hoy ? " said one. 
" You bet ; I jest took a lot of stones, clomb up on 
the pen, an' killed the bu!l kit o' them. Such a 
jumpin' an' yowlin, as^ when I peppered them var- 
mints ; lie ! he ! he ! ho ! lio ! Arter this I had some- 
'at to eat ; an' in a few days reached the company's 
post." 

" Did you ever see any of those redskins again ? " I 
inquired. 

" Wal, you jest better believe I did. Yersee those 
;five notches on this ere rifle? wal, they stand for 
Crows, they do." 

A general laugh followed this yarn, and all averred 
that his experience in the eating line was unequalled. 
After the trapper had finished hia story, we wrapped 
ourselves in onr blankets, and were with the excep- 
tion of the horse guard, soon in a deep slumber. 

The next morning we were up and moving at slui- 
rise ; and after a march of twenty miles, came 
to a small stream heading in the Pifion range. It was 
fringed with Cottonwood trees, and there was grass in 
abundance for our horses. We made a halt for an 
hour, and then proceeded on onr journey. We had 
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not gone far when we made a diseoveiy that < 
all our plans. Harding had been nding about a hun- 
dred yards ahead of the main party, when we ob- 
served him suddenly stop, bend down, and then throw- 
ing up his hands, beckon us on. We were soon up 
to tiie spot, asking in a breath what was the matter. 
He pointed to the ground, and sententiouBly repHed, 
^^ fresh Injun sign." A consultation was held, and 
after an interchange of opinions, it was agreed that the 
trail was made by Apaches, and that from the tram- 
jtied nature of the ground, it indicated the presence 
of a large party. "VVe liad no doubt as to their inten- 
tions. The}' were evidently bound south on their an- 
nual foray, Now was my time beyond peradventure. 
Never could I have had such another opportunity ; 
perhaps even if I waited pat'ently for years. 

I brieily i-elated to my companions the circumstan- 
ceij of my capture, captivity, and subsequent escape, 
and asked their aid in rescuing my wife. Each 
grasped me cordially by the hand, and expressed tlieir 
willingness to " see me through ; " and after a few mo-' 
ments more spent in consultation, we agreed on the 
following plan : To push on at once and as speedily 
as possible for the Indian village, secrete ourselves in 
the adjacent mountains until nightfall, and then leav- 
ing the horees concealed in the bushes that fringe the 
base of the mountain, advance on foot to the chiefs 
lodge. Once within its portal, it would be the. work 
of a moment to seek out my wile, apprise her of what 
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s traiispiriag, and quietly leading lier Mit, haeUiii to 
«..r Miiimab, mount, and ride away. Tiiis plan seemed 
feasible, and as moments were precious, we resumeil 
tiie inarcli. 

About noon we debouched tliroHgh the nionntain 
pa^ into 3 country of " openings ; '■ sniaJl prairies 
bpmided by jungly forests, and interepersod with tim- 
ber ialands. These praiiies were covered with tail 
grass; and bu£alo signs appeared as we rode into 
them. "We saw their " roads," " chips," and " wal- 
lows." These signs filled ns with pleasurable antiei- 
pations; as who has not !<:inged for the delicions 
'■ Immp ribs," which, when once tasted in ail tlieir 
jiucy richness, are never to be forgotten. The full- 
eTO\rn forms of the caeti were around us, bearing i-ed 
;.ndyeUow fi-uit in abundance. "We plucked the pears 
of thepita-haya, and ate them gi-eedily; in short, we 
djned on fruits and vegetables of many varieties, in- 
digenous only to this wild region. But our stom- 
lichs longed for the favorite food, and we pnshed on 
througli the opemngs. "We liad ridden about an hour 
among the chaparral, when Harding, who was ridin? 
in advance, pointed downward, and intimated by signs 
tliat he had struck fi-esh bufEalo tracks. Very soon after 
the animals came in view, and by nsiug the bashes as 
cover, we made a very effectual " surround," killing 
some three or fom-. That night we regaled ourselves 
on buffalo, and the following morning pnshed on with 
renewed vigor, and in the best of spirits. 
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Noar evening on the fourth day tbllowing, we ar- 
rived at the foot of the Sierra ; and directly in front 
of us, ahont midway -jp the valley, orpa^, moreprop- 
M-]y speaking, lay the Apache village. An exclama- 
tion of joy escaped iny lips. At last, then, the hopes 
and longings of nine weary years were aliont to be sat- 
isfied, lly reflections were abmptly ieraiioated hy 
Harding remarliing that it was higliH important that 
we seek cover and approach the village cautiously, if 
we expected oiu' efforts to be crowned with success. 
A.!i felt the justness of this observation, and seeking 
the cover of the mountain, we proceeded on our jour- 
ney. In a short time we had advaueed as near as we 
ileemed it pi-udent, until the night should close in. Our 
reins were tightened, and we sat on our weary horses, 
looking over the plain. A magnificent panorama un- 
der any circumstances lay before us ; but its interest 
was heightened by the peculiar circumstances under 
which we viewed it. The lodges were dotted over 
the plain in picturesque profusion, tlie smoke c\irling 
gracefully up in their dreamy spirals. One lodge 
stood apart, and from i:,: size and decorations, we at 
onee guessed it to be thoabode of the chief. Harding 
confirmed our conjectures. Several droves of hoi-ses 
were quietly browsing on the open prairie. The sun 
was setting. The mountains were tinged with an am- 
ber colored light ; and the quartz crystals spai'kled on 
the peaks of the southern Sierras. It was a scene of 
silent beauty. 
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We remained for eome time gazing up the ('alley, 
without any one uttering his thoughts. It waa the 
silence that precedes resolve. An hoiir lias fled; the 
sun sinks below tiie horizon, and the mountains take 
on a sombre hue. It is night. We urge our horses 
forward once more, keeping close to the mountain toot ; 
conversing in wliispei-s, we crawl around and among 
the loose houtders that have fallen from above, and 
after an hour's ride we find ounselves opposite the towu. 

Tiie night passes slowly and yilently ; one by one 
the tires are extinguished, and the plain is wrapped in 
the gloom of a moonless night. The swan utters its 
wild note, the gruya whoops over the stream, and the 
wolf howls on the skirts of the sleeping village. 

Disinomitiiig, wo gather in a little knot, and con- 
sult as to what plan we shall pursue. It is finally 
determined that Harding and myself shall penetrate 
into tha village, enter the ciiief s lodge, abduct my 
wife, and hastily rejoin our, comrades, who will hold 
themselves in readiness to cover our retreat, and, if 
tlie worst comes te the worst, keep our pursuers at bay 
until we have made good ooi- escape. 

Hastily divesting ourselves of all unnecessary accou- 
trements, we stalled out on the plain, aiid cautiously 
approached the chief's lodge, which loomed up in the 
darkness like some hideous genii. 

An Indian dog that was lurking about the door 
gave the alarm, hut Harding's knife entered his vitale 
ere he could repeat it. 
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Now was tlie critical moiaeat. Drawing the flap 
aside tliat served as a door, I peered cautiously iu ; all 
was silent ; a smali fire was burning in the center of 
the lodge, its fitful gleam dimly illuminating the inte- 
;-ior. A number of low couches were ranged ai'ound 
the wall. 

But at this juncture a dilemma presented itself. 
Here were a number of women, one of whom was cer- 
tainly my wife; but how was 1 to ascertain in which 
of these couchss she reposed. If I should trust to 
chance, advance to the first one and peer in, and by so 
doing startle its inmate, even though that inmate were 
my wii'e, the pcea'iar nature of the visit would so 
startJc her that she would not be enabled to recognize 
the intruder. 

However, I determined to approach the iii'st bed 
iiiid trust to the chapter of accidents for the rest. 
Advancing noiselessly to the side of the couch, I lifted 
the curtain of dressed bnflalo hide. The lire cast a 
dim light over the face of the sleeper, and, oh, joy, it 
was the loved features of my wife. I tried to speak, 
whisper her name ; my tongue clove to the roof of my 
mouth. I trembled like an aspen, and had to grasp 
the bod tor support. This movement awakeneil the 
sleeper, and witli an half-suppressed exc'amation, she 
sprung to a sitting posture. 

To breathe her name, clasp her in my arms, and 
rush for the door, was the work of an instant, and 
hastily snatching a robe that was suspended from the 
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eide of tlie lodge, I enveloped her in it, and rapidly 
gained the cover of the mountain. In a few momenta 
our party was in fall gallop down the ralley. 

Leaving the Indian vilJago, we started with nil 
epeed on our return. I did not anticipate pursuit, and 
we made do attempt to ijonceal our trail. 
^ Indeed, my mind was eo occupied with the grand 
fact that I Jiad recovered my Jong-lost darling, that I 
thought of nothing else. As we rode along, each re- 
counted to the other the story of their toils, trials, 
and sufferings ; a thousand questions were asked and 
answered; and in the Joy of the present and hope for 
the future, we were for a time happy. 

About thp middle of the forenoon we approached a 
thick chai)ftrral, pud were just entering it, when a 
party of about sixty Apaches suddenly rushed oui 
irom its leatj- coverts, and with the rapidity of thought 
we were surrounded and captm-ed. My wife was able-, 
by her influence with the leader of the party, to save 
us from indignity, and a lengthy parley followed. 1 
made known to the chief my deaii>3 to recover my 
irife, and endeavored U; arrange some terms of pur- 
chase or barter. In this I was, after a time, suceess- 
ful, and, after an interminable siege of pipe pmokini'' 
and discussion, relative to the price, we came to toruis, 
and in a few minutes I ha,d purc/iased my wife at the 
cost of all my wormy possessions. But I eared not 
for this; on the contrary, I was only too glad to le- 
cover my wife at any cost, and felt no regret at parting 
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from the accumulatioiis of two years of toil and hard- 

Bhip. 

Uesvuning our journey, we reached Santa PI in 
safety, in a few deys, and commenced making prepa- 
rations for onr return to tlie Eaet. The kind-hearted 
Mexican women overv/hehned my wife with attentions, 
and she waa soon provided with apparel more suitable 
than the barbaric, although beautiful, Indian eosttime. 
My principal difficulty was the want of money, and I 
was much perplexed to imow how to secure a suffi- 
cient sum to enable us to return to our friends. It is 
probable that had I freely stated our circumstances 
and narrpted our sad story, generous hearts might 
have been found among the many American miners 
and trapped sojoimiing in the town ; for many a noble 
]].eart beats beneath a rough aUd unpromising exterior ; 
but my pride shrank from appearing in tlie cliaracter 
of a mendicant, and I finally came to the conclusion 
that we must remain at Santa F6 for a time, until I 
could find some employment by which to earn suffi- 
cient means to enable us to return to our former home. 
I had forgotten the fact that I possessed a warm friend 
in Ned Harding, or, if I had thought of him in this 
connection, it was not with any idea that he could 
aid me. 

In this I was mistaken, as the sequel will show. On 

the third morning after my return, Ned called me out 

mider pretence of iaidng a walk, and after strolling 

about for a. time in silence, he opened his mind as fo!- 
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TO THE PUBLIC. 



As tbera bat been conaldenbls Inqnlij conramiLi; ths lemedj to whiA 
■Unrian )■ bereiii nude, I wll], br yny of eipluuUon, make Oa rollowluc 
MalsDieiit, wblch will lellere me from a laixe amovDt ot coReapondeiica 



Tha remedr 1> tlie mcraC remarkable purifier of tb< blood tbst I luvs erw 
knoHii ; It ia K tonic, a diuretic, a nervine, and a Bealle laxatlTe. It <j 
tltemtlTe, sadortflc, BOporific, and deobetmenl. 

Tae»eqaa)lties,harmonioiialrblend5d Into one single remedy, make one 
o( the Terj boat combinations whlcb can poeslbly be taken Into Om hmoau 

It ie a lerr remarkable remedy In dieeaBet ot the itomacb. Drgpepik 
cannot eilHt for any length ot lime if tbie remedy be taken u directed, 
inetanUs; alter eating. 

AUDieeasea of tbe Liver and Bowels readily enccomb to ij magic 
InflaaiiCfl, while all narvons dlBeascB ind all diieaaea ot tlie blood ars 
epoedllr emdlcaWd bj tbe peculiar elemenla In itB compoeMon, wMch act ■■ 
dlrecUy apon each dlScnUlee. 

We have IboiiwudB npon thonaandi of cortlflcate* trom pereona who have 
been afllded with varione maladlea, and who have been cared by the nee ot 
tbla remndj; and I am, myself, frequently made entprised to leara what 
wondertul reanlts follow the nse ol tbla medldne. 

The remedy, Dr. Ci-ibe Jobmsoh's Ikdixh Blood Sibitp, la aold by 
■BenlB la neatly every paat-vlllaea In the United States ; but wbereter it 
happena that I do not have an agent, I shall be glad (o make one, and wonld 
Invite honorable persons ti eonunonlcate with me npon the ssbject ot ao 

nnatlug that the afflicted will make a trial of this remarliablc remedy, 
which has prorideotlally lUlen npon my notice, 
I am, wIUi resi)eet, 

Tiran, tnly, 

C. JOHNSON, 

iTeraey City, S^, 
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